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•Cass Scenic Railroad Memory 

rime of day by the way they Lumber Company, George Camden-on-Gauley, Web- rattles in its efforts to build 
biowed the whistle on Gum, Web HollifielcL the ster Springs and all across up pressure steam, md 
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engineer fuui hu own way 
of blowing the whistle for 
railroad cr owing*. cows on 
the railroad trade a, as they 
passed their girlfriend's 
house, and a super whistle 
as they passed grandma's or 
grandpa's house. 

The steam locomotive, 
the high wheel, high speed 
steam passenger engines 
always spun their wheels 
when pulling out of the 
station in Cowen, Rich- 
wood, and Camden, as 
Bloomer Green said all 
aboard and the black 
smoke billows 100 feet 
into the air, it puffs and 


Ivumginp lo tamlry. ilic i ampin-il* of 
mrj Il«^(a, mul llirch Valley 
amt M V I hr Lumber Com|>any, an well 
Hurt Room and as Pardrr-l urtin Lumber 

Company of Webster 
County. The WV Midland 
Railroad out of Webster 
Springs with George 
Jackson as depot agent, 
Warrick Gum as engineer 
and Porter Cochran as 
conductor on the daily 
passenger train out of 
Webster Springs meeting 
the passenger train out of 
Richwood on its way to 
Clarksburg; the people 
gathered at the depots at 
Holly Junction, Cowen, 


I mr«A, inr *tmrm Compaq ~ 

KTind, the wheels grab the Virginia (WcKvaco) ako 
trucks, and it was to birch, oak, beech and 
-Jnrkshurg, Richwood, number of oaks covered 
Holly Junction or Webster Cheat Mountain A 
Springs. Seventy-five years standard gauge railroad to 
ago, this sort of scene was Leatherback Creek, and 
commonplace, steam over Cheat Mountain to 
engines were everywhere. Shavers Fork, complete 
passenger trains, log trains, with the present two 
coal trains, branch lines, on switchbacks to achieve 
schedule, carrying Kansas 1,600 feet elevation gain, a 
wheat, coal, lumber and rail connection between 
excursions to ball games, Dr. Coffer’s town of old 
world fairs, inaugurations spruce and new spruce, and 
of presidents, governors, Cass, 
state and other events. So. Spruce, the coldest and 
Cass Scenic Railroad still the highest town (3,853 
carries sounds, scents and feet) in the eastern U.S. in 
sights of steam powered 1909, 36 million board feet 
transportation which has of lumber went through the 
yielded to airports and big band siwmill of Spruce 
super highways. Cass and 40 railroad cars of 
revives memories of.steam peeled pulpwood, left Cass 
railroad transportation. for the paper mill in 
The history of the Cass Covington, Virginia am 
Railroad is ti gh 1 1 y the paper mills of th 
entwined, with local paper eastern U.S. 
and lumber industries. A As the timber suppl 
century ago, massive stands Continued On Page 


1,00 nni get nuxt information 
Oimoi. Hvolcr and Rod Steam 
r« and Lumber Companies of 
WV and 20* century, than a 
Cwbuck catalog contain*. 


The West Virginia 
Midland Railroad 
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pulls out of the yard at 
Palmer (now Sutton Dam) 
headed for Webster 
Springs, WV. 

Continued On Page 3 
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 


cKiutht inJ 
a tfw ntnirr nmr. ue 
4 itu^ on the mill pond. 
V h « ittftifhtn wat rfir 
• 4 % |B4Amijpf train and 
the ttrangrr » might he 
the Odm|«ny hoarding 


have a siding with the 13U acres known a the 
original log cars—some Hamilton Wedge, in 

loaded—some halfloaded, dispute for years, fmaih 
to make it look real as the settled, and is now a part of 
train pulls up to Camp No. the National Forest located 
5 or 29. Have the wood just off State Route 250 
hicks and horses in the real near Gavineer fire toner 
act, it might be well to have and is held in reserve for 
the hicks stay around at people to view nature at its 
night to tell tall talcs about best. 

logging train wrecks, how Cass, like Tioga, Diana 
to file a saw, champion Bergoo, Holly Junction, 
hicks, and lobby log Jerryville, Three Forks,and 
stories. You could let the Cherry River, yielded to 
kids ride the log horses if automation or lack of 
they weren’t too tired from timber. The West Virginia 
putting on a 15-minutc Legislature, under the 
audition each day. guidance of W.W. Barron, 

The year 1940 saw West and now' Governor Smith, 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell is trying to give the Town 
the assets of Cass to Mower of Cass new life with an old 
Lumber Company, but time scenic railroad. Last 
only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people plus 
a million acres in the the politicians, took the 
original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the switchbacks,getting ho' 
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair. Thi 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines. ne\ 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to 
of the quarter million acres dying town. The Cas 

was acquired by the Scenic Railroad full 

government and is now developed to the origin 

part of the National Forest, style of logging such 
West Virginia Pulp and existed at Camp No. 5 i 

Paper also sold to the 29, could be the bi^ 

Western Maryland Rail- tourist attraction W< 

road, 93 miles of track Virginia has ever known 

intact from Spruce to Slate must be original ai 
Fork down EJk to Beruoo. something worthy 


WiUorru to 


Attractions 






The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 


nhett you could 1*11 > l‘»W ears irip with 

fn»m a tooth rack «*\rn-nian crew, engineer. 
«ct a imr 1»* SKavrr^mc.a fireman, conductor, and 
i\vvl »«.ht*rf, church, anJ four hrakemen one for 
ay thr u meet rime, ice every three enrs. It has been 
«kami* i*y the mill pond. said that No. l2couIdhave 
TV Fig attraction was the handled more cars but I 3 
daib piwenger train and the limit through the 

who the stranger* might he switchbacks, two of which 
at the company boarding arc in operation today on 
house the Cass Scenic Railrend. 

Ct" incorporated in Three of those engines are 
1910, and formed a city sail in operation today- 
K vntrmment, a busy town Nos. 1,4, 5, and recently 
with 60 houses, city water, purchased No. 7 from 
although owned and Meadow River Lumber 
y West Virginia Company at Rainelle. 

Although the Cass 
Scenic Railroad is only 
four miles long, the steel 
remains intact to Bald 
Knob and Spruce. The last 
engine to Bald Knob was in 
a motor car 
makes it yet roday. The 
West Virginia Department 
of Natural Resources is in 
the process of rebuilding 
the track to Spruce and 
Bald Knob, along with a 
lodge and possibly wall to 
carpets and modern 
facilities far flung 
During peak from graybacks, bedbugs, 

a.m., 
waiting for 
winter 
going to work 
ic tall virgin 


Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 

build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilute the bedbugs and 
graybacks, use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for a 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel stoves, a coal fired 
cook stove about 12 feet 
long, iron skillets, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30- 
foot-long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a barn with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows no such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul on lett 
hame, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stagged pants, John Ritchie 
green and black or red and 
black checkered shirts, 

Kuspcndcrti. a log dump 


Con tin 


have a siding with the 130 acres known as the 
origin.il log cars—some Hamilton Wedge, in 
loaded—some half loaded, disputr for years, finally 
to make it look real as the settled, and is now a part erf 
train pulls up to Camp No. the National Forest located 
5 or 29. Have the wood just off State Route 250 
hicks and horses in the real near Gavineer fire tower 
act, it might be well to have and is held in reserve for 
the hicks stay around at people to view nature at its 
night to tell tall tales about best. 

logging train wrecks, how Cass, like Tioga, Diana, 
to file a saw, champion Bergoo, Holly Junction, 
hicks, and lobby log Jerryville, Three Forks, and 
stories. You could let the Cherry River, yielded to 
kids ride the log horses if automation or lack ot 
they weren’t too tired from timber. The West Virginia 
putting on a 15-minute Legislature, under th< 
audition each day. guidance of W .W. BaiTon 

The year 1940 saw West and now Governor Smitf 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell is trying to give the Tow 
the assets of Cass to Mower of Cass new life with an ol 
Lumber Company, but time scenic railroad. La 
only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people pli 
a million acres in the the politicians, took t 
original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through t 
thousand acres on the switchbacks,getting h 
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair. 1 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, n 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope t 
of the quarter million acres dying town. The C 
was acquired by the Scenic Railroad ti 
government and is now developed to the oti^ 
part ot the National Forest, style of logging sucf 
West Virginia Pulp and existed at Camp No 1 

Paper also sold to the 29, could be the bi* 

Western Maryland Rail- tourist attraction \ 
road, 93 miles of track Virginia has ever knou 
intact from Spruce to Slate must be original 
Fork down EJk to Bergoo. something worthy 

A port of ehu r«llr« wmI im *rrr^* r »>,. r. 


operai 

Pulp and Paper Company. 

Wages were seventeen 
cents for an eleven-hour 
day and fifty cents a day for 
hoard and room. There was 
no checkoff from your 
wages such as social 1961 and 

»ecunr\-. income tax, and in 
tact, the men who worked 
of virgin ar the camps usually didn't 
m immcdi- draw rheir pay only every 
m down six monrhs. Company 

splendor. houses in Cass were renting 
» portable for $ 10 per month with no 
our the charge for water or electric, wall 
tor the all was considered a part of lodge 
i double the rent. P 

production, ir look twelve long tables, 

Mjblc 10- Shay engines to log the breakfasts 

^ run ^ rom Spruce daylight in the 
rdJ.uu. to Cass was approximately before r~ : - 
12 miles on 11-per cent harvesting th 
^n daily by Shay spruce. 

** r ^$* 190 ' K 5i’ Considcr ' W hY not restore the 

, _ if h,w 5V Shay engine original logging camp to 

*<»tld, capacity 1 3 two camps and call them 


hm tfiMte a teJecoan. 
4 ncvffi I create my own 
•on tt wtxtU have been 
tmfuaaibie without the 
ot Mr. Sack hurst and 
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Pocahontas 


Attractions 


NATIONAL RADIO ASTRONOMY 
OBSERVATORY 


POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 


For a FREE / x 

on attractions, pocalmnias county tourism commission 

recreation, and - 1 - 

much more cal 1 or P-O. box 2/5 • Mailmton, WV 24954 

write: 1 -800 316-7009 


NAME 


BUCK BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM 
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with real caulked shoes, 
••tilled pants, lohn Ritchie 
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black checkered shirts, 

su.v|icndcr*, a log dump 
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Cass Scenic Railroad Memory 
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|Hi(vhuM* from Midwest between Can and LHirbin. 4 
junk Yard. The ft l Mower The amateur politician* of 
Lumber Company railroad WV let the railroad from 
engine was later painted, Durbin to Cheat junction 
stripped and rclcttcred and vanish as well as the 
traded to the Western- Western-Mary land rail- 
Maryland Railroad Mu- road from Elkins to 
scum in Baltimore for the Parsons, Thomas and 
biggest Shay in the world; Davis. The politicians of 
the #6 190 ton Western- WV never did have any 
Maryland Shay used to long range planning. All the 
haul logs from the railroads in WV are 
headwaters of Elk and potential scenic railroad 
Bergoo Creek to Old attractions. The railroad in 
Spruce and pulpwood that my town of Webster 
went to Spruce transferred Springs to Bergoo and Slaty 
to Mower Lumber Com- Fork would be an excellent 
pany Railroad down Cheat scenic railroad for WV 
Mountain, through both and a business boom or re 
switchbacks and transfer- birth of business fo 
red to the mainline railroad Webster County, 
from Durbin to Ronce- The West Virgini 
verte, and re-routed to Department of Natun 
Covington, VA, which was Resources has purchase 
used in the pulp and paper the town of Cass and a 1 
mills in Covington. The rebuilding wooden sid 
famous #6 Shay was used walks and compar 
for two years as an houses. Cass is a re 
excursion run from Cass to tourist attraction wi 
Durbin. The #6 was tried houses to rent. It is i 
on Cheat Mountain but it longer merely a fa 
was too big and couldn’t railroad ride. It is 
work properly on the steep complete stopover, 
curves and was continually wildlife museum, ni 
causing track problems, A modernized compa 
fellow by the name of houses for rent furnis 
Sommerville, the railroad with everything but tc 
track foreman for Mower and can accommo*. 
Lumber Company for eight people, 
years, had informed the The Cass Showca: 
shop people, Pop Good, 10x40 scale model c 

Leonard Long, and all of town (complete w\tr 

Cuss Railroad cnuinccrs. tra\rvs> as tt av*v*earcv 
iIj.il Uiv ft o would uov wovk ** _ _ 


personally, 
and ihr public must thank 
"HlHtoHy" J» m Comitock 
and Mr. J.C . Crutkshunk* 
and Dr. Bernard Poindext¬ 
er, a member of the 
legislature from Cabell 
County, and a local 
through the Huntington dentist. The 
and j'voplc who did the job to 
i*ed opera- save the great WV tourist 
The town of uttracnon, the Cass Scenic 
ram logging Railroad, were these men. 

n seemed By 1963, the railroad 

ailroad and purchase was completed 

a as sold to and accepted into the WV 
ard located State Park system and 
ind Mont- tourist trains were running 
ut $50,000 halfway up Cheat Moun- 
s, engines, tain to Whittaker Station, 
•untied for Five years later with 3 /4 
vn suffered million dollars of railroad 
oyment. contracts by Mountainer 

lomstock. Construction Company of 
Richwood, Charleston and Given 
pals, J.C. Construction Company of 
n Ivydale Upper Glade, Webster 
?d politic- County, (D.P. Sheriff 


»radc, 11 feet for each 100 w\ll be a gr 
Feet—a grade of 2% is the future. 

Cass Scenic Rai 
Dinner Train S 

Cass Scenic Railroad has outings 
announced the schedule and 51! 
for its 1989 series of 
popular dinner train rides 
to Whittaker Station. 

These special runs will be 
made on Saturday evenings 
at 6 p.m. beginning June 
10, and will be offered June 
17, July 1, 15 and 29, 

August 5 and 19, and 
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,hout 11 mph, nrc sianu. u 
Quipped with drive shafts A trip on the Cass Scenic 

ainl reducing gears, instead Ra.lroad. a vis.t to the 
rtH ls Every wheel museum, the memory of 
; h!.\.:*,n, and tender » .he r.Uroad huff ,he hot 
a drive wheel. giving the cinders, the shrill whistle 
Sh iv tremendous traction. on top of Cheat Mountain. 

The Shays climb an 11% the sweater you forgot-it 
er tde l 1 feet for each 100 will be a great memory for 
JUtJa grade of 2% is the future. 

Cass Scenic Railroad 
Dinner Train Set 

Cass Scenic Railroad has outings are $22 for adults 
announced the schedule and $15 for children, and 
for its 1989 series of reservations are required. 

popular dinner train rides Cass, West Virginia, site 
to Whittaker Station. 0 f the scenic railroad, was a 

These special runs will be i um ber boon) town of the 
made on Saturday evenings ear i y 1900s, and the 
at 6 pm. beginning June origina i Shay steam 
10. and will be offered June locomotives, which now 

17. July 1. 15 and 29, haul passengers, once 
August 5 and 19, and hauled lumber from the 
September 2. surrounding mountain 

After an exhilarating ride judges. Lodging is now 

to Whittaker Station, avai j a ble from any of the 
pu^senjjrrs will be treated ^ restored "company 
an old-fashioned West u nuses » j n the town. These 


nory 


tTY ) OM and Durbin, 
amateur politician* »»t 
irt the railroad tn>m 

vm to i'heat Junction 
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Adult 00; 

Midi 00. C 









Ml the switchbacks! mui 
tterp grade* on the rent 

Cheat Mountain* 

The flood* of 1905 
destroyed the railroad 


lias taken away from Caaa, 

the Showcase has returned. 
Shay engines, and the 05 

Hysler, cruising speed 


) C Cfuikshanks, ami a 
number of legislator*, 
about a week before the 


GROUP RATES 

Minimum 1 5 Persons 

W’inaker Station. Adult $7.00; Child $3 50 

aid Knob . ..Adult $10.00; Child $4.50 

No group rates on weekends 

SPECIAL SATURDAY 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes: 

West Virginia Barbecue 
Live Entertainment 
Train Ride 

June 10 and 17 
July 1,15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 
September 2 

**BY RESERVATIONS ONLY** 

Adult.$22 

Child.$1* 

SPECIAL TRAINS 

SENIOR TRAIN -September 9 .$ 1 

• HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28 

Adults $10; Children $5.00 


fourth round of their season, farmers could be 
championship fight at seen plowing, planting or 
Toledo, Ohio, July 4, harvesting from spring 
1919, and all this until the first snowfall, 
information was furnished On June 20, 1925, with 
to Mr. Gibson, the Sutton many guests there with the 
baseball team and band at famed hotel open for 
Holly Junction by radio on summer, a fire originated in 
Jul 5, 1919 on their return the south wing, quickly 
to Sutton. reduced the filmed hotel to 

Mr. Jackson, the Depot ashes. The roaring. 

Agent who got $100 per crackling flames leaped 
month for his services said high into the heavens, 

Warrick Gumm could lighting up Webster 
blow a mean whistle when Springs to a brightness 
he had customers lined up equal to that of noonday 
buying tickets of any man sun. Huge sparks and ashes 
he ever seen. For that 62- floated a distance of a mile 
mile round trip, Mr. and a half. The light 
Gumm got the full amount reflecting against a starless 
of $2.25. sky and the mountain sides 

Yes, the West Virginia looked weird and awe- 

Midland Railroad and the some, and the fanfare ot a 

Webster Springs Hotel, big city hotel among the 

promoted by Senator hills disappeared and the 

(ohnson N. Camden and tourist trade and strangers 

Col. John I. McGraw, who disappeared from our 

believed in advertising and town. The little chug buggy 

placed pictures of the continued with passenger 

famous hotel and railroad service until 1928. In 1929 

scenes in all subways in the railroad was sold, John 

New York City; a self A. Ford getting the section p tr karaburfl 
promoter with imagination from Diana to Holly a*-. 

>vho promoted his dreams Junction for logging j 

into reality and carved a purposes and the remain- J 

railroad through moun- der going to Pardee Curtin { 

ains and scenic beauty Lumber Company. The Ichor tai 

vhich showed a panorama railroad served as a legend \ 

of rural life at its best, as in its heyday and would be 

rattle, sheep and horses worth a fortune intact 

k* cp#»n orarino in the rndav 3S the SCeHIC ffl 


Midland Railroad 


o Pittsburgh 


Cumberland 





















Lumber 


River Boom 


in 1926 Charley in 

the driver’s seat and a greai 
trader. I remember buying 
stacks of lumber from 
him—so much for thu one 
and so much for than one 
(no scale). Charley 
Hanrahan (scaler) used to 
ask me, "Did you cheat 
him today?" 

Cherry River, during the 
20’s and 30’s had two 
trains a day, six days a w«k 
to Richwood. They had 
acquired new Rod Engines 
Nos. 15, 18, and 26 which 
were used to make the runs 
from Three Forks to 
Richwood. Their usual run 
consisted of about 50 cars 
of logs. They always 
dropped off about 10 or 12 
cars at Gauley Mills, 
although George Gumm, 
on one occasion pulled 63 
from Three Forks t*> 
Gauley Mills. During tl 
30’s Three Forks had 
grown to quite a town, a 
three-room school, 
church, big store andabout 
75 houses, boarding house, 
a dentist, Dr. George Dyer 
(now' at Beckley), a daily 
railroad bus that carried 
the mail and passengers. 

The virgin forest ot 
Williams’ lasted approxi- 
mately 16 years and the 
year 1963 saw Three Forks 
become a ghost town. The 
quest for hardwood was 
moved roche headwaters of 


and new ways were being 
developed and the steam 
shovel, the great earth 
mover, was making great 
strides and the days of 
making railroad grades by 
hand would soon disap¬ 
pear. New names—Jim 

Sarrani, Lew Lombard and 
Dick Palmer—had appear¬ 
ed on the scene as railroad 
grading contractors. The 
first Thew steam shovel 
had rails but no pads; they 
had four mats to move on 
made out of 6x6 wood— 
the two surplus mats were 
moved as the shovel 
advanced. The shovel had 
its own water pump and 
pumped water to make 
steam from a nearby river 
or creek and on occasions, 
water was hauled in a tank 
on a sled pulled by horses. 
The coal (usually about 
four tons daily) w'as 
wagoned from the closest 
available supply. 

The .y*ar 1921 saw 
Cherry River Boom &. 
Lumber Company reach 
Three Forks of Williams 
River and the hub of town 
and the railroad shops were 
built and the work of 
Sarrani, Lombard and 
Palmbcr had seen progress 
move on. Appearing on the 
scene were new names— 
Billy Hawks, trainmaster; 
Joe CJreer, assistant; Webb 
Hollifield, woods superin- 
tendenr; Parry O'Brim and 


survive and a feu* train 
wrecks are still vivid. Fine 
Pal ley wrecked the No. 2 
shay. 65 ton engine on 
Little Laurel and was going 
up a steep grade with one 
load of steel and the engine 
flew up with wheels 
springing forward,went 
back down the hill, rolled 
over in a curve and killed 
him. Another wreck on 
Bar nashcc Run on 
Cranberry No. 7, 70 ton 
shay with six loads, six 
empties, a Barnhart Loader 
on eight percent grade, run 
14 mile, wrecked and killed 
Frachier Adams, engineer 
Joe Taylor, conductor. 
Russell Berry, brakeman. 

One would have to 
remember the Company 
Doctor, Jim McClung, who 
rode engines, motor cars, 
horseback, and helped and 
aided the sick, as the quest 
for virgin timber made 
Richwood the hardwood 
capital of the nation. 

0 

During the 20’s Rich¬ 
wood was really on the 
move with the largest 
tannery in the world, and a 
clothes pin factory 
consuming 24-M feet of 
logs daily and the virgin 
timber of all forks of 
Cherry gone and the old 
Shays and Rods on the 
move to a new field and a 
new territory of Williams 
and Gauley Rivers. During 
the early 20’s new names 


KihI Engines were used ro 
dutt the ysrd and make the 
daily run from Richwood 
co Gauley Mills to supply a 
double band mill with 75 
M board left daily. All the 
engines mentioned above 
were standard gauge—the 
railroad grading was done 
by hand with picks and 
shovels and crews of 25 
and 30 men who ca rved out 
a mile of railroad grade 
with good luck in five 
working weeks. 

The different forks of 
Cherry, Cranberry and 
Dogway covered with 
virgin timber was really on 


. s |*ouu 
J ft ig fn rr r 


wfco dearly loved the old 
sod rod* and at one 
* . nm r of am«her during hi* 
\ carter a* an engineer 

command of the 
throttle of about every 
engine on the Cherry River 
Line from 1906 to 
r f ^. retirement in 1954. 

When Mr. Gumm 
, ttartrd wor king for Cherry 
River Lumber Company, 
rid June I, 1906 , on the South 
Fork or Cherry under the 
guiding hand of Captain 
Charley Armstrong, the 
railroad consisted of 150 
rh miles of track with Shay 
rp engines No. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 
ig 10. 11. and 12 (cost about 
$4,CV0 each), and all used 
to gather and haul logs 
r loaded with Barnhart 
Steam Loaders, considered 
tops ar that time. They had 
in use ar rhar rime i 
approximately 200 rattler i 
log cars, 100 pulp and i 
tanbark rack cars —rhey a 
traveled over South Fork v 
at Cherry, North Bend, a 
Lirrlc Laurel, up Hills V 
Creek ro Kenison Moun- k 

ram, ro Cranberry Bottoms a* 

and Dogway. Dogway at b 

one time had a church, h/ 

school, big store and 75 m 

houses. We must mention ar 
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Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad |jjj3 

:onncction with the SfJcs t Hines. all still living) 1 
Virginia-Pittsburgh Rail- expect to do a complete 
road. In 1907 this story on the Diana 
operation was taken over operation and old engine 
by the Cherry River Boom No. 33 and the wreck at 
and Lumber Company. Charley Malcomb’s sand < 

The mill was operated by cut The engine with 
that concern until 1931. Merchie Hines, engineer, Wp 

The mill, at its peak, cut Leek Clevenger, fweman. 

125.000 feet per day. Logs Stuck Hall, conductor. and 
were hauled from Williams Dick Sbcmore. brakeman, 
and Gauley Rivers, over its hit a cow and the engine 
own private railroad, with and five loads of logs 
terminals at Three Forks landed in Holly Rivct. Yes. 
and Jerryville, WV. there is a lot to the Diana 

Another mill of import- story, but it’s tougji to 
ance was built at Areola 55 thread the needle and 

years ago. which cut more assemble, 
than 150 million feet of SkyWs. ncaT the Braxton- 

lumber during its opera- Nicholas County line, 

' tion. This mill was owned the sue of a large mill ws^\ a 
I* and operated by the capacity of 30.000 teet 
* Howard Lumber Com- daily. A narrow gauge 

lS nanv At its peak they railroad connected with the 

> f employed L50 to 200 men ^ and 
a . and their capacity was Railroad at ^ ba £ n :™* 
d 35 000 feet per day. Their was known as the Da 

timber stood principally on Eakin Lumber Company 
u, Gauley River and was Mill. 

^ hauled from Bolair over a ^(/ainvillc was the site of 
'Id nan-ow gauge railroad. (See \j(/ c bster Lumber 

)6 ' Charlev Sandy, Bolair, for Q om . paIi 'l Mill. To thread 
be information pertaining to tbe n ecdlc Here is 
er, railroad engines and imposs iblc. It changed 
'°P loaders.) hands frequently—from 

:er ' u n MirV,r,\e White’s Brooks to Harm out. to 

rat- bl ® • , j Hall, to SA. Morton. 

lesr and Henry Cool operated c.Won was die *etw* 

,“r', the mill and narrow gauge /tumhenng by Henry 
jrK c railroad at Diana, wu Waggy and Vus son 

^ t fr capacity of 25.000 feet per lW (atWt an 

Ik 


y: GtUfctn, who floated U»g* began operations in ^perauon ,ron J * 

trrwhxi U. down III River to the Webber County at an early approximately l XX . 

*.n iW the i huric*ton Mills FhU date The Pardee Curtin It is not clear whic 
t umber Concern had the pick from Company cut thousands of the major companies 

r .t\ do ihv virgin forests, cut only acres on Back Fork,Grassy the first to establish a 

oi thr the finest soft wood. and Creek. Holly and Laurel in Webster t-ou 

jvr.non. pud the owners 25 cents Hus nmber was floated however, the one «Gi 

>unt\ tx-r tree down Elk to Sutton during Mills was built 85 ycai 

^i,h and General Curtin also Curtin’s first major by the Camden rntcre 

\nd Lumber Company 

rimher was cone the and Barnhart loaders were Erie. W yards shoi 

Zw rocoa| K h ; ,d been cither sold or yielded to the ditcher builtonaMg 

made* at that time. Jerry v,lie scrap pile. upset g^akMl 

had a .-o T r < T *chooh George Gumm in 1948 one about Ra V Mai 
church, railroad yard. lUi m0vt! a t he big Shay, 100 blowing of a bridge : 

houses, store, boarding tonS| No. 17 from p OT lc, the stri 

house and a new mining gj c b WO od to Tusculusa J err yville, and the 

tow r n m Straight Creek. Alabama, where it was sold R 1V er dynamiting 

Although the great Badgen tQ j^yin Mining Company 432 in October 19! 

was gone, his shoes were ^lr. Gumm was with the a b oU t many wrecks 

ably tilled by Carl big engine 22 day's on the rQC j eng j nc No. \t 

the railroad to see that it was Straight Creek. Ir 
at properly greased and hook could be c 

stayed two weeks after worthy ot anyone 
of arrival to make sure old you are really in 

No. 17 was in good here are five men s 

working order. who started with 

When Nos. 3 and 26 Cherry River Line 

yielded to the scrap or sale, I am sure anyor 
they purchased a steam following, Earl 
Malley, No. 482 for Richwood, retii 

pany was purchased by a haulage of co 
wildcatter by the name of Jerryvill 
Rudolph, who later sold 
the mill to Ritter Lumber 
Company, and was further 
transferred to the present 
owner, Georgia Pacific. 

Most of the railroad is 
mnr The old Shay engines 4. 1934 


m Oim i«n» 

flat* 


Cherry’ River 

Gxitinucd From t^*gc 4 

Omo mnd Cherry Rivers 
mo«rd lock. stark and 
bvrrrl to Jrrrrvillr. Gauley 

Ibik had faded awav with 

:Pk flood of 1932—their 
Tvjjr » ms ia?ne and the big 
CfiD fftjprr had broken 
km n about the same time. 

•.rvrr to be repaired. was gone 
BtmK because the virgin 
ore* was fast disappcar- 


iKm| nm 
tad fav 

.# **• 

I •%4 » 1 

f> b. 
rhr ria«M 
ril fr> 

Md tvs 

can 

• I« 

Mails. 

Hamas. 


Umbargcr. A new' name 
had appeared on 
scene—Ray Maust, and 
the present time he is one 
of the biggest operators 
coal in the United States of 
America. He is a stripper, 
gutter and a man who really 
knows how to get the coal. 

The old Cherry River 
Boom &. Lumber Com¬ 
pany w f as pun 


al from 
le and Straight 

Creek to Cowen. 

The last man to yield to 

death on the old Cherry 

River line w'as Grover 

Hamilton on the South 

Fork of Cherry, September 

steam 


It was a 


(First Restaurant on 


nine. 



I 
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(i) rnrct (lie , 

rebuild tilt- mill The ml! s 
w-M Ml well »M-mlifcd 
under the K uldelln..i. of Mr 

(orlon. that they ™“ » 
normal cut the firM day and 
In lean than 120 daya, both 
aides were running. 

The mill ran from 1942 
to 1945, mainly from 
timber on the Back Fork of 
Elk and Polnta Mountain. 

The mill finally closed in 
1945 and the mill assets 
sold to Harrison Lumber 
Company of Arkansas. 

The old engines were sold 
to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of Charleston. WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded at old Red Oak 
Mine. It was indeed a sad 
day in the history of 
narrow gauge railroads 
when Ross Roy ran old No. 
12 . with the smokestack 
and other parts gone, from 
Red Oak down through 
Bergoo. across the river to 
the old mill site, where the 
parts were later sold to Ely 
Thomas Lumber Company 
of Fenwick, Nicholas 
County. 

The No. 9 engine is all 
that remains from a legend 
of narrow gauge engines. It 
is snll in operation and 
being used as a tourist 
attraction in the state ol 
Maryland 

The Curtin story could 
1 be written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
sale in a ny book store in the 
> United States. My main 


nv'ii realised the danger, 
jumped to mfety, and were 
unhurt Jim Smith, one of 
the finest in gauge 

railroad building, gathered 
the engine* and foaderupln 
one day and shipped t hem 
luck to the Curtin shop, 
where rhey were repaired 
and put hack in operation. 
The No. 4 engine, run by 
luctor Tilden Brown, fireman, 
— hooker $2 25. Walt Good, conductor, 
$1.75. Each man Rob Mullins failed to take 

sand on the head of Anglers 
Creek and the engine and 
12 loads left the track and 
upset. All men jumped 
from the train to safety. 

The No. 5 engine, run by 
Von Clark and fireman 
John Petit and No. 7, run 
by Lee Cole and Roy 
Sparks and Bob Warbut- 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader 
men, and Flem Wilson, 
conductor, had a run away 
in the hollow above 
Leivasv on Meadow Creek. 


from » high of apr^/xm,*. I 

tcly l.HOO to about 2V, 
people. Coal production * 
still alive with Ike Lr*n. « 
former football coach and 
coal stripper, from 
Pickens, How much 
production he gets \% 
unknown to this writer 
but l would estimate 
approximately 700 tons 
per day. 

Bergoo No. 4, from 
1935 to 1959, was a rather 

good mine with a lifetmc 

production of 6,498.554 
tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No. I from 1945 
to 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot, 10,178 tons. 

Britton No. I, from 
1943 to 1959, produced 
3,664,585 tons, and was a 
great service to the poor 
jx*ople. The waste or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 


\nd Curtin 
Railroad 

4 Sk*ir* If they were out I ' 
** hour* thrv were allowed 
4 ^* If they loaded 24 

*r% before noon they atill 
got * Jav The loader man 
|e> go* 55 a day. tfonc 
a i 52 V. rung L—, 

tor fireman l - . 

paved from 45 cents to 50 
net cents a day for board and 
tfer room However, the train 
n g crews could stop and ear at 
iD\ any log camp with no 
ice charge All log camps had 
ng the finest of food, long 
on tables with two or three 
kinds of meat, jellies, 
nd honev, molasses, or just 
cr about anything you 
15 wanted. Sleeping condi- 
ly rions were always poor. 
ie Bedbugs and graybacks 


ylor County, 
, the Pardee 
iny starred a 
iII which 
one of the 


use of Woe Virginia. The 
Uiron uku moved from 
’•ylor County to Sutton, 
irauan County in 1886 
nth portable mills About 
*0 s flood erupted in 


tnc Olu original nean nrnt* 

produced from W’ 
1947 . 205,534 tons 
The Curtin story 
not be complete without 
mentioning the company 
store. Someone wrote a 
song about loading 10 tons 
of coal and being one day 
old and deeper in debt. anJ 
wound up by saying * 
owed his sole to th 
company store, a 

story Some people worU- 

every day m the mines an 


ut, the image 


fur> 


is unknown]_ 

of a staunch gentleman, 
General Curtin, remains in 
the minds of many yet 
today. 

The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
timber disappear and the 
three mills of Hominy 
Fulls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Firm Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embark to 
Bcrgoo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 


the store 


cuffing a wav daily, each luuir* rd n I 



_1 IV 




\|'\ tkrn 
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llnwrver, thl* wn\ Morn 
altered anil (l«* null at 
Bergoo wiia on iti 
destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
board feet. 

The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung, near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather- 
wood and in ‘33 and '34 
crossed Lent her wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jcrryville, and in ’41 
crossed Point Mountain to 
Back Fork. The same shay 
engines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were used in this 
operation. 

Sox Riley was the mill 
boss with Windy Rose on 
one side and Harry 
Duckworth on the other. 
The lumberyard was so full 
you could hardly find 
room for a lumber stack. A 
major portion of the 
lumber was exported to 
England and France, with 
John T. Alcock of New 
York serving as broker and 
featuring wide poplar 
boards used in England and 
France as paneling. 

The% mill burned at 
daybreak in April 1941 
(unknown day). By 1942, 
through the efforts of 
A.W. Corkin, with the 
help of Shorty Reese 
drafting, the mill was 
rebuilt. Mr. Corking, who 
was formerly with Allis- 
Chalmers, as 76, from 
sunny California, and 
retires.! when he was called 


Ltimmrm about the an! pr«xiuced from 

intrrmt and production. 1 *>47. 205,534 tom 
The Golden Ridge or The Curtin «ory 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, not be complete 
located opposite Piircoal mentioning the a 
was the first major coal store. Someone wt a 
operation within Wehster song about loading 16 tor* 
County. They had their of coal and being one day 
own power plant, motors, old and deeper in debt, and 
and Goodwin cutting wound up by saying he 
machines. Its operation ran owed his sole to the 
for some 15 years, yet, little company store; a true 
history of this mine is story. Some people worked 
known to this writer, every day in the mines and 
because they were an out of got more out of the store 
state corporation. than they earned 

Parcoal, or Bergoo No. The old scrip story (buy 
l, as operated by Curtin cigarettes for $2.00 per 
from 1929 to 1936, carton and sell them for 
produced a lifetime $1.50) applies to many 
production of 995,404 other items, and the 
tons. sharpies down town took 

Barton or Bergoo No. 2, advantage of the opportun- 
from 1930 to 1954, ity. About everybody in 
produced a lifetime town took scrip, if they 
tonnage of 7,900,376 tons, could get it cheap enough 
The mining towns from It went right back to the 

1930 to 1954 has made a company store and they 
complete change. The bought meats, groceries, 
Pardee Curtin home office furniture, and gas. It was a 
is now located there as well way for the miners to get 
as an all electric sawmill. A medicine or any other 
major portion of the coal worthy purpose. They used 
company houses are owned to play poker at Bergoo and 
by individuals and a large Barton and scrip played the 
percentage of the popula- same as cash, lt served a 
tion now work for private purpose on Elk River as 
industry or survive on legal tender. 

pensions. Mr. Orkney, from our 

Bergoo No. 3 or town of Webster Springs, 
Leatherwood, which is has worked a lifetime lor 
considered Bergoo, had a Curtin-first as a lumber 
lifetime production, from salesman. In 1927 he came 

1931 to 1947, of to Webster County as store 
2,697,772 tons. At one manager, buying and 
time, there was an runn«"g the Curtin store 
estimated payroll of until retirement They had 
$200,000 monthly from Continued On Page 11 


the mind* of many yet 

today . 

The year 1928 saw the 

hardwood* and virgin 
nmber di*ap|%car and the 
railroad three mills of Hominy 

Falls. Coal Siding, and 

Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embark to 
Bergoo, Webster County ; a 
task that required many 
each hours of planning, and 

approximately three years 
to do. The steel was pulled 
and the 10 Shays, the No. 
8, Heisler, and the No. 6 
Climax were brought to the 
Curtin Mill site to make 
ready their journey to 

Bergoo. 

A special H&.Q Railroad 
car was built with a narrow 
gauge track and the Shay 
engines were run on the 
the B&O car for shipment to 

mcr, in Braxton 
County. The journey from 
Palmer, to Webster 
Springs, to Bergoo, over 
the WVAM Railroad, was 
something to be talked 
about. Some of the engines 
stayed in Palmer as long as 
ten years. The fall of 1928 
saw Flem Wilson and 
George King journey to 
Diana to get the No. 1 
engine, the first to arrive in 
Webster Springs. This 
engine, used exclusively for 
the laying of steel, was 
delayed a few days in 
Webster Springs awaiting 
the completion of the third 
rail of the Western 
All Maryland Railroad so the 


mbit,, and t.om 

tf VM CttftUI ^ n Y“ n * I,U 

IA crspi** ran from the three 

Qm** 10 .. 

«, juixtxHA The old Shay 

TV ,«*• 1AV U. up I Sc MC«T Hollow* 

to S*hoi» fathered the U*s for 

Qim •«* three the mill*. At Curtin, 

-A beam! at Kxumv Hommv Fall, and C ool 
Mk I’d) 96m, SkBng. the hand mill* were 
TVs* organon •*» cutting awa y daily, 
k, W IS ion Th» n« * trying to outdo the other 
era » narrow gauge The average cut for a 10- 
railroad traruporration, hour day was 40.000 feet. 

'X £% r*ae new or%rrat)i»ns The Hominy Mill holds all 
cm* 12 * »l»n rr^jina* records. A fellow by the 
ami •rvml sulci of trade name of Albert Lynch 
and tconc* that seem decided to set a record, 
a-%reaatCK tdn yarded back his 16-foot Bergoo 

logs for a few days, and one 
• - I vr wM Mot J. t . rhe Homin’, Fall8 Mill 
ar BcrfwD. was employed ^ 78,000 feet in 10 
Curtin at Hours. This record stands, 

A/>* -r* vrc ** an d he as a legend of history, as I 
r^ayad an msportan roll most cut in any one day Pal 

- *' “55 W l .‘ Jfr,n during the Currin opera- 

The Nicholas nons in Nicholas County, 
epera^jr. rar with 10 5hay The railroad, in Deep 
frames ind No. »a Heisler, Well, near Summcrsvillc, 

Nn r* • C:max The No. 1 was a busy place with 
Sha> (25 torn) was Shiny engines, black 
usej tor laying or taking up smoke, and shrill whistles. 

•reel Thu made narrow Shay engines No.3 and No. 

JHpr radread history that 9 were trying to put an 
•xnIJ oe hard to equal American steam loader up 
mywHerr else in West a steep track in Deep Well 
w»ffin.a Hollow Engine No. 3, run 

Hve tolling crews, with by Jim Johnson and No. 9, 

* . Wrlc * n Linder run by Harry Butcher, Jack 
•ch. »rrr required to load Zonhfacr. conductor. Lewis 
f* 1 * days work Gregory, tong hooker, flew 

_ ;* r nf “P with full steam ahead 

[>( r . f. ClX) free. and came back down out of 

He «r«,r.rrf received top ,)„ hollow, upset both 
rnn id 5 1 per day for 10 m«.nrs and rhr 
















Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 

Continued From Page 5 hours. If they were out I 3 
Waggy. now living in hours they were allowed 
Charleston, WV. The elder eleven. If they loaded 24 
X'aggy logged 10 thousand ars before noon they still 
cres on Missouri Run. got a day. The loader man 

The Birch Valley got $3 a day, conductor 

umber Company was a $2.50, tong hooker $2.25, 
ig operation at Tioga for fireman $1.75. Each man 
any years. payed from 45 cents to 50 

I bring you this brief cents a day for board and 
troduction of Webster room. However, the train 
ounty's lumbering crews could stop and eat at 
dustry so you might fully any log camp with no 
preciate the Pardee charge. All log camps had 

irtin history making the finest of food, long 

>ry. This information cables with two or three 
uld have been imposs- kinds of meat, jellies, 

• "’uhout the help and honey, molasses, or just 
jperacion of Webster about anything you 
unty’s senior citizens. wanted. Sleeping ” condi- 
se people are deeply tions were always poor, 
rested in restoring the Bedbugs and graybacks 
linons and legends of made the using of lamp oil 
’ing, Shay engines, to spray your bed necessary 
l ai life ar ] d living for a good night’s sleep, 
hriom in the rugged The long winter evenings 

of early sawmill were spent spinning tall 

ES?'«r . ^ f raIes of ev ery description. 

1 L rCountv ’ ^ Gac * d and others used 

" n> Pardee to make the rounds to the 

? ( ompany started a camps selling clothing, 
i sawmill which watches, etc. Some have 
xt into one of the heen known to peddle 

• lumbering and "George” (a high powered 

,n “"*0 that make the hicks’ 
\ irgmu The imagination wander to 

^rambnd. known at they 
t^wnry a. Suttun. IMW-Inn in Rkhwvmd 

“ G*unfy in Wi6 (hr Gtr-.v «T 4 
-taWrrndW Ah-,. %?/ l V Fronr ,n 

• A...i .bprmga. u* Hell * 


men realized the danger, 
jumped to safety, and were 
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of 
the finest in 36" gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engines and loaderupin 
one day and shipped them 
back to the Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No. 4 engine, run by 
Tilden Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conductor. 


Shays 
journc 
new ar 
end of 
engine 
Bergo< 
Virgii 
comin 
Tht 


and 1 
Dianj 
engin 
engin 
the V 
to \& 
Coal 
origi 
Virg 
was 
mor 

junn retie ana ino. l, run tear: 
by Lee Cole and Roy narr 
Sparks and Bob Warbut- tailr 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader end 
men, and Flem Wilson, T 
conductor, had a run away Lur 
in the hollow above the 
Leivasy on Meadow Creek. anc 
Von Clark jumped from tor 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree tra 
and killed himself. The Sp 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin operation in bu 
Nicholas was big, employ- Lc 
ment good, wages cheap, H; 
living conditions also Be 
cheap. Old General Curtm Tl 
was considered in of 
honorable man. He " 
cancelled man> store cc 
accounts at the end of each at 
year. He also paid hospital m 
hills tv>r many of his hi 
employees How well he 
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interested in restoring the 


• l * i v* 


>s 1 *■ r 
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erudition* nnJ Ic&nJ* of 
|om«nK. Sh«V engines 
actnrtl Htr l,, y l ,lv,n ) 

ntmJirkww ^ the ruKgrJ 
ja V a e.irly sawmill 

opcrutlortu. 

In 187 5. Taylor County, 
Grafton. WV. the Pardee 
Curtm Gimpnny started a 
small aawmill which 
erupted into one ol the 
leading lumbering and 
mining companies in the 
state of West Virginia. The 
Curtin assets moved from 
Taylor County to Sutton, 
Braxton County in 1886 
with portable mills. About 
li*A) a flood erupted in 
Sutton, brekaing a log dam 
on Elk River. The Curtin 


tcet of Ii*gs. These Jogs were 
caught in St. Albans, 
Ka njuh.i County, and 
sold "Hie assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band null at Sutton. Curtin 
had their first band mill in 
Braxton County about 

1890 

The year 1900 saw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
mills, located at Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin This operation was 
to last 28 years. This was a 
new era in narrow gauge 

railroad rrantportation. 
W.A (hr new operations 
12 railroad engines 
«r*l mtlca of track 

IflJ Mdflci f h 


at w«*m 




'o , 


H iWat, mil living 
•* rtn{4'Vr\i 

Ikactal Curtin at 
(f«i and he 
am —f* aiwi n 41 
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nranup 

nuulc the using of lamp oil 
to spray your bed necessary 
for a good night’s sleep. 
The long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
tales of every description. 
Lee Gadd and others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
"George” (a high powered 
snuff) that make the hicks’ 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pine-Inn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell’s 
Half Acre and the saloon in 
Camden on GauJey. 

Curtin was the hub for 




• -WW 


■ 

railroad bus made daily 

runs, from Curtin to 
Brock’s bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow's 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting away daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut tor a 10- 
hour day was 40.0CX? feet. 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow bv the 
name of Albert 
deckled to set a 
vardcvl back his I, ___ 
Itig* tor a frw days, and on 
day the Mommy Falls Mill 
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mill*, kxAtni at nominy 
hill*. Coal Siding, and 
Curtin Thi* operation wa* 
fn la«f 2H year* Thi* wa* a 

nr%* era in narrow gauge 
railroad min«|*>riiiriiin. 
With chr new oitrration* 
tame 12 railroad rn^mn 
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and *torir* that *rcrn 
unrr alone today. 

Firm Wilson, si ill living 
at Brrifrio, vent employed 
by General Curtin at 
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Haved an importan roll 
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hutory. The Nicholas 
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Siding, the hand mills were 
cutting away daily, each 
frying to outdo the other. 
The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40.000 feet. 
Ihr I tommy Mill holds all 
record*. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to act a record, 
yarded back hi* 16-foot 
log* for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet in 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
most cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera- 

fl °n* in Nicholas County. 
The railroad, in Deep 

Well, near Summer sville, 

^a* a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
smoke, and shrill whistles 

Shay engines No. 3 and No 

9 were trying to put an 
American steam loader up 
•weep track in IVcp Well 
HuLow- Engine No 3, run 
by )im johfuoo *nd No 9. 

fun by Harry Butcher. Jack 
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n»e« r cull red the danger, 
;un)|H\l to wfcty, and were 
unhurt lim Smith, one of 
the ft nest In V>* gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
chc engine* and loadcrupin 
1 one *lav and shined them 
1 hack to the Curtin shop, 
mhere they were repaired 
and put hack in operation. 

The No. 4 engine, run by 
nkJen Brown, fireman, 
U ait Good, conductor, 
Bob Mullins failed to rake 
und on the head of Anglers 
Creek and the engine and 
12 toads krft the track and 
opart All men jumped 
from the train to safety. 

The No. 5 engine, run by 
Non Clark and fireman 
Juba FVttt and No 7. run 
hi Lee Cole and Roy 
!Sp»dks and Bub War but* 
tO 1 idf* J |ur Roberts, loader 
mr* Hem Wilton. 
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Shays could make their 
journey to Bergoo and their 
new and last home. By the 
end of 1929 all the Curtin 
engines had made it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland was 
coming to an end. 

The last part of 1929 and 
early 30’s saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Diana with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull the steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to Webster Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railroad, 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow gauge passenger 
railroad was coming to an 
end. 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orginal passenger train 
and coaches and it was used 
he several years as a week 
irain from Webster 
Sprmgs co Rrrgoo 
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narrow gauge passenger 
railroad was coming to an 

end. . _ , 

The Pardee (.urtin 

Lumber Company bought 
the orginnl passenger train 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Springs to Rcrgoo. 

The mill at Bcrgoo was 
built by a millnght, from 
Louisiana, by the name of 
Harry Mitt hell. He was in 
Rcrgoo less than two years. 
The mill was in full 
operation by April 1929. 
"Mitchell,*' who was 
considered one of the best 
at that time, made but one 
mistake. He had been 
building mills in the 
western states for hemlock 
and spruce and he tailed to 
b uiid his conveyors for 
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Ho w ever, this was soon 
altered and the mill at 
Bergoo was on its 

destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over \90 million 

hard feet 
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alter r«l and the mill at 
|lrri(t><> wa« on Its 
tlraiingion to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
hoard feet. 


Thc first l<« camp, run 
by Bill Me Court, was on 
Mill Run and the aecond 
one by Ira McCJung. near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather - 
wood and in 33 and *34 
created Lear her wood onto 
Gaulcy as far down as 
Jerryvillc, and in *41 
cniurd Point Mountain to 
Back Fork. The same shay 
engines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were used in this 


operation 
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» t^et the challenge and 
rebuild the mill. Ibe mill 
vi as «> wvll assembled 
unJer the guidelines of Mr. 
Cork in, that they had a 
normal cut the first day and 
in less than 120 days, Kith 
sides were running. 

The mill ran from 1942 
to 1945, mainly from 
timber on the Back Fork of 
Elk and Pointa Mountain. 
The mill finally closed in 
P*45 and the mill assets 
sold to Harrison Lumber 
Company of Arkansas. 
The old engines were sold 
to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of Charleston. WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded ar old Red Oak 
Mine It was indeed a sad 
tin in the history of 
narrow gauge railroads 
when Roy ran old No. 
12. with the smokestack 
and vtfhrr parts gone. from 
Rad Od down through 
tktmpo, at rms the river to 
•hr olJ mill Mfr, where tie 
;»At* were later wild to By 
• mirnai lujmhrr fa imp any 

■d Fenwick, Ni 


ho| 


as 


If 


erf 

m 

if ***** 


1 


I 


♦I tl* fct... 

k (mI iim 

lit ■ 


•hr ho 9 mpnr h all 
*h*« >mm>M from a kgrml 

and 

** a tour mi 


90 *»*'•! 

« lAll M 


MM 






a«4^ ctauld 

(s*<4 k«M 


;oa I production. The 
population has dropp^.j 

from n high of approxima¬ 
tely 1,800 to about 250 
people. Coal production is 
still alive with Ike Lewis, a 
former football coach and 
coal stripper, from 
Pickens. How much 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer, 
but I would estimate 
approximately 700 tons 
per day. 

Bergoo No. 4, from 
1935 to 1959, was a rather 

good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6,498,554 
tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950. with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No 1 from 194 A 
to 194 J never amounted to 
a whole' lot, 10,178 tons 

Britton No 1, from 
1941 to 1959. produced 
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The No 9 engine is all 
that remain* from a legend 
i4 narrow pugr engines. It 
\% *nll in operation and 
bring used as a tourist 
attraction tn the state of 
Mars land 

The Curtin story could 
cr written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
uir m a n> hx)k store in t he 
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tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
lu»l I. The laxi * °ut of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950. with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No. 1 from 1945 
to 1945 never amounted to 
a whole lot, 10,178 tons. 

Britton No. 1, from 
194 3 to 1959, produced 
3,664,585 tons, and was a 
great service to the poor 
people. The waste or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 
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1947, 205.534 tons 

The Curtin story would 
run be complete without 
mentioning the company 
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fbr Oohkn Killer or 

JVrthlrhrm Steel Mine, 
i opj'osiir 1‘art.tw 

the first major coo I 
uxtatHm within NX/chatcr 
County They had their 
n power plant, motors, 
snJ Goodwin cutting 
machine* U'- operation ran 
lee >n*nc I5vcars.yet. little 
httfew of this mine is 
known to this writer, 
£*■'» ju* tho were an out of 
a*tr corporation. 
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about all the people in 
Wcbntcr County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads, 
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PM7, 205.534 tons. 

The Curtin story Wou |d V 
not be complete without ^ 

mentioning the company 
store. Someone wrote a 
song about loading 16 tons 
of coal and being one day 
old and deeper in debt, and 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 
company store; a true 
story. Some people worked 
every day in the mines and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned 

The old scrip story* (buy 

cigarettes for $2.07 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1.50) applies to manv 
other items, and the 
sharpies down town tcx>k 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybexiy in 
town took aenp. it thc\ 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store axvd tSr\ 
K*ught meats, grixctwv 
furniture, and g*» It •»» a 
i far the miners to 
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every day in the mines and 
v n»t more out of the store 
than they earned. 

'Hie old scrip story (buy 
cigarette* for $2,00 per 

carton and sell them for 
$1.50) applies to many 
other items, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportune 
tty. About everybody in 
town took acrip. if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furnirure, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They' used 
to play poker at Bergoo and 
Barton and aertp played the 
same as cash. It served a 

C rposc on Elk River as 

ai tender. 

Mr Orkney, from our 
town of Webster Springs. 
hs» worked a lifetime lor 
Curtin— ft rat as a lumber 
salesman In 1927 he came 
to Webster County as store 
manager, buying and 
»\*mv~f ihr Cumn store 
until retirement Ikn KkI 
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TJu: Western Maryland Railroad Bridge at 
Hcrgoohas survited tu*t major floods in less than 
forty years. Just up the tracks many locomotives 
used to shift the cars in the yards. 
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rm A»a« lu«i major flood* in less than 

wift. Just i4 fy the tracks many ItKtmuAivr* 
to shift the cars in the yards. 


i in the Lmer end of the Cass Scenic 
tni% a*e %there ffw «faim mginr taka 
< def+i*itnf to U'Kuitilrr Swrum and 





















































and Cumberland, Mary- fire and the recent wreck at 
land; there is little trackage Central* Tunnel W>*. 
in the scope of the B&.0 you come out of the 400 
Grafton yards that Mr. feet tunnel it * only aho^ 
Thayer has not covered. 40feet to the 600 feet long 
Mr. Thayer was the bridge with perders ever, 
original objector to the 100 feet and over 200 t'eet 
conditions at the old down to the water The day 

Beanery at Cowen. He filed of the wreck the engineer 
a report on several was through the tunnel and 
occasions about living on the burning bridge and 
conditions, screen doors, engines passed over the 
beds and general condi- bridge on the steel guerders 
tions. A new air condition- and clearing the burning 
ed Beanery was built and ties and hot steel as they 
this writer and his brothers slid across the guerders the 
were the prime contract- fuel oil tanks were split and 
ors. We also started the when the fuel oil hit the hot 
Cass Scenic Railroad the steel it made a tremendous 
same year. fire. Somehow the 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crews 
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the tire 

County in 1958. The first and save die engines. Mr. 

car behind three engineers Thayer was one ot the 

kicked a rail and 31 coal engineers who helped 

cars loaded, jumped the rebuild the bridge and 

track and piled up 6 deep. restore railroad traffic. 

We were clocked at 39 Mr. Thayer married a 

miles per hour when we railroad woman. His 

wrecked. Charlotte Thayer, was a 

Mr. Thayer wrecked two clerk and telegraph 
miles east of Cowen on operator in Grafton before 
Laurel Creek’s steepest they moved to Cowen 
grade. We had a loose Mr. Thayer was bom tc 
wheel that wouldn't slow be a railroad engineer. H« 
down in a curve and turned has many good pictures o 
sideways and derailed 37 engines and wrecks and cai 
coal cars. There is probably talk for hours about hi 

coal on Laurel Creek lifetime rat/road experi 

today. It went all over the ence. He is a Jiving, welkin 

hillside. I once wrecked legend on B&.O Riiiir Qav 
one, the big Ditch, coming history. A member of rh* 
from Camden-on-Gaulcy. Cowen Railroad Hall oi 

Wc came upon a broken Hi me. Mr. Thayer is a rn nri 

r»tl|«r*«4 ^ a ervlfcxi Iti that all Webster Counties 

hoppers of coal. Every- and West Virginians 
body remembers the bridge should be proud of. 


arrived in IVItem the next 

morning, at 7:10 and flurry 
minute* latr for the daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 
got the train on the move to 
Alexandra and the 
conductor came up to Mr. 
Thayer in the cab of the 
engine (3113) and said to 
j fireman in 1^*44 Mr. Thayer, "You are not 
► running as an running a freight train, we 
in 1^47. He arc thirty minutes late." 
unnmg the 1212 Mr. Thayer said to the 

tigine. later the fireman, "We will pull into 

December 1949 Buckhannon on time." He 
ped into the pulled down the track at 
run from Pickens about 40 miles per hour for 
hannon, steam a mile and a sign said'Track 
3113. His first warning, 10 miles per 

s in Pickens is hour.' 

to remember. He never touched the 

from Buckhan- throttle. He said at rimes he 
kens in a 1941 thought the engine and 
30 at night and passenger cars were all 

going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
" 5 kanother visit and informed 
/ f > \ y him to slow* it down, we 

I w'ere ahead of time. 

I Mr. Thayer ran the 
A*) L I Pickens 


Paul G. Thayer 


to Buckhannon 
run for six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about his 
schedule. The second night 
in Pickens, Mr. Thayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotel as soon as supper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o’clock to go to the 
Johnny house. The fire had 
gone out in the pot belly 
wove. He reached for his 


VIRGINIA 


Page H 



Paul G. Thayer 


Paul G. Thayer, a 90 lb. 
railroad engineer, who was 
not supposed to make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows, he had to look for 
small women’s garters to 
hold the sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
his neck twice, his railroad 
cap tipped his eyebrows. 
He looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 


ever pull the throttle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B&.0 Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine, later the 

1314. In December 1949 
he bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 
He started from Buckhan- 
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 



arrived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 and tl 
minutes late for the ( 
run to Buckhannon. ' 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up tc 
Thayer in the cab o 
engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. Thayer, "You ar 
running a freight trai 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said tc 
fireman, "We will pu] 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tra 
about 40 miles per ho 
a mile and a sign said' 
warning, 10 mile: 
hour.’ 

He never touche 
throttle. He said at di 
thought the engin 
passenger cars we 
going into the rivi 
pulled into Adrian i 
conductor gave 
another visit and ini 
him to slow it doi 
were ahead of t X ITXk i 
Mr. Thaver ra 
Pickens to Buck! 
run for six months 
conductor never ta 
him again abot 
schedule. The sec or 
in Pickens. Mr 
went to bed at the 
Hotel a> a% sup 
ovtt He woke up 
1 2 00 o’ckxk to go 
jvthnnv house The f 
gone out in (he 
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till thr fhrx>rtlr xnJ 
chr •hock for the 
Railroad He »tn( ro 
s a fireman in 1 ^4-4 
*> running *s an 

-t m 1*^47 He 

runnsijk thr 1712 
engine, later the 
n December 1949 
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r run from Pickens 
k run non. steam 
• 3113 His first 
ns tn FVk.cn> is 
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1 arrived in Pickens the next 
morn inti, at 7: 30 and thirty 
minutes late for the daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 
gv>t the fTiiin on the move to 
Alexandra and the 
J conductor came up to Mr. 
r Thayer in the cab of the 
.i en>nne (3113) and said to 
♦ Mr. Thayer, "You are not 
i running a freight train, we 
are thirty minutes late." 
Mr Thayer said to the 
fireman, "We will pull into 
1 Buckhannon on time." He 
pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said Track 
warning, 10 miles per 
hour.* 

He never touched the 
throttle. He said at times he 
thought the engine and 
passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, wc 
were ahead of time. 

Mr Thayer ran the 
fVkens to Buckhannon 
fun for mi months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about hit 
t* ftniuir The second night 


*• Mr. Thayer 
xi at thr fVkens 
*n m supper was 
•'•f up about 


to 


Ik 


rlrxrk to |i 

r The 


porch of the second floor 
of the hotel. Mr. Thayer 
finally made it back to the 
lx*d and tlx* Hostler for 
3113 informed him and the 
fireman that the engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
coaches were freezing up. 
Mr. Thayer, the fireman 
and Hostler had the engine- 
thawed out, heat in the 
passenger coaches and 
311 3 and crew was on their 
way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whistle 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608, one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 

with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
1 nited States during 
World War U. • 

Mr Thayer has trained a 
number <4 young engineer* 
t*i dtrxrl lummy IW^g. 
Ihm Snyder and many 
many ocher* Hrhaarunun 


and Cumberland, Mar 
land; there is little tracka 
in the scope of the B6*. 
Grafton yards that K 
Thayer has not covered, 
Mr. Thayer was i 
original objector to 1 
conditions at the < 
Beanery at Cowen. He fi 
a report on seve 
occasions about liv 
conditions, screen do< 
beds and general coi 
tions. A new air condio 
ed Beanery was built 
this waiter and his broti 
were the prime conti 
ors. We also started 
Cass Scenic Railroad 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer wrecke 
Orlando in Brax 
County in 1958. The 
car behind three engu 
kicked a rail and 31 
cars loaded, jumped 
track and piled up 6 < 
We were clocked a 
miles per hour whe 
wrecked. 

Mr. Thayer wreck© 
miles east of Cowc 
Laurel Creek's ste 
grade. We had a 
wheel that wouldn't 
down in a curve and n 
sideways and deraile 
coal can There is proi 
coal on Laurel C 
toda\ It went ail ove 
hill vide i iixr wro 
one. the big l *rch. cor 










and C'umhrrland. M«ry- 
land, there is little truckage 
in tin* Ni'ope of the B 61 O 
liraftnn yards that Mr. 
Thayer has not covered. 

was the 

I objector to the 

old 

to wen. He filed 
t on several 
about living 
doors. 


t oi thr MTOod d«»or 
C h»*tri Mr Thaver 
r rrwfcir it K#i k to the 
tnj thr Hosier h*r 


you come out of the 40f) 
feet tunnel it is only about 
40 -feet to the 600 feet lonj. 
bridge with guerders every 
100 feet and over 200 feet 
down to the water. The day 
of the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge on the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bndge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
i harlocte Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
« 4 x*rator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowcn. 

Mr, Thayer was bom to 
hr a railroad engineer Hr 
has many good pictures of 
engines and wrea k % and on 
talk for about ho 

lifetime fttfMld (ti V -, 
nuf lie 4* a b*tng. walk u _ 

UpWTI if |W ^ 
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m that thr mjinr and 
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conditions at the 
bra nr i s .it 1 
a repor 
occasions 
conditions. screen 
Kxl.s and general condi¬ 
tions A new air condition¬ 
ed Beanery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
ors We also started the 
Cass Scenic Railroad the 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at 
Orlando in Braxton 
County in 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars haded, jumped the 
rrack and piled up 6 deep 
YhV were clocked at 39 
mlra per hour when we 
itnktd 

Mr Thayer wrecked two 
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Asking Politicians To Consider Youth And C.C.C.’ 


A/T,T~ Dr>cc Coo or.rl Oil Onalton 


lA/*V* 4 *»w'* 

v* |» »•T'rrr K«% 

| uT - PJklsI 

V nw i p w •* <w» 

.%r •* " ^•* 

gif i«\W (Vi (Vtuivi. 

4<r **1*4 

it —r ?«r Smuor h*» 

t»j « irv*( csi *» rtml 

prontf riar U r 
w«f • C««wtsJ Wc*t 
V. |pwi I r.v- tin « *TCaK 
Me t* tine 
m * tfct? Jefatni mr jftrr 
or liMiofl «n over m 
1^72 b j mi -county 
nasMU and r» Randolph 
Os&rv (Elkin*), we 
rfw HvJe Park 

- I, |J_ r ».rk ; - jn - 

Ik urkflXI ••ill > 

or hannci and ?8C voters, 
wo hatkoc*. wo excuses. 
rtern Rxk «rJ Neely and 
[jfnr fiwiier had stolen the 
tm%aa during noon recess 
and fhr Cuunry Commis- 
Moneri. who serve as 
r in. non commissioners, 
moved this they accept the 
count as established by the 
efcroon officials on the 
orccjerr Irvr! and Dick 
Bmwan was declared a 
wtanrr «i btr August by 
three sacra and a Circuit 
Court judfr decision Mr. 
ikniti was the authortzed 
BBtcjf who voted 
and used mv State Senate 


not run lor public 


•ftJ arrvrvl it thru »|>rakcr 
** Ihr House of iVlcgalcv 
At f hr nr At election 1 was 
eiev trvi to the Silm-Hairttl 
Srnste and n«t elected as 
PVr udror. but *>-** declared 
ttei^iblc because I would 
tv>t \j*n an affidavit that I 
would 
office. 

In I <*SS. under President 
fc:wnhowrr, WV economy 
wit flat unemployment in 
southern WV was at an alb 
amc high. Unemployment 
funds were gone, relief and 
food orders were almost 
impossible. Red Cross, 
churches and charity 
organisations were broke. 
The southern counties of 
McDowell, Mingo, Login 
and Mercer were at a 
standstill. 

As an elected member of 
the WV Legislature, we 
organized a committee for 
distressed areas of WV. 1 
was appointed chairman of 
the 2 5-member committee. 
I see poverty at the worst 
with ugly conditions, 
outside toilets with their 
sticky smells, a clinging 
odor long after you left the 
scene, shoestrings dangling 
from oversized hard-toe 
mining boots, caps and 
socks pulled down over 
rhuk, dark, dirty hair, 
vcrsizcd miner's pants 


checker board John Ritchie 
ahirts, etc. Out of this 10- 
d»y, 25-member commit¬ 
tee investigation came the 
State Tem pora ry economic 
program (STEP) $1.00 an 
hour state park work's 
program, the welfare seed 
and garden program, and 
the first $30,000 for food 
stamps in McDowell- 
County alone, later Mingo, 
Logan, Clay and Webster 
and then statewide and 
now nationwide. 

Last year 1985, l had TV 
in Charleston, five nights 
weekly that covered 
Kanawha, Putnam, parts of 
Clay, Fayette and Boone. I 
have a TV library, VHS 
and Beta, thirty-six 30- 
minute TV shows with 
various legislators, State 
Senators and Board of 
Public Works all on file at 
my home at 216 River 
Drive, Webster Springs, 
WV. They have run as re¬ 
runs in Webster Springs, 
Buckhannon and are now 
running in Morgantown 
and will run in Elkins 
immediately after Christ¬ 
mas. I hope the TV cable 
subscribers of Webster TV 
Cable Service demand they 
run the TV Sheriff Given 
show in Webster Springs, 
during the January-' 
February legislative 


politically is simple 
discouragement. I have 
been in the political 
barnyard of discarded 
Democrat politicians for 
years. The WV family 
politician says we don’t 
vote for Sheriff Given. He 
can't win, he won’t pay on 
the precinct level. He’s a 
loser, he doesn't agree. We 
don’t need him on the 
team. Election after 
election the people help me 
knock on doors — the 
team gets out their cash 
political funds, and pay on 
the precinct level — and if 
necessary re-finance 
election day about noon, 
and start giving and buying. 

I always make them spend, 
hustle, pull their hair, fight 
among themselves and 
promise one another and 
Ward healers political 
dreams of elephant size. 

Jobs are the main issue in 
WV and the nation. 
Serious questions should 
be raised by the WV 
legislature and our 
Congressional delegation 
in Washington, DC about 
any government or any 
economic system that can 
provide jobs to all who 
need them and are able to 
work. It is crystal dear with 
unemployment at about 
15% in WV and 44% for 

youth iMid 25% tor 
Joe white youth*. This sratc 




and national economic 
system is not able to 
provide such jobs. The 
Reagan admimstrauon is 
running wild with space 
age, star wars, and military 
and defense contracts, so 
many and so big that 
controls have been lax 
while taxpayers arc buying 
ash trays for $100 each and 
bolts, nuts, washers and 
screwdrivers for $40 each. 
Congress has been 
brainwashed into approv¬ 
ing safety for this nation to 
the tune of a 2 trillion debt 
at 8 % interest while at the 
same time reducing the 
standard of living of the 
middle and working class 
by tightening of black lung, 
food stamps, social 


security, veteran’s benefits, 
labor contracts, etc. 
Congress helps themselves 
and trying hard to make 
second class citizens out of 
our citizens. They have said 
amen to Reagan's star wars, 
congressional benefits, 
junkets and continue to 
vote for 2 trillion deficits 
that our children and 
grandchildren can never 


of 

history, 

and government 
arc at the mercy 
politicians, both state and 
national. Think of all the 
laid-off coal miners. If the 
government and politicians 
Continued On Page 12 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 



If vou are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 


can 


of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 
acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 
help you block up acreage for drilling or 


selling. 


Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 472-1110 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 



If vou are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

y 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 
acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

i 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 


selling. 


Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 472-1110 
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Meadow River Lumber 


:: '■> '*24 A I 1 ~31 -23) with n woods train near Rainelle. WV The tower skidder and loader 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


< ! 90 ton) *rn- used Hrmik 
exclusively otj the eight floor 
mile being rebuilt making 
rwti and wmtnmo three 
rr»P* m 24 hours The 
from Roncerver: to 
Durbin took 100 car* of 
lumber, pulp and tanned 
bark. from Gtu almost 
every day to Covington. 

Virginia and Luke Lake. 

Maryland Mr Good, who 
was one of the engineer* on 
thi* run for year* 
remembers the old supply 
car and rned to keep it with 
him as much as possible 
There were so many people 
trying to travel from 
Spnjcc to Cass, it was 
dangerous riding on the log 
cars Thirteen were all they 1 
could haul and get through 
the switch backs and they 
used a brakeman for every 
two cars. He said the 
supply car and log cars 
were overloaded with berry 
pickers in the summer and 
an awful lot of hunters 
during the fall and winter 


peni purr of thr many thousand feet of 
•nth* lumber wa* sawed in 24 

... occasion* hour* (242 M feet). They 
out (tom work all remember certain 
“chof railroad wreck* and snow 
Store, storm* and 'about ait ot 
them have been in the town 
of Spruor in its heyday, 
propulate 500 in 1914. 
hoarding house, post 
office, school and Dr 
Coffer and hts pill bag and 
motor car. 

Mr. Walter Good, 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line from 1927 
until 1960, can give you as 
much or more information 
ns anyone in Cass In tact, 
he was the engineer for No 
1 to Bald Knob when the 
polinctans and Mr Barron 
took the last ride He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland He 
was running Shay No 12. 
reversing the Kir. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it was really sad to sec 
such a good engine be cut 

_ _ _ _, ,_R.uncllc. WV. up for junk, as the Mower 

Shiv Ntj 5 and No. 1 are Lumber Company Engines 

Nos. 2, 3, 8, 9, 10. 11, and 

13 got the same treatment 
later on. He stated to me 
that he had a Shay engine 
off the track as many as 12 
times in one day. 

As you know, Mower 
Lumber Company had 
their own shop (still in 

<>|X'mnon) nnd 

LiiCitOWUUitfUAm 
steel On a tough i 
there was no one 
Lowery. He would whittle 
a pattern for the piece out 
of wood, then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the piece out of steel. 

The present railroad 
known as the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, was a 
place from 1906 to 1913. 

Pardee ^Curtin Lumber 

Continued From Page 6 
about anything thar you 
could ask for The 
warehouse in Bcreoo was 
equal tn a large wholesale 
house. Potatoes and many 
food items were bought in 
carload lots 

The Pardee (.uran Store 
had many good store 
a&anagen under Mr 
Orkney Doy Brannon, 

Psrcoal. Brack Davis, 
htcoal. LB Robinson, 
brrfjo Grurpr Purrrrt of 
CaesJen on Gauiey, 

Thr for tin scores 
•rr* tmadered among?hr 
stores tn 


firt*"**- 

Jpv and on 

I front pore 

• »>n»p*nv i~ 
h *1 one nmc w ’ a " onr 

jV ht»v ,hr ? ,,r 

‘ i kct« anything 

*'** wanted. one near* the 
S“""7oU No. 4 Shav 
** ..nr purchased from 
SSfch Valley Lumber 
ES-r. -no*.. WV and 

JfJIembrance of old 
Mng d«V» as an 

J£ur*k>n train tor people 
#„«n all over the U.S. and 

fcrtiKf « iun!r "7, J >! ,h T 
resent time, old No. 4 
j* j training engine, 
training aome young men 
future engineers for the 
Ob Scenic Railroad when 
it is completed to Bald 
|Crv>l' T!*c No. 7 Shay 
engine, which recently 
visited tl»e Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 
purchased by the Natural 
Resources Department 
from Meadow River 
Company 

Shav No 5 and No. 1 i... 
two of the original engines 
left from the Mower 
Lumber Company Num¬ 
ber 5 is in operation and 
No 1 is being completely 
overhauled and will be 
ready for service by June of 
1967. Shay No. I was the 
last engine to Bald Knob in 
1961 with Wallv Barron 

411J Of her lour official* 

aboard .iunn* the ptixess 
*od buying of the Cass 
ha ) trt bv the State of 

West Virginia. 

Sitting on the store 
porch, one hears wild tales 
of Thornt Hennings and 
Beg John Cochran, as well 
as many others. Somehow 
they remember more about 
d»ncrs, fist fights, murders, 
md Jails than about how 


pfoir the «um- oft thr 
Tack* M* Good ran The 
Wad ermine and the tnem 
came m the wruln* of the 
engine so badly rhev had to 
atop and shovel the snovr 
our of the cab Mr* Good 
said that during the snow 

storm they mnyi Sad 
telephone connections 
writh Elkins The did run 
out of a lot of items v> eat 
and had to bake biscuit* 
three times a dav It was an 
exper i ence of a lifetime. 
She only had bed room for 
14. and was stuck with 20. 
men and 2 women, and hod 
to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for food. It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out m tine share 


toward Ralrnnore to talk of J 

with * Mr Lilioc vtce accompanied bv 

Maryland Railroad in who is *\s.» Senate 

^rrencr to , pootstfc Charman o< M.tvmd 

tourist train out ot __ , 

Webster Spring, to V4r RoK *1* 

Spruce, to Elkin * and 

possible conoecnons with tot 

the Cass Scemc Railroad V-.. VJ ^ t om,, y *JS|**\°* 

The 1.2 mile linkmg tract X 1970 The 

would connect the Casa J**?**? 

Scenic Railroad, the 

Western Maryland, and fl^^^High School. Me 
the C&JO and make service ■*-«"> n *»»P. '*'« with us 

ivaiUNe to tnumn that i* ** . and he %* t 

unbelievable. U this should ,cAl F ixvi Bkr*c«urr*, 
become a reality instead of Wclwtw 

1 ■fc"L w ir v * r »" to EEteEKiTK 

could be the greatest were fortvmatr in the 
tourwt attraction ol all the *crvu:c* of Mr PhilUp 
states m me natsm Bagdon ot Alcxatnlna, 

I talked with Mr Ltltoc. Virginia, sn empfovee of 

who gave me only little \ *** tt,oc *L % *** 

encouragement, luiwevcr, Hillbilly’’. This young 
he did fiMCT to my story. man i> |ust starting in 
and agjwdto 1ft ut take a journalism and . hi* first 
look tirst hand wc wetr ,.c . % 

granted penalasfon to take * “ *' tcr< 

acouple* of railrood motor * 1 '***. and nmpm 
cars on Almost 14. 1970 He was highly 

from Webster Spring* to Continued t>n Page 8 


Mr Good’s wife, still 
living in Cass, ran the last 
boarding house at Spruce 
or Cheat Junction from 
1941-1946. and that was 
the last of the buildings at 
Spruce. Cheat I unction was 
the railroad junction 
between Slaty Fork and 
Elkins. The steam Mai ley 
of the Western Maryland 

Railroad stopped for 
water, coal and orders. It 
was an enjoyable place for 
railroad workers to relax 
and assemble history ot 
rmlrr>ail wreck*. *nr»w 


WELCOMES 


hunting and fishing tn that 
area. Mrs. Good tells a true 
story of a snow storm 
which is harJ to believe, 
but elements of the same 
storm were here in 
Webster Springs Our very 
own people of this town 
were without water and 
really busy electricity for one week and 
people from Uppcrglade 
and other parts of the 
country were sidelined in 

... r . Webster Springs from 2 to 

Virginia for employment. 

We are thankful for all the 5 days. ( The time was 
good football players 
furnished to Webster 
Springs High School: Jack 
Nutter. Jim Lough, Grant 
Lough, Jim Arbogast, 

Ricky and Larry Cutlip. Joe 
and Phil Harris, Brack 
Davis. Ed Fincham, Duck 
Lipscomb, Clyde and 
Durward Leuikart, Dick 
and Argcl Smith, Walt 
Helmick. and Frank Darko 
from Jerryvillc 

Wr arc proud Curtin 
sent us Grant Winkler, 
who work* for the State 
Road. George Cnslip. our 
banker, hi* wife, a teacher 
tn ths local high school. 
mui many others in all 
walk* of llfr I wish for the 
Pardee Curtin Lumber 
«mrf overt <if bygone years, 
arv {prevent day cmjfoyeei*. 


Cleveland, W. V*. 

Phone 493-MI4 


WORTHY'S GENERAL STORE 


FISHING TACKLE £ 

BAIT ■ ALL LICENSES Jl 

AMMUNITION 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

an 

Webster Spring*. Buckhannon Pike 















Sh»V«i R ,n«Nu. \2an 
(15 .0 t«n) were i 
exclusively <> n the . 
mile being rebuilt m; 
two and sometimes 
’rips in 24 hours. 

from Ronccrv 
Durbin took 100 c 
lumber, pulp and t 
bark, from Cass i 
every day to Covi 
Virginia and Luke 

Maryland. Mr. Goo 
was one of the engir 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried tokee 
him as much as ] 
There were so mar 
trying to trav< 
Sp r uce to Cass 
dangerous riding 
cars. Thirteen we 
could haul and g< 
the switch backi 
used a brakemar 
two cars. He 
supply car anc 
were overloaded 


rmiroau wrecks ana snow 
storms’ and about all ot 
them have been in the town 
of Spruce in its heyday, 

propulate 500 in 1914, 

boarding house, post 
office, school and Dr. 
Coffer and his pill bag and 
motor car. 

Mr. Walter Good, 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line from 1927 
until 1960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
he was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Mallcy belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it w as really sad to see 
such a good engine he cut 
up for funk, as the Mower 
tumkef tiKnpim Engines 

Nkw 2. S, 8.9. 10. II. and 

I \ the same treatment 
Utrr on lie tfaard to mr 


Um u ai v a.i «• 

remembrance of old 

kgjpn# days and as an 
excursion train for people 
frvtfii all over the U S. and 
foreign countries. At the 
present time, old No. 4 
arrses as a training engine, 
naming some young men 
art future engineers for the 

Casa Saentc Railroad when 

m » completed to Bald 

Knt4> The No. 7 Shay 
cttgirv which recently 
sward thr Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 

K archawd far the Natural 
ouwitf» Department 
from Meadow River 

KatrseUr. WV 
9m h*» S ar%l No 1 are 


living in Cass, i 
Kwrdrng house 
or Cheat Jura 
1941 1946, an 

the last ot the i 











spruce line from 1927 
until 19{>0, can |{ive you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
he was the engineer for No. 

1 to Ikild Knob when the 
politicians and Mr barren 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
/00 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 

Nos. 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 
1 3 got the same treatment 
later on. He stated to me 
that he had a Shay engine 
off the track as many as 12 
times in one day. 

As you know, Mower 
Lumber Company had 
their own «V»p (still m 

operation) and made all 


Living to r 
Spr UCC to ( 

dangerous rlc 
cars. Tbirtee 
could haul a 
the switch V 
used a brak 
two cars, 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
during the 


Mr. Go 
living in C 
boarding 1 
or Cheat 

194M94< 

the last of 
Spruce. Cl 
the rail) 
between 

Elkins T 
of the 

Railroac 
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was an er 

railroad 
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SittiMK on f hr storr 
port h, one hear* wild talcs 
( «f Thornt Hennings and 
(lit; John Cochran, ns well 
many other*. Somehow 
they rrmember more about 
lames, fist fights, murders, 
and jail* than about how 


of wood, then go to the 
shop and with rhe help and 
advice of others, would 
cast thr piece out of steel. 

The present railroad 
known as the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, was a really busy 
place from 1906 to 1913. 


Pardee-Curtin Lumber 


Continued From Page 6 

•b* tut anythin** that you 
could ask for. I he 
warehouse in Bergoo was 
ev|ual to a latge wholesale 
house Potatoes and many 
j,Hxl items were bought in 
carload lots. 

The ftirdee Curtin Store 
had many good store 
managers under Mr. 

Orkney: Doy Brannon, 
Parcoal; Brack Davis, 
frrcoal; LB, Robinson, 
BrrfuO. Cicorgc Barnett of 
Camden on Gauley, 

The ( urtin stores 
•rrr considered among the 
brv of company stores in 
thr statr of West Virginia. 

k n rhu writer's opinion 
ikat (urtin wai an 

^tdktil utcnj'iny. It is 
dm stict'i opinion 
•hit every (on of coo) mJ 
0,c *t bwJ ad lumhrr that 

l*lt Webster County 

have been (ami by 
cei J Im Dtr 

#i iWtf «•. hk> 

* fW%a» «tg IStual 

'*'**» pny4r sko 

ke a Ihrii 

^'*•4 ka» ihww lit t Usd 

w Ww «W mm *4 W«w 


Virginia for employment. 
We arc thankful for all the 
good football players 
furnished to Webster 
Springs High School: Jack 
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant 
Lough, Jim Arbogast, 
Ricky and Larry Cudip, Joe 
and Phil Harris, Brack 
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck 
Lipscomb, Clyde and 
Durward Leuikart, Dick 
and Argel Smith, Walt 
Hclmick, and Frank Darko 
from Jerryville. 

We are proud Curtin 
sent us Grant Winkler, 
who works for the State 
Road, George Cnslip, our 
banker, his wife, a teacher 
in the local high school, 
and many others in all 
walks of life 1 wish for the 
Pardee Curtin Lumber 
emrloyrrt of bygone years, 
and present Jav rmpknw. 
many years if goivl health 
and hkiYU 

P & Put a cops of that 
Kun m the «nu or uakt 
thr hrd and krfrt all thr 
nuaiko I write i«n 
««vi and (wvIrvOon i 

had 


which is h 
but elcmefi 
storm w 
Webster St 
own peopl 
were with 
electricity \ 
people fr< 
and othei 
country v, 
Webster S 

5 days. 
Decemb 
Although 
at that tirr 
to many 
about tl 
during th; 
of by-goi 
Good s 
snawinj 

Decern be 
snowed 3 
a m. Itkt 
a week 
keeping 


c s 



v ion i were usefl windows on rhe second 
exclusively on the eight floor «>f the hoarding 
mile being rebuilt making liouac. Mr. Good told me 
two and sometime* three that they put two and three 
trips in 24 hours. The railroad engines together to 

UO from Roncervert to *A° W , 

Purbin took 100 airs of the 

lunu'cr, pulp and tanned came in the window of the 
bark, from l,ass almost engine so badly they had to 
every ^Uy to Covington, stop and shovel the snow 
\ irk-ima and Luke bike, Q ut of the cab. Mrs. Good 

Maryland. Mr. Good, who sa *^ that during the snow 
w ms one of the engineers on storm they always had 
this run for years telephone connections 
remembers the old supply with Elkins. The did run 
or and tried tokcep it with out of a lot of items to eat 
him as much as possible. and had to bake biscuits 
There were ao many people three times a day. It was an 
trying to travel from experience of a lifetime, 
spmee to Cass, it was She only had bed room for 
ii rgrrous riding on the k>g 14, and was stuck with 20, 

>.ar% Thirteen were all they men and 2 women, and had 
haul arvi get through to scratch the bottom of 
t>K twitch backs and they the barrel for food. It lasted 

Mi a beakeman for every for a full week and they all 

mo can. Hr saw! the made it out in fine shape 

_ i _ i i _ From the talk on the front 

. *- ar ' noren of the old Company- 


Some two week 1 
grabbed my hat ai 


and headed down 
Randolph, Pen 
Grant, Hardy, Hai 
and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimore 

with a Mr. Lili 
prudent of the 

Maryland Rail 
reference to a 
tourist train 
Webster Spr 
Spruce, to Ell 
possible conned 
the Cass Scenic 
The 1.2 mile lu 
would connect 
Scenic Railr 
Western Mar> 
the C6 lO and n 
available to tot 
unbelievable, ll 
become a realu 
a dream. W< 
could be tf 
tourist attract* 
sates in the ni 

1 talked wit 


Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a good story How 
well they are appreciated 
bv the younger generation 
and the public is unknown. 
One thing fur sure comes 
to your mind when you 
mrnfkon Smar. I* *urelv a 


WUCOMfS 




t .r< If> H m rwi" m 

tn ( 4«« In fo t. 

r.flOCl-T f« »t N«* 

Krw»h when the 

,nd Mr ffermn 
Uu ndc Hr 

-rv l on the run 

Sprux r With ■ 
f hchmging to 
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iff WOMM 

M*t I f 1 
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umber 

4UI|t 14 . m 1 


flu 


C*r». ." ' 

could K«ul *nd ««* through 

the twitch batks and they 
u%rd a hraketnan for every 
two cor*. Hr said the 
supply itr and L>g cnr.> 
*etc overloaded with berry 
pu ker* In the lummer and 
An awful lot of hunters 
during the fall and winter. 

Mr CanxiS wife, still 
living in Cass, run the last 
hoarding house at Spruce 
or C heat Junction from 
l <*41 l<*4b. and that was 
the last of the buildings at 
Spruce Cheat Junction was 
the railroad junction 
lx tween Slaty rork and 
I lkins The steam Mallcy 
of the U estem Maryland 

Railroad stopped for 
water, coal and orders. It 
w as an enjoyable place for 

railroad workers to relax 

i-ul ivxrmNr history of 


md mhtng in t 


_ting in that 

Mrs Good tells a true 
of a snow storm 
which is hard to believe, 
but dements of the same 
storm were here in 
U rhgrr Serin** Our very 
oa« ptool t of this town 
were without water and 

ciatnon for one week and 

(rum 1 pperglade 
Mtd udei jwtts of the 
lOgpry wrtr swielined in 
1 1 t 1 war hr wg» from 2 to 


A i 


«**. r*. 


Abfk* | ww« 

m fea taw I < 

W 1 taia^J • 
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to scratch the bottom of 
the bur re I for food. It lasted 
(or a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape. 
From the talk on the front 
porch o( the old (Company 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a go<xl story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public is unknown. 
One thing for sure comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce, it surely is 
the coldest and highest 
place in West Virginia. 


available to toviri 

unbelievable. If tl 
become a reality 
a dream, Wes 
could be the 
tourist attractio’ 
states in the nat 

l talked with 
who gave me 
encouragement 
he did listen t 
and agreed to 
look first han 

granted per mi 1 
a couple of ra 
cars on Augu 
from Webste 
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hunting anJ Aching in that 

arra Mn Good tnl* a true 
%u>rv of a *now norm 
tthtt-h it hard to believe, 
Kit dement* of the tame 
norm we re here in 
WeUrer Spring* Our very 
own jeoi'le of thu town 
were without wairr and 

clev trull v for one week and 
r*of4r from UppcrgUde 
4 mxI other part* of the 
country were iiJchnui in 
Wetwcrr Spring from 2 lo 

S slay* The time wraa 
Peeember 7, 1^44. 

l wr*» in Germany 
m dttf time.! recall talking 
t> Rgm of our cioimi 

•bout their condition* 
that particular week 

of bi'finc htaocy. Mr* 

Goad ojJ it ttarceJ 
itoaini at 6 a m. 

Dmmhrf 7 # IV44 and 

^»"m 4 10 uvv he% K 11 V' 

»a If kept on lauttm for 

• v or« r<d t'et aep<’ 

fnunh In three 
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Knob 


Some two weeks ago, I Spruce, through the scenic 
grabbed my hat and coat wonderland from Bergoo 
and headed down through to Slaty Fork, to Spruce. 

Randolph. Pendleton, We were honored to have 
Grant, Hardy, Hampshire, Mr. Utter back, trainmaster 
and Jefferson counties of the Elkins branch, as one 
toward Baltimore to talk of our drivers. We were 
uith a Mr. Liliac, vice accompanied by Stat€ 
pr *' ,,1<rm of rhc Western Senator Mr. Carl Gainer 

Maryland Railroad in who is also Senate 
reference to a possible Chairman of the Natura 
tourist train out of Resources Committee, an< 
Webster Springs to Mr. Bob Phillips, hi 
Spruce, to Elk ins, and Republican opponent fc 
;>..s,Wc connections with the upcoming election 0 
*e l-*« Sccmc Railroad. November 3| 1970 . i> 

Ine 1 mile Unking tract y 0un g t energetic leach 
c.winect the Cass from the local Webs , 

. ceni. Railroad, the Springs High School, h 

r ' :r c!?i M ? r> la L nd - and .Leroy Crislip, was with 

-pKo« r Ph„ »ndh« 

MMrs-ahlc It this should t*‘p7wiU be*a ere 

* reality instead of to Webster County citia 
» dream. West Virginia for the next generation. ^ 
.ow’d he the greatest were fortunate in i 


Itnjrnf attraction of all the services of Mr. Phillip 


natri tn the nation 

I taikrsJ with .Mr Liliac. 
fi%T me only little 
ctKMif ifirnirni h*»wever, 
la id irttrn tp my npf>. 
I**! 1 UiV< ii| take * 

■CMuk T« w hand h e were 
ft u4 (vtmiwiga to take 
a %ji ritkiwl nv<»*t 

i w * ie> M. I97C 

ifma Virfwitf to 


Bagdon of Alexandria. 
Virginia, an employee of 
Jim Cimistock’s and the 
“Hillbilly”. This young 
man is just starting in 
journalism and. his tint 
voir a* a writer, photo¬ 
grapher . and nrw'if>*pcr 
man Me was highly 

Con tinu id On Page S 



Hr the younger generation 
drvl the public IS unknown. 
1 >k* thing for *urr tome* 
m votir mind when you 
mrnmm Spruce, it *urrlv i* 
the coMr*t and highest 
pi ik r *n West Virginia. 


who gave me only little 
encouragement, however, 
lie diil (l* ten to my story, 
anil agreed to let w* take a 
look first hand we were 
granted jxr mituilon to take 
a couple of railroad motor 
car a on At%*u*t 14, 1970 
from Wclntcr Spring* to 


?> anci rfu> 

"Hillbilly”. This young 
nun is just starting in 
journalism and. his first 
year as a writer, photo¬ 
grapher, and newspaper 
man. He was highly 
Continued On Paw n 
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Knob 


This tourist attraction, a I 
scenic train always loaded 
with people from through¬ 
out tne United States, is a 
spectacular ol wonder. As 
the #7, a Shay relic of 
this logging years, almost stalls 

as they approach the 
steepest grade in the Cass 
Scenic Railroad Tour, all 
aboard experiences a thrill; 
a thrill which the engineer 
gives his customers and 
photographers every day. 

A shrill whistle, a show, a 
ring of smoke, a few hot 
the cinders, all add up to a 
lasting memory to all 
aboard. 

We all have certain day 
swe will always remember. 
Maybe it was a church 
service, a football game, 
electii>n day, a lecture in 
high school or college, a btg 
■ contract, or a fist fight with 
the Honorable Curt Trent, 
or a bad story yini gave to a 
newspaper, or a good one 
you tailed to get printed. 


Continued From I*age 7 

recommended by Mr. 

Comstock, and he is, in my 

opinion, one of the most 

classical writers on railroad 

history to come down the 

pike. His writing, on 
hip, will be appearing in 

newspapers throughout 
West Virginia, and in due 
time, throughout the 
nation-providing he 
doesn't become a second 
"Sheriff” Given and let his 
har go to a sire number 8 
and want to run for 
Congress or move in on 
New York Times for his 
first full time job. 

Mr E.O. Parker, a good 
looking, young track 
supervisor was the driver 
of rhe other motor car. He 
a s talented, slow, easy 
peaking, conscientious, 
ailroad main, w 
rI*ved m carrying out his 
iArr% on time We were 
u*y taking pictures, 
op rang and looking for 


IPQCAHO 



#tr „ f full time ,, 

Mr E-O • ««£ 

I..,.km*. V»“ n * '/•" 

Mifvrvtx'r w ** f *1 

,, the «>fScr tar Mc 

»,.kn,.'.l. *l.~. 

^ yt ' ^ mnd IcH^king i (,r 
* r ' , »T w * 1 J f ||»|«, (in«* 

wIB 

*. . n >t another alignment 

Mri gr-up ol *l*P fclW 

tou rtm seeking ph«»ro 

Department of 
Natural Re*ourcc» was 
% «.Hirtn»u» enough to lend a 
Srlping hand C>nc of their 
old. International. beat up 
truck* jacked ua up at 
Spruce for the journey, 12 
miles over the old 
dt*b«nd«d railroad of the 
Memory Lumber Com¬ 
pany too.d bpruce, and the 
4 mil«» through the 

I l — I ^ _ 

* * “ “ r 3 T' 41 niln Tff a 

paradaar to add Knob 

I be tram loaded with 
tour cat». belching smoke 

the tali srrucr, 
stack of «. licking 

y** r Bid under 
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We all have certain day 
»wv will always remember 
Maybe it wai a church 
Hfrvu **, a football game. 
Xctn« day. a lecture in 
fittfh school or college, a big 
contract. or a fUt fight with 
d,i> | |«»nt»rablc i -art I rent, 
or a bad *rory you gave to a 
newspaper, or a g‘«»d one 
you tailed to get printed. I 

but Ai»(u*t 14, 1970 will 
always be a dav of lasting 
memory with Mr. Cttcr- 
back, Mr Parker, Mr 
Gainer. Mr. Crislip. and 
the fine young writer, Mr. 
Philip Bagdon. As we 
regroup the words, write 
the story, pound the 
typewriter, dig through 
papers, notes, and the 
dictionary, make innumer¬ 
able telephone calls, and 
burn the midnight oil, we 
receive no ray and little or 
no local help. 

You can dr* Itrrfr • or 

nothing by yourself. 1 ask 

the | people of Randolph. 

Pocahontas, and Webster 
to help t bemsehes and help 

sell the idea of a tourist 

train from Webster 
Springs to BsId Knob and 
trom tlkiTvft to Bald Knob 
Wt hr* to, do ft timer King 

‘"Webster Spring Ki3cs 

talk, we need a road up 
•nd down Flk River, the 
Salt Sulphur Wells and 
Rarh* restored and a dally 

fourtst train from NXVbarer 

Vrmea to Raid Knob So 
i«w man can oo any tnay 

without the help if thr 

(wvipkr I aak y%«ir help' 
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Th 


Augu 

Dui 

laund 

conrr; 


penoc 

have 

eleph 

Job, 

drear 

hope 


being 

and r 


CVi T. 


boo* 


As 
Comp 
end O 
(NX'ehi 
isl H 


rfiMters 
Bnfkh 
Virgin*! 
of ns 
•plmdo 
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which 1 
broken. 
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rv >ncTin v nvein anil 
brother. R K. Given and 
hit Muck). Thu entrance 
to < 4 v« and Bald Knob was 
a drram of braurv by some 
rmnn architect, employed 
by Grief and I'killy It wu a 
monument of grief in 
comm* turn, a Paramount 
%4 beauts for the tourtat. 


Salt Sulphur Wells and 

Baths restored and a daily 

tourist train from Webster 

Springs to Bald Knob. Nd 
one man can uo anyinmg 

without the help of the 

people,.,1 ask your help! 

Sincerely, 

DP “Sheriff Given 


Asking Politicians To 
Consider YoutlvCCC’s 
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Cononunl From P»I* 9 

try hurrun and logical, it 
would appropriate money 
i*>J pul aU these unrm 

people to work. 
•ebusiJing the flood towns 
vi Bosrvrr. it » not 

d«» that the federal 
anvnwirni ts not going to 
fo#w«»h the apprinnate 
Mt Much lew ptirvlc 
,* ** Od thr tnxw sc air aa 

pSr WfA CC C% and N Y A 

iiS t % u i That as what mx 

wkmI anal dka«U km 

f) » ** ttf % n 

Umw aMovlihg 

ft ft.ft t t r ♦ * 
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youths. It has been a new 
style of writing, like steak 
sauce poured over my 
fountain pen; like ketchup, 
mustard or lettuce on the 
burger. It isn’t so, wrirtng 
style is a dish by itself. (Jim 
Comstock — WV HiWnUyX 

A good cook knows how to 
combine cooking elements 
in the right amount at the 
right timr with the racht 
tcm|vrarure. so this writer 
and (tnayi has cmtxl to 
nusk soiik inJacncmo 

to put thr V) the 

nsssl to CVMhkt my 
thns C'lt '* lk%*h, 

as) WV 


opinion 

about 

candidati 

1964 T 

consider; 
the Derm 
jumping 
with no 
ions as 
Repub lx 
Arch k 
Under w 
Black w it 

of ms | 

and as 1 
rest aural 
taciliBn 

km. I <* 

Blackwi 

rr.pe’vrvi t 

l ruled 
gs -rml n 















I he South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


Virginia lag* ami they were 
Manr cars—probably some 
political parasite spotijpnK 
a night’s lodging. 

At 11:30 p.m., I found 
mvsrlf on a moonlit 
night driving down the 
Canaan Valley on State 
Route No. 32 to Harman. 
There was no traffic and 
my memory drifted back to 
recent news' releases of 
millions of dollars for the 
development of a tourist 
mecca for that particular 
area. 1 remember a few 
years back when we were 
building the school at the 
mouth of Seneca—I rook 
the same ride in December 
during deer season and 
there seemed to be a tent 
pitched in every bend of 
the road with native 
citizens in quest of a deer. 1 
drove real slow down the 
Allegheny Mountain to be 
sure of identification of a 
spot where a tractor trailer 
had wrecked and disposed 
of a trailer load of 
Campbell’s Soup and well 
remembered a few young 
boys seven or eight years 
old talking about the 


Wftfl 1 

engirti 

Natui 

ment 

Railr 

runs 


Zompany approaches the 
md of another contract 
(Wefeaarr County Memor¬ 
ial Hospital), 1 was 
repeated to recruit some 
rastereti from the South 
branch Valley of West 
Virginia, which is truly one 
of nature's outdoor 
4>lmdon. So with the help 
of my little yellow truck 
which has the windows 
broken. I was furnished 
with a brer* that told me I 
had been missing some¬ 
thing in all the years I had 
traveling through 





™»uty i% m the South 
Braruh Valley; unique 
Smoke Hole and Seneca 
Cavern*, and Lom Rivct 
S tate ftrk. h iaa great place 
for **{ht-seeing and city 
tick vacation teekerv 


r»*»u. i • •• thrtr termed to hr I tent 
*o *n»wi patched tn every hrnd of 

ir%ym rtr S,mK the road with native 
* e« U cat citorn* in qor*t of a deer I 
>*>», H u trcwT one drove teal *Um down the 
*♦ « outdoor Allegheny Mountain to he 
w ith the hrlp *urr of identifies non of a 
ir rei»*-» tn* i *pot w here a tractor trailer 
i the window-* had wrecked and disposed 
m fumtahrd of a trailer load of 
ar ;S*r t\*Jd mr I Campbell's Soup and well 
- v».ng H>mr remembered a few young 
the >ear» I Sad K'ys seven or eight years 
ring through old talking about the 
.ns I traveled "Lassie’* show and the 
’■v •' Thomas different types of soup they 
sampling the had never tasted before. 

< the people That was some 10 years 
S e hopeful ago—those same young 
nr governor in men are now married, in 
e seems to be Uncle Sam’s Army, or 
f unrest among students in some college or 
»ts and theyare university in preparation 
rn pillar to pxxr for the hard struggles of life 
finite conckis- for the next 40 years. 

>f yet. The 1 slipp>ed silently by the 
are definitely Mouth of Seneca viewing 
r e and Cecil the rocks by moonlight 
i I visited which gives you the feeling 
4ills with one "Indians” are still there 
ncal enemies, watching every move you 
Acd over the make. I drifted along the 
and lodging South Branch Valley 
the parking carved through rocks of 
rraliwd that unique beauty into historic 
Falls was Petersburg where the Tri- 
sople from the County Fair (Hardy, 
frs. I only Grant, and Pendleton) is 
ar* with West held annually and is more or 


High powered engine at 
your fingertip* lutming to 
the commentator*’ talk 
about (hr destruction of 
the world. 

Ttxiay the South Branch 
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, Uo~ of rKo Hill o» it opproocHoi tho 
f #vi r m.Ui from tho Town of Can, Wot! 
ligQing roilrood, thit mountain railroo<J 
of 4 to Tk with tocttoni up to 10%. 
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ll Krv^r vr« rV'tft 

and the Cats Seen* 
dread on our nuuJm 

u <W rftr U>S»(ff 
Oi>^ .Vmic Rjiirv* J 
trr ik>« on the return 

l»y wiv 
to 


Hi. j< 


and our 
destination—Cass. 

ir famous switch- 
and 12h miles of 
unequaled 
cod summertime watcher, 
cares and outstanding 


the 

MVIQtn runs of the 

WeVatrr Randolph Scenic 

Railroad with a sell-out 
crowd six weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
nde on Fnday, April 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of" smoke, the whistle, the 
bell—a recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system. 

The town was spruced. 
The local people had spent 
much nme and many hours 
and was well organized for 
the big day when we could 
say, "Welcome aboard the 
'Salt Sulphur Special'. 


»• 


What A Ride! 


( •»«•••••• V If*. (mI I »•« .»«»<»•• « .1 

out IMUOU* WtttCl.l A»CVCM 
car newly painted, clean, 
distinctive open car tourist 
train headed by the world's 
largest 100 ton Heisler 
steam engine—people 
clamoring for seats, many 
taking their very first ride 
behind steam, a mixed 
variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
television people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
lovers, railroad executives, 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
have a real good time. It 
had been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local dvic 
organizations presenting 
Webster County’s state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, barn dances, ramp 
feeds, and a full three days 
of recreation for our out of 
county and out of state 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recordings of sounds of 
steam all along Elk River 
from Webster Springs to 
Slaty Fork. They had 
listened to the "best music 
in the world." the brass bell 
ringing, the whistle sounds 
of a "whipporwill". the dr\ 
river, an echo as you pas> 
through a gorge or deep 
cut. The full steam ahead, 
the photo rounds, a whirling 
cloud of smoke and steam. 
cameras clicking away, a 
rewarding justification lor 
Webster Countv and its 


local gas station) amid 
congratulations and some 
serious doubts about 
future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cattle were grazing 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Heisler #6, for 
the crossing. I stopped at 
Horton’s Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed the 
#4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river. 1 noticed one 
gentleman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the road. You 
could now see the snow 
lines about half-way up the 
mountains. I passed a small 
cemetery below the road, a 
big buck deer was eating 
grass from around one of 
the markers, he made 
about six long jumps into 
the natural habitat or 
hardwood timber and his 
white tail vanished 1 
continued up Elk aerv^s 
the Pocahontas C’ounfv 
line and headed -un**- Ml. 


Airy, «\»rrr mi\r% in Slary 

Airy, where 219 goes 
under the Western 
Maryland Railroad bridge, 
there is about one inch of 
the slickest ice I ever 
encountered on a highway. 
Two house trailers on this 
side of the bridge and a 
McCleen tractor jack¬ 
knifed on the other side. 
The road had been 
completely blocked; a state 
road grader, and a load of 
salt cleared the road and l 
journeyed on to the Slaty 
Fork Railroad yard. "Doc" 
Carlson had old Heisler #6. 
snorting, smoking, and 
steaming. They are shifting 
to the main tracks, getting 


Cheat Junction '* and scop 
at the end of the boardkig 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about four 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Cass. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a m. with 200 lbs.*of 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything, id full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we an 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people. 
Stewart Swink, a Cass 
brakeman. loses his pipe 
during the first 1,000 feet. 
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; May 1 and 2 , die 

maiden runt of the 

Wehatrr-Randolph Scenic 

Railroad with a eell-out 
crowd six weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
ride on Friday, April 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
hell—a recreation of the 
19th century transports' 
oon system 

The town was spruced 
The local people had spent 
much a me and many hours 
and was well orpmurd for 
thr big day when we could 
say. Welcome dbotrd thr 
"Salt Sulphur Special " 
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May \ 2. the 

Irn run* of the 

Wctwtrr Randolph Scenic 

Railroad with a sellout 
crowd am weeks in 
•Jtanor A fantastic short 
r*.h> ,>n frtday. Annl 30, by 
2W *. SikiJ children and 
rachrr*. the black bilk'ws 
1 f *n*»>kc the whistle, the 
el -a rev'frjfH'n of the 
cmrur\ rrans|v>rta- 


The «t»»a was spruced, 
hr kva. people had spent 
h eme and many hours 
kJ w as wrll or tain Lord for 
* bat day when we could 
» Welcome aboard the 
*• Sulphur Special*.” 



What A Ride! 
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car newly painted, clean, 


distinctive open car tourist 
train headed by the world’s 
largest 100 ton Heisler 

steam engine — people 
clamoring for scats, many 
taking their very first ride 
behind steam, a mixed 
variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
television people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
lovers, railroad executives, 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
have a real good time. It 
had been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local dvic 
organizations presenting 
Webster County’s state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, bam dances, ramp 
feeds, and a full three day's 
of recreation for our out of 
county and out of state 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recording* of sounds of 
steam all along Elk River 
from We hater Springs to 
Mtr> Fork. They had 
»rd to the "hrst music 

the bras* hr 11 
r»g the whistle sound* 
•hip* • •» will tfw dn 
» »* >*>u p 
• .if 
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ttn^Ar and stmm. 
. taking aw as a 
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l istnli an,) its 


Esso (a 

local gas station) amid 
congratulations and some 
serious doubts about 
future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cattle were grazing 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Heisler #6, for 
the crcesing. I stopped at 
Horton’s Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed the 
#4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all alor^ the 
river. I noticed one 
gentleman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the road. You 
couid now see the snow 
lines about half-wav up the 
mountains I passed a small 
cemetery’ below the r«.vid, a 
big buck deer was eating 
grass from around one of 
the markers, he made 
<iK>ut sis long jump* 
ihe natural habitat or 
hardw«s«d timber and ho 
white tail vanished ! 
nmanual up Hk axt, 
the I\k l *Hini 

law and headed .kn** M 
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Airy, where 21 
under the V& 
Maryland Railroac 
there is about one 
the slickest ice 
encountered on a 1 
Two house trailer 
side of the bridj 
McCleen tract< 
knifed on the ot 
The road hs 

completely block 
road grader, and 
salt cleared the i 
journeyed on tc 
Fork Railroad ya 
Carlson had old! 
snorting, smol 
steaming. They ; 
to the main tra< 
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Al nr. where / iv gofi 

un Jr r the Western 
ManrUnd Railroad bridge, 
there to about one Inch of 
the darkest ice I ever 
rrKvHjnrrrrvi on • highway. 
Tm%> house trailers on this 
mJt of (he bridge and a 
McOeen tractor jack- 
knded on the ocher tide. 
The road had been 

y blocked; a state 

I armlet, and a load of 
cleared f hr road and l 

to the Niary 
K** Radnoad yard "Doc" 

hod old Header »t>. 
tmoking. and 
Thrr are shifting 







to tfe 


tracks, grtung 


f**ts#|y f«tr mir Itomrwgrct 

"Cheat junction" tnd mop 

at the end of the boarding 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about four 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 

9:35 a m. with 200 lbs.*of 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything. *> full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people. 
Stewart Swink. a Cass 
brakeman, loses his pipe 
during the first 1,000 feet 






. * J 








































Flat woods Xo Cass 


Only 86 Miles From 


[O - . V«n 

you arc a boat trader-] * 0 “ 

pa,* Thompson'*. Holly 

Hole campsite. Thompson, 
a coal stripper and builder 
of Ha rrison County ’s super 
Bridgeport mall, is a former 
Webster County native. 
You pass the New Hope 
Church of Diana, a 
people’s church paid tor 
and erected by the citizens 
of Diana. When you stop at 
Bruffy’s Store for gas and 
oil, you turn the comer and 
you are on State Routes 15 
and 20, and the Webster 
Springs Turnpike, and 
Cool’s Country Store, and 
the Diana Post Office, 
opposite Basil Cutlip s 


Continued F 

Randolph O 
cion 28, 71 
miles l,04€ 
Guv Kump, 

of 1935 ar*: 
I960 Ho 

historical p 
naoonailv 
state Fore 
yearly, th 
October 
has turn* 
brown, a 
you kno’ 
way. 

You 
Head, v 

219 an, 

#55. o 

pass t 


y'» vcurlv homecoming Ai 
the upper end oi the 
airport, you take flu* Dyer 
Hill Rond to Braxton 
County's beautiful mar¬ 
oon, shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
puss the Morrison United 
Methodist Church, black 
cop entrance, brick patio 
with four picnic tables with 
benches, a beautiful well- 
kept cemetery amid an oak 
grove, a great setting for a 
country church. You 
journey on past the 

Ncwville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, farmer, 
logging contractor and a 
great step on the WV 
Midland Railroad narrow 


Brtiti'o 


Churcn ana tcmciu y -- - - ,, 

in 1890 and rebuilt in Bridgeport mall 

1950—home church of 
Braxton County’s honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison ot 
Co wen, farmer, commun¬ 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fiddles. 

Although a stone’s throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the V/i miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Taxidermy. Mr. 

Anderson is really a 
carpenter. 1 don’t know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
both forks of Holly come 
together. Six years ago, a 
railroad hub and busy 
depot when the narrow 
gauge passenger train out of 
Webster Springs made 
connection with the B&cO 
passenger trains out ot 
Rich wood to Clarksburg. 

It is now underwater and 
the site is known as 
Kanawha Run Trading seat; DDy 

Post. A country store. P5?RijJv ,l,0 - n 

where people from all over I (t/cJCKJ; ov 

the U.S. park their boats 939; Mayo 

during winter season. It is Given; a sm 

now run by Shirley and Jim down to ear 

Bright. This is a good place you enter tht 


rvervKxh h&* a good time 
Tlv* eel buy and tr*ic 
Tho hter been at it %o long 
they are no longer 
amjfcurv They* *re all 
hismru and competition 
to one another. A sale, a 
social event, a WV 
hotoncaJ event by the real 
mountaineers ot* WV. 

You pass Holly Gray 
ftrk. Braxton County’s 4- 
H Club grounds and 
Braxton County’s airport 
and home of Sutton Lions 
dub and Braxton Count- 


** • # «*9irM Ilk* 

'** v ••***' f * f *«*• cy nn aan intt—a of 

*7 ***** *’*• W; 7»| umO fQf 

?» »>II1|M> itotiofl #rxj tot turn. 







• luiifig Vinun *»» «t ia • »ivrn. a mrnmu man w»»h 

ia»w run Ihf Milrlry mil )nn • L »wr» in rtith |xupU A.* 
fright 1hla i»a»»>cJ pUr you enter the Ury andci mm 


WtM an* i «n 

» lw »Y* a tr. fr* , n J 

cojj n«hu through Jtmr, 
Jtily, August and V p t g m- 
bcr. You stop at tVc 

country store and pou 
office ar MonterviUe, 
Gatrway to Pickens. and 
Helvetia, where Dr 
Cunningham, treated a lost 
cause for leprosy, and The 
Fun Place, a new ski facility 
for Webster County. 

You are now in 

Continued On Page 15 


pu/i c ami fmw Wehatcr Sprinp to Eikins. 





















Continued From 1**U C 1 
tike Ripkv* Believe It or 

Sue L^ng, trucking and 
u* milling is *1* chief 
tuhfcvt, h t* the social 
fathering place for farmers 
nrnhef SoftKtinics 
tKrv fo hack to the horse 
*nd bugtf\ J*W cross cut 
m«s. ls>no instead hull 
Jocer*. and trams instead 
of trucks and tractor 
snukr* Cogar t Restaurant 
m Ml of hardworking, 
bom people and a good 
f ucr to scop for a country 
■anal at w ra nw mahlr prices 
M fern anr inirtnlnl in 

sizjp #i Tommy 

IWf Auttko lioutr 

TVn fuhrt mtr Safu#slay 


ni K ht a< 7 p m. from five v’s V<arW h. 
counties in WV: Upshur, the upper 
Lewis, Braxton, Gilmer, airport, yoi 
and Webster. It is the social Hill Roac 
event of the week, and County’s 
everybody has a good time. oon, shell- 
They sell, buy and trade. health ccr 
They have been at it so long pass 'he b 
they are no longer Methodist 
amateurs. They are all top entrat 
business and competition NV“itn tour j 

to one another. A sale, a benches, « 
social event, a WV kept ceme 

historical event by the real gTOVC * a * 
mountaineers of WV. country 

You pass Holly Gray journey 
hirk, Braxton County 's 4- Ncwville 
H Club grounds and Tom Gi 

Braxton County's airport Vv*mg < 

and honvr of Sutton 1 u'ns great sty 
Huh and Braxton Count- Mdbfd 







Miles From Flatwoods 


v'» yearly homecoming. At 
the upper end of the 
mrjx»rt, you take tlx* Dyer 
Hill Road to Braxton 
County's beautiful mar¬ 
oon, shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
the Morrison United 
Methodist (Church, black 
cop entrance, brick patio 
with tour picnic tables with 
benches, a beautiful well- 
kept cemetery amid an oak 
grove. a great setting for a 
country church. You 
journey on past the 

Nkwville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, farmer, 

• onng contractor and a 
great step on the WV 
Midland Railroad narrow 


gauge passenger train, also to s| 
B6cO Railroad passenger you 
train, from Clarksburg to pass 
Richwood. Next you pass 1 
the High Knob Methodist a 
Church and cemetery built 
in 1890 and rebuilt in 
I950--home church of 
Braxton County’s honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of Church 
Co wen, farmer, commun- people’s 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fiddles. 

Although a stone’s throw 
from the Mount Hebron oil, you 
United Methodist Church 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the VA miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Taxidermy. Mr. 

Anderson is really a 
carpenter. I don’t know 
how he ever wound up 

being a saviour for big game 86-mile 

hunters. You 


' p m fmm five 
1 U \ l Y>shur, 
ttnr, Gilmer, 
pt It»» tSe ul 
rbe urri, and 
m* i gtxxi time 
bus and rr*lr 
xenatiifto fong 
no longer 
TSn are all 
J cewrtprrmon 

Nrr A m *. a 

•t. a WV 

mt fcn tbe real 
»c* 


you are a boat trader. You 

--i Thompson’s, Holly 

Hole campsite. Thompson, 
coal stripper and buildei 
of Harrison County’s supei 
Bridgeport mall, is a formei 
Webster County native 
You pass the New Hop 

of Diana, 
church paid fc 
and erected by the citizer 
of Diana. When you stop: 
Bruffy’s Store for gas an 
turn the comer an 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webst 
Springs Turnpike, ar 
Cool’s Country Store, at 
the Diana Post Offic 
opposite Basil Cutlip 
hometown park. V 
Cutlip cakes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendent. You are now- 
miles on your way to 

trip to visit 
Cass Scenic Railroad, an 
miles out of Web? 
Springs, sometimes ca 
Puzzle Hole because 
Webster’s three 
mountains: Mulct, ft 


approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
ot the Sutton Dam, where 
both forks of Holly come 
together Six years ago. a 
railroad hub and busy 
when the narrow 
passengrr train out of 
Webster Springs made 
connntkxi with the H 6 aO 
imwmgrf trains out of 
Ksthttuud to CWksburg 


Mayor Casa at 

rn. 4 *nuiU 
a h> earth ram'k 












k f ork Ridge, “ n 
U hit Skidmore’s 
Station, across the 
t |„. WV Liquor 
and Chevrolet 

At the stop light is 
staurant. I urn 

15 South is 
Hamrick's Restaurant and 
Service Station. You come 
hiek to the stop light, take 
State Route 20 and you are 
on your way to Valley 
Head. You pass the old 
Webster Springs Hotel, the 
tamk, turn right at the Scars 
Roebuck Store, and you 
see an excellent motel with 
reasonable prices, the 
Mineral Springs Motel. On 
the left is City Hall, a 
wealth of information 
including a full list ot high 
school graduate pictures of 
11 Wesbtcr Springs High 


HUit trader. You the . 

itpaon's, Holly Serv, 

utc Thompson, •tree 

per and bulkier Slot 

, County’* super Cara 

mall, is a former Murl 

\uintv native. right on 

You jmvi the New Hope 
Church ot P«ana. a 
jeopie 's church paid tor 
*rvi ero.:ted bv the cl tt sc ns 
i* I^wna When you stop at 
Rruftk'* Store tor gas and 
t *|. you turn the corner and 
y v v are on Statr Routes 1 
avJ 20, and the Wehster 
Spring* Turnpike, and 
Ckxil** Country Store, and 
thr IVana Post C>tficc. 

,ipp^v«itr Basil Cutlip’s 
hometown park Mr 
luffcp t*kc% great pride in 
S» jioh a» park *upenn- 
amJmt You are now 26 a 

*/i r. *xxjr w»y to the School, before consolida- 
vvww trip to visit the non. You turn around, 

Can Sm*. Ra road, andQ come back to Sears 

- g it of Webster R»»ebuck and stop, enter 

urnrtimn called the C ourt House lawn, and 

Ik r hrxjutr of help yourself to natural salt 

* * ' Me# * three big sulphur water, which some 

u •-«*'** * Vfilaer. Rani say taste* like rotten eggs 

' ktOjtr Ycau hnr to You continue «outh on 20 

V«u»* to |n Mo pul the Go Mart which 

Ih-few* uphill enn irlktuui Mtijagh 

^ es. CKavlie Sluilmutr« 

»• h*« pa mw 1 % M ai m an Srnsr 'eittun, hH^ftaiul 

*n*« V k>( •« Yum «mi )mimt i f tun You 

* n* tTainanrei < the entrance to 


Continued From P a 

Randolph County, p 
tion 28, 734 and 
miles 1,046.34, he 

Guy Kump, great gr 
of 1935 and Wally 
1960. How man* 
historical points is 
nationally for the 
state Forest Festi 
yearly, the first 
October when Ja 
has turned the 1 
brown, auburn r 
you know winter 
way. 

You come ti 
Head, you turn 
219 and Scenic 
#55, one-half i 
pass the Vail 


,r»-K<r*. t* 
t tmi |wo» 
Mrthviie 

ir«m huh 


n#»» 




ttnt Mr 
rr« fly « 
•nl Irww 

• ► 'H f *J|' 


WpjnviiwH 

rr» iw • rr 

■»* .. 


w «fiv a 

J Km* 




r l*KO 

WS »v 


rr nJ 

«* *i 

r **3i 


("tiihr tmkm rt 

; Kti« |ot> •• n* rk *'*r cr, 'v 
r^.frn. Y<*» now 26 

milr« on V«»ur **V ln , J' r 

fif* autr trip n» vl * H 
C am Smk Knilfwtl. *n«l J 

mi Jr« •>«« of Wehstrr 

• wetinwn .-llcJ 

FStjsIc Hok because of 
Webster'* three hit 
ntiHmtrin* Millet, IV tint 
«TkJ McGuire You have to 
Jitunhill ft* net into 
VI fUirt String* ami n|>hill 

to ^rt i«ut. 

Toil now 14 miles on 

i ,%m mile* (uChm. You 
*rr in VI ebstrr Counry. 
A rbt r Sttuv. county 

*cat % SW tquacc miles, 



han 


Mirot Cassandra 

1 (is 


s smsii town with 

id ka 

dww« to earth people At 


ioi ent 

irr the cm and cross 
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<u ntw»i urmivimc piciurcn of 
all Wr»Nrr Springs High 
School, before tonsolula. 

tit m. You turn around, 

come back to Scar* 
Roebuck and atop, enter 
the Court House lawn, and 
Iwlp yourself tonaturaUalt 
sulphur water, which some 
VIv tantc* like rotten eggv 
You continue south on 20 
joist the liu-M.trt which 
oervr* delicious sandwich' 
es, Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Station, Foodland 
and jimmy's Exxon. You 
pass the entrance to 
Furcoal. Barton, Pardee 6c 
Curtin Lumber Com 


n urn known himhrr and 

coal town. You continue 

across Point Mountain/ 

always fresh air, fog and 
cool nights through June, 
July, August and Septem¬ 
ber, You stop at the 

country score and post 
office at Montervillc. 
Gateway to Pickens, and 
Helvetia, where Dr. 
Cunnttgham. created a lost 
cause for leprosy, and The 
Rat PWe. a new ski facility 
kw Webster County 
You are now in 
Cotittnuel 1 Vi IW 14 












Only 86 Miles To Cass 


^ntfluxvi From Pijjr 14 
|Ur^r^ County. popu Li- 
gpn 2& 734 jnJ square 
1 046 34, home or 
G«i ICsamp. prat ^vrmor 
d 1935 md Wally Barron, 
06C Ho* many great 
brtftncaJ faints is known 
aoooaOv tar the yearly 
•Mt Forest Festival held 
the first uxrek in 
Gtrober when Jack Frost 
fes turned the leaves to 
Irrown. auburn reds, and 
You know winter is on its 
ay 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-halt mile, you 
pas* the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, 14 mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn, 

6 miles, you continue on to 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary 1 Vi miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 


The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29, 1965 
January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the history of 
1965, but somehow 
wander to Camp Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven’t been 
over this fall, therefore I 
have no fresh sausage or 
bacon and the liver we use 
to throw away. 1 remember 
the last ome l helped 
butcher, someone asked 
_ .4 t tmv essence 


years later, l would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progress We never sand 
still—we travel b V 

Boeing Jet Irom New York 
to London In et«bt Hours.1 

tr-ivliAed this 







Only 86 Miles To Cass 
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p»*t*uU 
M *r»J wfiorr 
l.i^ W kw *4 

Kucnr r^ 1 * fovrmor 
NlS«vi U *!!> Hitrun. 
t«Pc H*w many great 
IwaTvOcal fotfits t> known 

for fhr yearly 
Forrv Festival held 
first week in 
hm jack Frost 
bt fumed the leave* to 
auburn red*, and 
know winter is on its 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
•55. cjne haU mile, you 
Pim the Valley Head 


Restaurant. and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tnhr A number of Indian 
statue* are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoc. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, U mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
urch. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snow shoe wtd 
Stiver Creek ski ranges A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. I 

6 miles, you continue onto 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain. 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary 1V$ miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to nde 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price ot 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 
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The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


(Vxmhn 2*. !«*»* 

|invurv rolled 

itvuivJ Aivi one »KoulJ be 

•t«:n< iKwi the history of 

ldf*V but somehow I 
•«nJrf to Camp Caesar 
«Hrrr farmer' gather to 
Krfvhrt I haven't been 
^rr this fall, therefore I 
m> fresh sausage or 
rmixt and the liver at used 
ip (Knm i»i> I remember 
eKr kart time 1 helped 
Suf^Kn. somcv»nr a»Wd 
M V had any earner 


aaay nanwr 

ikat m«t)r 



d a ran of muff 1 foe 10 

[«ac»|kdi (nun my lather's 

l*re aval sM9W Wr had 
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r,r ^aahearaKeatoitlt 
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K* •» 


I uyv 

umI 1 

r > >v a a \>( 


* ». 


V**» MMli 


years later, l would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilised men make 
l >r ogres* We never stand 
still—we travel by 7C< 
Boeing Jet from New York 
to London tn eight hours 1 

traveled this year from 



wm «w • ** *+ 


Oregon in $1* hour*. This 
country t» cm the mine and 
that’s as it rfiould be 

The modern store 
today—you stand at line, 
grab a cart. whtihan^ 

ir«iund in a male ot 
gitrnrs. filling yc*it cart 
as you go- csetything a 

already psAaged 

mot m tierk and iwu saanJ 
haw aa a t o i> fwy 


UlilfvMII I 


Tll.l 













mtul Ttr+rt *parmn« i 
fr*Or *Np farmer* 

I liftfti w Kh h onf j»«rd 
FW*f*c*wt Mail r«n»« h <w 
Rtdtm't Mulf and f* h 

wr<«man »bo w*ol «nuff and 
»Krv ttwaf «xl mr with 
rfirif mmiH iftirt a, Him 

fcm ■ I •"uKIn't trll 
•n«H«or clw km rtnn h I hry 

im«J or mtuM kind. 

h «kt pir*«4int to rfvr 
fartnrY—to lake hit 
r «* Mdvaj'plc— 

t cat bargained and bartered 

fc-J thr f At met got what he 

• »»u J in the exact 
*»*''** Working in the 

June* h*h school on 
Sa*\#\iars •*» a pleasure 
TVn *lm*r» nkrvi me 
imS.«ui fc*«h*U and why I 
5 .»»id such a *ilhr game 
TVf atMaen came by 
Ikftirbki wtth a odea ad 
&* | *)«•>» put the 

r *rnn on thr tsJc&sdJIc 
Kui Ivtprd the women get 
*.N»a#4. umaQi fart sting f he 
►*•*•** • t* in make sure 
n* i 0 M a good Mart, never 

that aumcdiy 


" van, wmznang 
around in a maze of 
groceries, filling your cart 
as you go—everything is 
already jmckaged. You 
•er ve la drrk and you stand 
in line again to pay. 

Hx- young E irl» arc 
walking ihe streets with 
blue, pink, and purple hair. 
My. how times have 
changed I rhink I’ll get a 

wig -my bald head getr 
cold during winter. 

Women wear starp- 
jxwntcd high-heeled shoes 
which arc certainly not 
built for comfort—looks 
like some women need to 
use a pencil sharpener in 
order to get then toes in the 
shoes. 

They’ve moved the 
hemline on women’s 
dressed up a notch and it’s 
the style to show the 
kneecap. This doesn’t 
make the women more 
attractive—it simply makes 
the street corner loafer 
gawk? 


































Given, this writer being on my mother's lap. The 
others are my brothers and sisters. 
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Another Railroad 

Paper Has 
Come And Gone 


Another all time rail- 

MhJ tommier of cku 

v li»un«;tion ha* been 
r**ntnJ and in circulation, 
rVtm omc Ka» come and 
<orw a hit n uid is said, 

and »K»i at done t* done In 
tka« (hr closing of a 
kn«nc]l railroad lumber 
c p— pm i m drdicatrd (o 
nMriiaJ butts and Wot 
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phone number is 847- 

5841. 

For years I have adopted 
the philosophy of fun. 
endeavoring to work at and 
tTving to show others the 
funny side of life, because 
there a so much sadness, so 
many heartaches and so 
many other dunes that take 
up your time. I have used 
this philosophy on radio, 
television, and daily life. 

And so with these 
(losing remarks. 1 hope this 
historical nulruad nrwv 
paper has «a«d somrthmg 
that you will hkr and 
t hrfiih It to. let me know 

I Var tui tfu» ii>pr m mm 

tsar bcmv. fhNr. of afffc . 
It tnuld he uatul in the 

snare ahead 
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As the old Shay engine, hauling more 
than 200 happy tourists, puffed up Bald 
Knob in its sixth week of operation, 
it seemed to be saying, "I thought 1 
could, 1 thought 1 could, 1 thought l 
could r 

Like tile locomotive in the chrldten'% fable, 
the little engine which pushed amt pulled on the 
Cuss Scenic Hnilro.nl in Pocahontas Ccun'.y wa» 
where it wa4 because of optlm «m, delonum*- 
lion, and endurance. 
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1 i' ; 1 •< Or.m.b.n* ;.r ? • x 

peiation, awn ^ astronomer! cam# *0 tM part 

10U !rht I of West Virginia because It »» f is 7 

bought wnnl no t our i ft t railway to interfere WillTVh«7 

fal !h’ Negotiations at this writing are COoUnubg 

,lle<! on the ^ parks Division of Uic Department 

Loun.y w. ^ Natural Resource* awl Astronomy Obagrv*- 
determinn- t officials. In the event the *57«.000 V - r * 

approved, Cass Scenic Railroad develops rt 
Hanning wju procee <] ; ,i a rapid pace, 
ugust. i960 |mporlanl laak which would be irr.m«j, 

C S , a 7Thi ately undertaken would be thr* ekaring *f forest 

pported the ^ lQ climjnatc fire hazards. An «b««vat^» 

. . , hw tower near the top of the mountain hft* High 

0 [ l .he Na- priority, (or Uie use ut both .«>»•>* aad 

J Gr«n- photograph*™. Some old raUroad can. «*« 
merchant used os lo S8 er camps, would probably be r*r*o- 
of pari vated and placed in service, 
irginia tour- In on article published in the Sunday Gazette- 
Mail Stale Magazine of May 14. 1*1. I '*”** 
that the problem would seem to be. after the 
railway gets into operation, not to attract tour¬ 
ists. but to find sufficient living quart ers md 
food for them after their arrival. This ftrecaal 
seems to have been accurate. 

Many of the Cass Scenic Railiood paMcsftrs 
bring picnic lunches and make—what other*.i« 
would be just a fascinating ride—a real err 
sion. For example: 

The train docs not run on Mardljt aed Tu^?- 
day, but on Saturdays. Sundays and bcl-4*j* t 
makes three trips—one in the morning and 
in the afternoon. On Wedaeadayv. ; 

and Fridays, it makes two afleouoft trip* 

Those with picnic lunches go up on oe* of 
early trips, have lunch on the tno v* a A 
catch a later train back to Call 
O n my visit, the Women's Soc.ety of Chrin^j* 
Service of the Methodist Church, a Com i’~9- 
was making and serving pkf and Mbdwachat 
and distributing *oft drinks :n the «’%<» -< 

These local women work hard to mskr .; ■< 

the lack of restaurants m the area 
The whole pro>ect. hy the way. cvw‘>i harfij* 
exist without the cooperat^oa cd the (t o >f»»t • 
and Ohio Railway, which • 
depot to be used as an anpoorr^x* fswXus ▼ , 
ticket office, wai ' <r.( i(Wtn 4^!f 

If you decide to vail Ca-a. H * gf *• «l t 
bad Idea to take s \-*g o M fvsl > • 

thermos bettk If you ptoo w. star 
you should purer* hotel ov aMl me? > • -m 

in adsaoce. There orw os K (Nnllgii ^ 


THE BOOMING 

Business in Cass 


The Department of Natural Resources, 
plagued by a perennial fund shortage, was 
not at first receptive to the idea. Rut the Cass 
Planning Committee was not easily discour¬ 
aged. With newspaper support and the aid of 
friendly legislators. $150,000 was appropriated 
by the 1%1 Legislature for the purchase of 
the Cass tracks and right-of-way. The Depart¬ 
ment of Natural Resources acquired the property 
in the summer of 19G2. 

Although the slate had only about $30,000 
to make repairs to the logging road and build 
the necessary facilities, the Cass Scenic Rail¬ 
road opened for business on June 15, 1963, five 
days before the state's 100th birthday. The Cass 
Planning Committee thought it could, and it had. 

By July 28, before the business day started, 
3.796 adults and 1,558 children had, during the 
first five weeks of operation, paid $2.00 and 
$1.00, respectively, for the eight-mile round trip. 
During the fifth week of operation, alone, rail¬ 
way fares were collected in the amount of $2,205. 

There were drawbacks and disappointments. 
Only four miles of the track could be utilized 
this year for an ascent of about 1,000 feet. TTils 
Is about half of the total railway mileage en¬ 
visioned, and passengers are not yet able to 
view the breathtaking panorama from near 
the top of Bald Knob, at 4,852 feet the second 
highest peak in the state. Hoped for funds from 
the U. S. Area Redevelopment Administration 
have not been approved. 

But the outlook is not dork Procurement of 
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Picturesque old Shay engine woits of Cass Depot before first run 
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,S 11?I,t V ' t,lc Shay pushes the riatcars 
a n x ions To 1 look 'a t^a nid plfolograi^h ^ **■ 

lime and tZ . P J for s« months at a 
and rZng .• nly recreati0n lhey had w»* poker 

bark Creek i a whlch n hMH lh * B,ade at koall.er- 
eontains native brook?? „, P w ‘’' 80 ° fcel ;,n() 
takes advantage of n» ' Blilc khur»t wittily 
Virginia «*"*"»' W« 

In tlu* crowd " , p * a,l< * friendliness 1 
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Blackhurst's stuffed animal museum at Cass is popular spot 

t n j; _» — ---- 1 » * 


WSCS lad 


les prepare refreshments to sell to 


tourist*. 


- * ' mo lutiiu .uni i ill I (HI l 

n ourself. We don’t want any trouble." 

Blackhurst is an expert taxidermist and I 
? e a h°ut 175 mounted specimens of antm; 
0l,Md in . ,h e area, as well as a few exo 
•’Pecies, in a small museum at ( ass \ lai 
* “ k bear, killed recently near that coinnutnii 
raerts Ihe^ visitor at the door. 

Hu* present Scenic Railroad ends on a plate, 
1 d huu miles up the mountain I 
K , ou, « *1 retches and eats and drink* in 
,,,rn "' ;,lr ' for about r, mm,ib then < 

bi,ck l,, »»ard. The eight mi . , 
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develop it. An 


I. ride ll>. C>* railroad «<" “ ?• 

.. from their remarks in the 

)ne voting tourist from MarUnton 
complaint, and these were his 


hand and introduce 
y trouble.” 
taxidermist and has 
specimens of animals 
>11 as a few exotic 
m at Cass. A large pleased, judgin 

tear that community. visitors* book. 0 

Dor. however, wrote 

ad ends on a plateau exact words: 

mountain. Everyone ..j (i j nncl scc n o bares.” 

1,5 and drinks ,. in . a Seriously, as residents of Tennessee and North 
ninutes. then climbs Caroljna ,, ave found oul in the Great Smokies. 

ride takes two hours. ^ ^ bcar , s a most popu i ar tourist attrac- 

ic train goes all the ^ a)beU sornot i,ing of a nuisance, and even 

ip may be twite as ^ (| r l0 the incautious. The black bear co-jld 

to take it. The 'tew valuable tourist asset if allowed to multiply 

5„Vlo*sun S£2 His natural environment around Cas,^ 

A live black bcar can attract tourist: A ceaa 
Arpa is ureal. if the one attracts only flies. 


He Is right. As the Shay pushes the flatcars 
up the mountain, everyone crowds to the sides, 
anxious to look at and photograph the scenery. 
Blackhurst points out some ancient railroad cars 
where ‘•loggers camped for six months at a 
time and the only recreation they had was poker 
and fighting.*' 

As the train turns up the grade at Leather- 
bark Creek, which beads up at 4.800 feet and 

Blackhurst wittily 
takes advantage of the somewhat distorted Vi est 
Virginia ••Image’' to give jollity and friendliness 
to the crowd: 

"This Us Lealhorbark Creek.** he says, "and 
there's some people who li\e up here who don’t 
like strangers. If they happened to see any. 
they might take a shot at them, and with a 
crowd this big, they couldn't miss. Not that 1 
ever knew them to miss, anyway. So if yon look 
around you, and scc anybody that looka like a 


amimotlallofis in CM, no: you mign: :ry me 
ptarby towns of Buckeye, Mariinton, or Boyer, 
or consult the W Va. Dept. of Agricultures 
Vacation Farm Directory. 

The scenery and climate are worth some alight 
Inconvenience One of the prettier ways to reach 
Toss, over on excellent highway, is through the 
Monongnheln National Forest and Seneca State 
forest, between Huntersville and Dunrnore. 

On the railway ride itself, visitors travel in contains native brook trout 
two large flatcars provided with benches and 
an overhead covering of wood nrd plastic. W E. 

Blackhurst, a local schoolteacher, taxidermist, 
and authority on West Virginia logging, provides 
a running commentary with the aid of art elec¬ 
tronic "bullhorn." 

"Never mind about the neats.” lie tolls those 
who have been unlucky in the scramble for room 
on benches, "you’ll all l*e standing up before 
w e get very for, any way.” 
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Exterior of Cass Country Store. Charleston entrepreneurs are behind this facility 


WHAT’S NEW AT CASS? 


Ob J-.r* IS. 1«3, tourist* traveling 
•bt Cam 5k*nk Railroad on it« first 
Mbfie run dtawvered a pleasant fact: 
A* kviftM the Shay locomotive 
p. u;of the can vu a genuine antique. 

fM* r^i vjtHoc* alM dUeoverrd an unplear,* 
td tart TourUt Mc*fnmodAtKms at Cana 
Met )Mt M a«qiw u tbe IBHO-modol Shay. 
Ttv «cJj «i> you t«xld get A hot meal wa* to 
ovn WA and roaat it in the loco* 
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BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


State’s largest tourist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there are more 
on the board as soon as money 
is available. 


\a» A n jnb women helped out rnlght- 
•f wUi {Mi, c*kr», and landwichea, but de- 
tutu! utu-n Cffjtrtxipp'ri aupply and Dm unhap* 
pi towkt waa left with nothing more nourlah* 


Mhat is now a major West Virginia tourist at- 

traction. . . . . |A 

Oix-ratine a railroad on a shoestring led to 
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Virginia This was well and gooci, uiiui 
^ l^omotivc axle broke at U.e time of their 
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Slate Road Commission will also repave the 
proved ^and Itate Parts offices say** 
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Kk^Wlace on the mountain where 




the first private-enterprise devi-lopmen^ M 
Cass is still going strong, and Blacunirw 
has iow mounted about 300 animals (or >our 

in A^Cirih\Var Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor * 

Blackhurst taxidermy ^ 1 grants a 

mSuding Civil-War payrolls. 

aiar^rsxiJf—• ■—» ** 
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ottvertwwi. tne hiiiiy locomotive 
iMilliiiK the cars was a genuine antique. 

Pul CflSS visitors also discovered an unpleas¬ 
ant fact- Tourist accommodations at Cass 
were just as antique ns the 1880-model Shay. 
The only way you could get a hot meal was to 
bring your own food and roast it in the loco¬ 
motive firebox. 

IxK'al church women helped out might¬ 
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de¬ 
mand often outstripped supply and the unhap¬ 
py tourist was left with nothing more nourish¬ 
ing than food for thought. 

In Cass, toilet facilities of the man-made va¬ 
riety were limited to those at the end of the 
un and in the old C&O depot. 

If you wished to wash away the soot and 
j.’rs accumulated during the two-hour train 
ride, there was plenty of running water —no 
washrooms, just running water. You had a 
choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier 
River. 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations 
were 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 
(pronounced “Bowyer”). Lodging could be 
bad there at Van’s Motel, but the eight rooms 
at Van’s were likely to be filled, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun¬ 
ter. The nearest place where you could buy 
* a hot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
40 miles away. 

The net result of these several inconveni¬ 
ences was that visitors motoring home after a 
Jong, hot day at Cass were nearly always sun¬ 
burned, sooty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita¬ 
ble. thirsty and dog-tired. 

The fact that 5,354 paying customers never¬ 
theless rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first five weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
glowing tribute to the hardihood of the Amer¬ 
ican tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
buff 


There has been a steady advance in rail¬ 
road patronage, by the way, since the Shays 
began puffing in their new role at Cass. Paid 
fares for 1965 show more than 18 per cent in- 


tre-v-f over a comparable period in 1964. 

Karly adverse conditions at Cass w<Te in 
part due to the desire of Pocahontas-County 

the Department of Natural Ke- 
feourr«-s wh.t-h owns the railroad, effects ns- 
< ' r ~*' rTl * ,th K, end contiguous land) to get 
* ' r ® 4r R«‘lro»d Marled during the West 
~ Ca ortnmui year That goal was oc- 
'***• it a piicc In too spring of 
•“•half *un t cumbed, its shorlncra 

***. 0»d Ms MMurwhat aooly stilrttutl 
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wlu " mauuutiuig incidents wmen wero „ 

i"sCce W Tw'S. 

'cnl gaV H K ample and coverage* to 

Cass, and his story prompted many Wafhin^ 
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w , Virginia. This was well and good until 

visit° m0 t ve axle b "*e at the time^f £S 
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jor work wil 
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ed four mile 
so. This will 


thP 16 .? ccidenl injured no one, but it did duI Whittaker'' 

1OUt ,° f business until a new S ^e run^ov 
wto 1< «^!» ed ’ which took no short search (a The secti 
lucky find made the search shorter). Prob- be improve 
f b y mor e important than the temporary halt tasa wib * 
m operations was the adverse impression for Jurist 
IE! d ® Sam long-suffering visitors from com P'ete t 


Staffs c^pitS ng - SUffering fr¬ 
it appears that at long last the lean days 
at Cass are about over, and residents of the 
old mill town doubtless feel that it’s none too 
soon. It took three years from the time the 
Sceme Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass 
Planning Committee until the first passengers 
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and 
earth gets moved, it will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment 

Administration funds to be put to work at 
Cass. 


tive repair 
particular 
At the ei 
trails will 
spruce foi 
structed. 
which I 1 
known as 
At the 
side of It 
will be a< 
At preset 


Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over half- 
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im¬ 
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de¬ 
layed by protests from the National Radio As¬ 
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank. 

The scientists with the big metal ears had 
built a listening post to the universev at Green 
Bank because the area was as quiet as a 
moon crater at midnight. 
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“No indeed,” said they, “we don’t want noisy 
trains and noisy people with their noisy au- 
mobiles. It’ll ruin our reception.” 

The observatory officials said it might be 
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but 
the access road would have to be relocated. 
The access road happens to be W. Va. 28. a 
primary highway. 

The State Road Commission screamed 
about that. “Can’t do it!” said Burl Sawyers. 
“It would cast millions!” 

There was a deadlock which was finally 
broken by Sawyer’s suggestion that port of 
W. Vn. 7, not W. Va. 28. be relocated. W. Va. 
7 is a secondary road that connects W. Va. 
28 with Cass, about six miles distant. The sug¬ 
gestion was accepted by federal authorities, 
and the intersection of W. Va. 7 and 28 is 
being moved about a mile south of its present 
location. 

Thla Involve* budding one ami three-tenths 
inilei of new highway, and the yob should 
door by Lhu (all U u U) be hoped that the 
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nuu oiuiu i in ku omciais auy uiat Ukih 
on the railroad work will be received Au¬ 
gust 17. It Is probable, however, that no ma¬ 
jor work will bo done until next spring. 

What will be done with the ARA grant? 
First, the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend¬ 
ed four miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly 
so. This will make the ride twice as long as at 
present, although there will still be a stop at 
Whittaker, the place on the mountain where 
the run now ends. 

The section of railroad that now exists will 
be improved. Railroad shops on the line near 
Cass will be renovated and probably opened 
for tourist inspection. These shops, which have 
complete tools and facilities for steam-loco- 
tive repair, arc curiosities in themselves, with 
particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts. 

At the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
trails will be prepared through a beautiful 
spruce forest, and an overlook will be con¬ 
structed. The panorama from this overlook, 
which 1 have seen, is destined to become 
known as a beauty spot of the East. 

At the present terminus, a plateau on the 
-:de of the mountain, about 40 acres of land 
will be acquired by the state, if all goes well. 
At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 


disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or 
d-.-x .-r of picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot 

j os-*r h alf- nght-of-way now owned by the state. There 

is to the up will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of 
an: im- Bald Knob and also at the lower stop. 


i Radio As- 



lltimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a 
ledge, ski trails and.other frills near the sum¬ 
mit of Bald Knob, but the half-million dollars 
available from ARA at this time won’t cover 
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Down in the valley at the present time, 
there have been many pleasant improvements 
e the summer of 1963. Several privately 
owned and operated establishments have 
•prur.g up to cater U> the more obvious needs 
of railroad patrons. 

You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
hat m» i! J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 
haa renovated a <'40 dining car and named 
it the Shay Inn. Air-conditioned and at- 
u*. :.*r y furnished, the Shay Inn is an ex- 
aaata of creative thinking, an operation 
h fits in perfectly with its setting. 

You it. ay ai*o get something to eat at the 
Cxta Country Kitrhm, the restaurant section 
af the Caa* Country Store, a huge, restyled 



company store building which also 
a udi f'xtnUm. benches for the weary, 


rrwoi. and many souvenir stands 
TV C*aa Country JRora rompln la, like the 


Im. 0 privately 
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M -.1 devaiopment 
state uwned rail 
aatrfully painted 



lubpecuuu. 

A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 
Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
“penwritten” records, letters and grants a 
century old, including Civil-War payrolls. 
There are many weapons of the Lincoln era, 
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected 
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West 
Virginia moonshine still. 

There are no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van’s Motel, about 10 miles distant 
yet affords the nearest lodging. But six miles 
north of Boyer is a new motel. The Hermitage 
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit¬ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun¬ 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away, 
are several new, modern, motels. Or, those 
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay¬ 
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. I 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive, 
leaving U. S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the hills until it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thorawood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet been opened to the public. No 
work, in fact, appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around Cass, 
is being difficult. 

On the railroad itself, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating condition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a 
good idea for arrangements to be made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum¬ 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. 

And bring dong a sweater or light coat 
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A free word of advice to the Department 
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
I'ut up highway signs giving the location of 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, and bow to get 
there. Make these signs big. make them ex¬ 
plicit, and place them on all major highway 
approaches. 

If you are running a business that depends 
uimni highway trade, it is wise to assume that* 
all tourists have poor eyesight, no memories, 
and don't read English welL You 11 be wrong, 
ot course, but it’s better to be theoretically 
pot* and practically right than the ') 

around. 


SUNDAY GAZETTE MAIL 
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Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 
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• am C. Blixiard sat on top of caboose to get this shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festival. 


Tliis year the Elkins Forest Festival, 
plagued by rain and dis-mal weather, 
was pulled out of the slough of despond 
by one of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirers call the Wonder¬ 
ful Iron-Hoss Shay. 

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas¬ 
sengers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paid money to take short rides behind the 80- 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number of paying cus¬ 
tomers, the little Shay remained a stellar at¬ 
traction. 

It was difficult not to notice the locomotive, 
for its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac¬ 
tice. How do you ignore a festival attraction 
with a sort of built-in calliope which can be 
heard for five miles? You don't, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or, at, most, two. 

There were those who, in self-defense, hauled 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit¬ 
ted their teeth in silent protest against the 
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, 


operate') snort and puff on the Cass Scenic Rah 
road, this season hauling 38,857 paying cv 
tomers up Bald Knob for four miles anc 
back again. 

Last year, someone had the idea of bring 
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for th« 
Forest Festival, where the public would b« 
treated to short rides for a small fee. The idea 
was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
derella who became the belle of the ball. 

It was decided to repeat the Shay perto. 
ance for the 1965 Elkins Forest Festival, ant 
the- Department of Natural Resources, which 
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, someom 
t it might be a good idea to invite thi 
and other guests for the 66-mile ride, 


press 

as th-„ _ - xm-m- 

This was done. About two dozen passen 

gers accompanied Shay No. 4, Tallowed by sew 
eral passenger flat cars and a caboose, as ft 
left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 
The ride, interrupted by three watering 
stops (for the locomotive, not the passengers 
and another stop for minor repairs, took a bit 
longer than anticipated. It was about 6:30, ami 
getting dark, when the little Shay crept jnt( 
Elkins. Maximum speed had been about eight 

W 'Hie two dozen who had started the trip a» 
Cass had, at the Elkins finish line, dwelled U 
something less than half that number- 01 
those who stayed all the way with the Shay, 
four were women. They were Mis■ Vio!d 

Buddmmum* 3 Milwau 

kce, Wis., editor of Brfftr magaz,ne 


THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 


Built for mountain climbing , it’s slow, 
miehty slow on the overland trips. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 







4»V 


State Forest Festival. 
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Folks along route "waved like crazy" when train passed 


:>.ik«x.« Pennsylvania, New Hampshire. 

r** where. Shays and similar. 
l<>eomi»tiws built to compete with 
IN* Sh;»\ ;ii«* on tourist railroads, Shay 

fxxKhHSton begun in IH79, ceased in 1945. 

TV* principal virtues of : Shay in lls hey- 
<id *•*;- it> traction and power, its safety, 
and it.*. ■ • •; >!ii> Authorities in the field agree 

Ji« She. would haul greater tonnage at 
» smaller operating expense, with less origi- 
i». oxu pot unit of power, than any other 
locomotive ever built. 

Tht little engines were named for Ephriam 
Skajr of Haring. Mich Shay was a 19th-Cen¬ 
tury Michigan lumberman who sought bct- 
t.«r gating timber out of the woods, 

to iking he invented and built the loco- 

■otnr that N-.irs his name. His crude pro- 
•ork*'*i *o well at his own operations 
•-*■ •' v pl.m' and patents to the Lima 

tp-f wwn >'i !ime-uh) Machine Works of Lima, 
■ % j. urging that < otnpany to make such loco- 
ijm' * * * * )• ; n al use in the timbering 
tatMna. 


SUi * r »i fortunate for the Lima Ma- 

The company made the first 
m >'* u* the J Alley Co. of Michigan 
TW tfcy rim fi ne we narrow gauge, but as 


mi Mr the Sha>« 

Alki Miff 



increased, Lima made 
Hv l*oo. Lima had quit 
rtion and was concen- 
The company changed 
twitivr Works, Inc. 

i<m»* 1 loromot l v ex m 
ting work in the (or* 
lOSfl'Miutry demand 
lams prodotcd IU 

Id# 

I cwswpvtiuw* built **» 
ifb* TW aujiM one* 


»/4fUf4fi4|IAf JAHVAKY L. 


were the Heisler and the Climax 

The last Heisler. a locomotive invented bv a 
Cornell engineer named Charles Heisler r.. 

manufactured in 1941. and Climax wem out 
of business in 1929. 1 

The Shay and its imitator.*, differed from con¬ 
ventional steam locomotives in that tlu*\ were 
designed to haul heavy loads on steep grades 
Called geared engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose. main-line locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shav. The wheel sets (called 
"trucks”) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work. 

The Shay is easy to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road¬ 
bed's that would stall or wreck conventional lo¬ 
comotives The Shav is s ow\ but it could pall 
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After long (timewise) haul, Sh 


°y pulls 


•* |* Mich m.,l(r,s . utu | who 

.S' ‘'~J I £•• '«• 'hi- .rnJc, 

t>n-t «r« rxl l oc»moUv«t ever l> u ,l, 
^ * t,r * Careers hi \V,. st \ .. . 

»4 all three still exi*. 

!??*«£!? !* wv, ’ r ,n *»*«• Muutu.iin 

J that *** operated by the 

llMvUmi ou a Steep roal haul :n 

displayed at the Bain 
■ **• IUIIraad‘» Tranaportntion Mu- 

U l rtwn i Mj 

15 "•a* to be manufactured now 

«n th« Carroll Park and 
radioed at Bloomsbury. Pa It 
■"■••***» »wk horse for the Elk 
til **** t u.-nber Co out of Swan dale. 

« *<- •* *r Mconotivf ever built is 
• the pub** part of Washing- 
O - > Hr.uer * hometown, but it 
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'After a successful first seas. 


On Saturday, May 16, the Cass 
«Ve»ic Railroad began its second year 
i f operation. As a special feature of its 
tuning, a delegation of antique-car 
owners chugged into the C&O station 
at Cass and temporarily abandoned 
their ancient gas-driven vehicles for 
equally ancient steam-powered loco¬ 
motion. 

In 1964. prospects of success and growth 
arc excellent for the state-run Pocahontas 
Count) project It was not always so. 

There would ha\e been no such Pocahontas 
tourist ratlwav had it not been for a local 
rcr-.rr. ttee which conceived the idea and 
faught for it Headed by Theodore Riffe, a 
Civ. resident who was chief accountant for 
the tw ^hboring National Radio Astronomy 
lasers atory. the Cass Planning Committee 

• i' formed in I960 after the closing of the 
hi: M< *er Lumber Co. operation in July of 
Uu( year. 

H.'hout the lumber company, virtually the 
» • r o < employment in the area. Cass 

• it doomed to wither and die. Unless, of 

other source of economic nour- 
H h wnn ( could be located. 

7V t i-.-. Planning Committee pointed out 
fe* the logging railroad, with its old Shay 
r i had too mi* h of a tourist potential 
*• U ignarcd and scrapped The Department 
'utwij HfMurre* mu not impressed, at 
au to tv etirnt of jeopardizing other 
a order to (our money into Cass 
tie fight f«e the old railroad became 

• ■ Meter with leirtal nrwxpa|>rr% ami 
®*JJ^ 1 ®***** llldm* • latrt boiMtol to f)86.* 

JQrtM b; tv lefi talur• to 
idwtad Lfw railroad and certain 





•« raiauNi 


•a that |V ( iu 
Iff twwn u uftdrt 
*i. •»« (hit tag |«u 

• ***• found tr*t had 

|«tamg ?j da,a of 


1 hese customers spent over $40,000 in fares 
and on snacks served in the C&O station bv 
the church women of Cass. In addition, the 
U. S. Area Redevelopment Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 

the development and extension of the oner- 
ative railroad. y 

These funds were for the rebuilding of 
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars; re¬ 
pairs to the railway shops where engines and 
equipment are maintained; the purchase and 
improvement of four acres for a visitor’s 
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in¬ 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the 
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with¬ 
in 1,000 feet of Bald Knob, w'hich has an ele¬ 
vation of more than 4.800 feet. 

Matters seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob¬ 
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened 
to hold up ARA funds. The Observatory point¬ 
ed out that it was where it was in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ultimately 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 

Kormit McKeever, head of the Division of 
Parks and Recreation of the Department 
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary improvements will 
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be 
afforded a longer and more scenic journey 
(if they wish to take it) when the Cass Scenic 
Railroad begins operations in the spring of 
1963, 

As parks chief, McKeever is charged with 
the administration of the Cass railroad But 
thr ARA didn't w .ilk up to him with $676 W 
in a big bag lui ’’poke," which is perfectly 
good Weal Vugmian). and say, "Don t spend 
it all in one place " lie must work wi'.h m 
tr*un fund* procure*! a* he ma) pr*Kure them, 
but guarantees! by the festeral grant- 

Uu n*t suited lecently by a W-*' 1 1 t. ■ 1 
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<1 first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


r.r»Miian who wrote a story asserting, in es¬ 
sence. that the scenic railroad will be delayed 
brv.niM' of "bureaucracy” and modern con- 
stnK-tJv*n techniques, and that much ARA 
money earmarked for Cass will go to out¬ 
siders. 

!n fairness to the Department of Natural 
> there is no evidence of boondog- 
r m.: or undue waste in the Cass affair, and 
•r.v -n construction techniques will hasten, 
no* delay, railroad improvement. 

It is true that “outsiders” mav, bv com- 
petitue bidding, secure Cass work contracts. 
B competitive bidding is designed to save 
not waste it, and is open, of course, 
to local residents. 

V tua it appears that the Cass Scenic 
Rnsfernnd will ultimately become West Virgin- 
j ' beat known tourist attraction, if the po¬ 
test ... of the Pocahontas area is developed. 

At p res en t the Cass complex, if it may be 
*• termed, is not, and is not meant to be, 
'•> * • a state project. Taxpayers, of this 
- . - others have contributed to the rail- 
• ruth is supposed to attract customers, 
• * . * a tc turn supposed to attract private 


Pr wfii fcw fato m. obviously, is not going to 

unless >t can smell a profit 
profit potential has, in the case 
CAM, b wa ladtsd through the investment 

frrVtal funds While government 
i** ran work together effi- 

pn i i M M ki «f friction are obvious 
Ps* mil an* • Urn MggMd tourist need at 
it « pt*r« to eat and a place to stay 

1- *t.c of pnch At prirnt 

l*e » c«.m media Don* U mod 

w Com kut in the pa«t 
t to U-r i Ao it el ton. hut 



need, it might be better for both railroad 
and eating and sleeping accommodations to 
be either entirely under state supervision, or 
entirely in private hands. 

Without common management, the need for 
cooperation between state and private busi¬ 
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 

Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com¬ 
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant, but 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer 
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed, 
yet nothing had been done at the time of mv 
visit. 

Representatives of the restaurant negoti¬ 
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenic- 
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
15. Until that date, the Shay-driven train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail¬ 
road patrons chicken on the table. 

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn't 
crowded, and it isn’t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Bover, Buckeye, and Marlinton. 

The huge cave near the railroad, which con¬ 
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be opened by 
next summer. The owners of Smoke Bole 
Cavern, near Petersburg, have expressed 
interest in making a new cave opening which 
would be easily accessible to tourists. 

The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre¬ 
dictable? headaches Kvrn wildflower enlhusi* 
a%la, I am told, have found the ride on the 
l-uwrtful little railroad worthwhile 

To appeal to this group, 1 contribute this 
slogan to Com. free of charge 

"Shay It with nowers''* 

Well, U « better than "Shay U with cinders 
You won t need a Com mask to protect your 
•rtf trora the nhl coto burner, but a bead rov- 

Mtog itoan htop 

SUNDAY GAZETTl MAIL 




Spewing ashes and cinders, Shay engine pushes cars up steep grade 


Passengers rest at the top before trip down the mountain 
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PAGE FOUR 


The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad 


mittee offers a detinue ana nance as an instrument which' 
sound proposal to the State of cou \d alleviate the unemploy- 
West Virginia to alleviate this ment situation in the area, and \ 
situation. emphasizes the soundness of 

In November 1960 the Joint ! the investment in such a ven- , 

Committee on Government and - ture to the Sta • 

ESXS t? the 0 'fun" member-j The railroad and 

Virginia purchase the Mower Charlestonrailroad in- 
-volved is approximately 8 miles 

hanged five of his hillbilly cap- .... 
tives in the village square i—. — 

Front Royal. And every time on 
Quantrell appears on television 
he becomes a little more re¬ 
spectable. ^ # , of” Bald Knob, but these rails j f ormal 

r *. i • have been sold as scrap. The 
One advantage of studying J however, is still in¬ 
history at West Virginia Univer- and ’ new rads cou id be 

sity in our day was that we were in order t0 get the full 

subjected to all shades o> Civ u 0 f engine traveling 

War viewpoints. One of the . { of B ald Knob. Bald 

‘ --" Knob is the second highest 

point in West Virginia <4.85- 
Ft ) and the railroad is highe 
than any other railroad east oi 
the Rockies). 

What to Buy 

Also, owned by The Mid»«> 

Raleigh Sloel Co . are <wo eh« 

One was put 


states. The majority, however, 
were not blessed with the nec¬ 
essary skills and trades to find 
other employment, and today 
some 80 of these men, repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de¬ 
pendents, (wives and children) 
face utter destitution unless 
some form of employment is 


Jr. Treasurer, 


Assistant 

Pocahontas 


Wrong Repc 

j- 1 which runs 'from a point about In t y, e fjrst h 
at 1-2 mile from Cass at. a crossing p r j ces heretofore 
Leatherbark Creek to a newspapers have 
point about 1 1-2 miles from the inaccurate as the at 
top of Bald Knob. (The rail- investment detail 
road did actually go to the top These costs are t 

discussion 
present owners of 
and right-of-way. 
ment costs are m 
ment figure whicl 
fident would be 


in our State (second in number 
only to Virginia). In most of 
these the Federals were victor¬ 
ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat¬ 
tle of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lewisburg), far inferior Feder¬ 
al forces, numerically, defeated 
the Confederates ingloriously. 
That belied the old Southern 
view that Confederates were su¬ 
perior people, man for man. 


rFrom Page 3) 

in her But one import- 
WOf LD NOT join the 
1 movement — and 
the Commonwealth of 
She had had too strong 
r. the creation of this 
on to want to destroy 
V, the Virginia Assem- 
against secession, with 
uu-' from West of the 
(■% 1 now West Virgin- 
holding the line a- 


Thc first land battle of the was an unreconsti 
entire Civil War was fought at the old school. 
Philippi, and this writer will bet * 

10-to-l that the State gets euch- Dr. Chitwood s 
red out of its rightful publicity the term “Civil V 
again on this score. (That belies insisted it was 
the Southern view that “only tween the States 
a few minor border skirmishes sis being on “Sta 


teceded knew their 
v.ovrtd not *tand a cha 
without Virginia 
HAD to have Virginia f; 
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Xl dm actually go to the top | 
if Bald Knob, but these rails 
h«ve been sold as scrap. The 
,o.i<l bed. however, is still in¬ 
tact and new rails could be 
l,it<) in order to get the full 
effect of the engine traveling 
to the top of Bald Knob. Bald 
Knob is the second highest 
point in West Virginia (4,052 
I't ) and the railroad is higher 
than any other railroad east of 
the Rockies). 


These costs are based on In 
formal discussions with »h- 
present owners of the railroac 
and right-of-way. The improve 
ment costs are merely a judg 
ment figure which we are con 
fident would be sufficient V 
develop the railroad into ai 
outstanding attraction for tour 
ists. Any improvement cist 
however, are subject to person 
al judgment, depending on ho 
far one would initially want t< 
carry the development program 
If, for instance, a lodge similai 
to the one at Blackwater Fall.- 
or those at other State Parks 
was to be erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic, initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of the railroad, and if 
in the future the demand for 
lodge facilities would be great 
enough, then, and only then, 
should such an undertaking he 
considered. The idea of a lodge, 
however, is not remote, and the 
basic -attractions, i. e.: the rail¬ 
road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
and serene natural beauty of 

is such that 


more 


ufvatiMH 
il West 1 

,r day " 


p r Chit"ood scorned use of 
Civil \\ nr at all. He 
listed it was the “War Re¬ 
born the States/’ the empha- 
bem* on “State's rights” of 
ourso. The war. he contented. 
xxs not fought upon the issue 
slavery, but upon the issue 
ot State’s rights. He never did 
mention, of course, that the only 
• a ■> ‘state’-: rights” involved in 
*tnijufte were ( 1 t the rigid 
.i ► »-«- sure to permit one hu- 
tun being to hold another in 
fr rggy . and <2> the right of a 
la'rtobreakawavfroni the 

;.nd to 


What to Buy 

Also, owned by The Midwest 
Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay 
type locomotives, both of which 
are 1880 models. One was put 
into operation in 1901 by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company: the other began op¬ 
eration in 1921, also by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Co., when that company’s main 
holdings were at Cass. 


t wanted to 
[her nation. 


the mountains 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 


derived from the railroad and 
other attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be er.co - 
aged as a private program. V.-: 
believe that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Page 10) 
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pair** nnil improvomonts In con- 
veil it from a logging railroad 
to .< tourist carrying line, the 
costs would not be prohibitive 
See attached estimate of in 

HVtff tment operating 

the Through Informal discussions future profits that 

the ,t h.»■* been ascertained thal the 1 
«■ at ire-mentioned properties °^her attractions. 

. ! i uild be secured for approxi- The idea f° r a ski slope and 
ntately $90,000-$ 100,000. the improvement and operation 

The right-of-way and land on °f the cav(J should be encour- 
Bald Knob is owned by the a 8 e .d as a private program. We 
Mower I at mber Company and believe that if private and pub- 

can be secured at the follow- 
hts ing prices: 

, .,s Kight-Of-Way $100 per acre 
?> r W ooded Area S100-S150 per acre 
A Cut over” Area $35 per acre 
It is estimated that the sum 
f $25,000 could,, secure the 
; . necessary land to ievelop the 

0 * area. 
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summary of "To 
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and serene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
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Several years ago we a- 
greed that should we ever 
become separated, you would 
use the magic code symbol 
"NX" and I the letter "G", 
and through these we would 
be re-united. .1 have now 
found a wonderful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see this 
ad in any of the many papers 
in which it will appear, an¬ 
swer in that paper. 

All my love. 


-hm n f; at 1 T.i *k) Confederate). In propor- 
tto pony pi»>*• ti< :» to population that too was 
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vNt that era to both sides. 
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If. for instance. a lodge similai 
to the one at Rlackwater Fall* 
or the*e at other State Park* 
was to be erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

j However, we believe the bas- 
*c. initial investment should be 
I concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of the railroad, and if 

l‘H the future the demand 'or 

Iwigp fArllltin would b«* gr«*at 
onouki). then, and only then, 
should Mich an undertaking be 

considered The idea of a lodge, 

( however. U not remote, and the 
baric attractions. I e : the rail¬ 
road. cavern, hunting, fishing. 

and serene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 
<Vnvrd from the railroad and 
otter attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope and 
tte improvement and operation 
of tilt ctvt should be encour¬ 
aged ** a private program. We 
tote** that if private and pub- 
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flic Complete Truth Back of tho Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad summ^ was pr^^ u ^« 
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rrv*'■ compact and Present 'Were 4 the business, 
t of the feasibility professional and political lead- 
uiu'j f»c:*in£ into ers of the area. 

\1 - S ? ^ Ut The * m P ortant thing in a 
ct; "4» ‘ Ia: ' ruon nutshell was a report given by 

Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
i :ic’: was at* ..\t the time of closing of the 
by iht editor of this on jy industry in Cass approxi- 
called b> .« planning I mately 165 men were affected. 

. including Some of these men were mobile 

.f.> Chairman. Chief enough to find employment in 
the National other communities and other 
- n niv Observatory states. The majority, however, 

were not blessed with the nec- 
Kjne Jr . Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find 
.1,1^ other employment, and today 

• , r g Mayor of the some 80 of these men, repre- 
rass: Isenting approximately 240 de- 

\^bogast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) 
:ent of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless 

some form of employment is 


.—• „ S”“ -Ss t 

!Br-IS3 w 15”^' 

fits from July i960 to January equipments develop this most mentation- ma de 

1961 at which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as a T he commit number 

fits expired.) operating tourist attraction for aUe mpt to project the n ^ 

the State of West Virginia. of people that vioui 

_ . . c . The Cass Planning Committee p \ ove d indirectly as a » 

Propose, to State supports the | P of ’ lhe railroad becoming^a 

It is therefore, with the above reso lutlon by the Joint Com- i ou rist attraction ‘ 
situation in mind that the com-1mittee on Government and Vi* s hops. etc.), but has co 
mittee offers a definite and nance as an instrument which U se \f only with the direc 

to the State of cou \d alleviate the unemploy* payment to be provided, \ 
o alleviate this men t situation in the area, and ra t/ m g personnel). 


sound proposal 
West Virginia to 


could aiieviaie me pioymem lu ut- 

ment situation in the area, and> ra ting personnel). 

situation. emphasizes the soundness <» There currently seems to e 

T XT iQAfi the Toint the investment in such a VC1V i some confusion as to the cost 

In November I960 the Joint tQ lhe Slale . \ , relaUve merit of the pro- 

Committee on Government and Present Owners * l)ur chase of the Mower 

Finance, by resolution• | The railroad and rolling stock \ nbe r Company railroad at 

mende f d , h t0 li n W V r eg.s- are owned by the Midwest ^ w Va . P as a possible at- 
smp °f he 961 W_ V.n l eg Raleigh steel Company of Wuon for tourists, 

lature, that the State 01 ivesi rharieslon West Virginia. 

Virginia purchase the Mower C1 ^ ampunt of railroad hi-\ Wrong Ropor , s 
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• We Don't Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 

rFrom Page 3) in our State (second in number 

r her But one import- only to Virginia). In most of 
<• WOULD NOT join the these the Federals were victor- 
n; ,t movement — and! ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat- 1 
•he Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the 
'-e had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
r. the creation of this Lcwisburg), far inferior Feder- 
• i to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated 
T. the Virginia Assent- the Confederates inglonously. 

vote.; against secession, with | That belied tne old Southern 

delegates from West of the view that Confederates were su- 
ghemes 'now West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

firrr.i'. holding the line a- ' * . . 

The first land battle of the 

• - . • ! entire Civil War was fought at 

which bad already 1 Philippi, and this writer will bet 
. r( '• 10-to-l that lhe State gets euch- 

f . lhc ^ a . red out of its rightful publicity 
i land a '-’ance of agajn on this score . (That belies 

dhoulVirgmia Ihey * Soulher n view that “only 
ive Virginia. So they a f#w minor border skirmishes 
of fanatic, to Rich- . . w t Virginia.”) 
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M>' ( d ""; ,,s l00k place in West Virginia.”) 

r.m.n bul l bonfires and > f p hn ,ppi was 
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The amount of railroad nv 
--- volved is approximately 8 miles, 

hanged five .! hi, billbi.l, cap- which 

tives in the village squaiL - e ., tberbar k Creek to a newspapers have been totally 

Front Royal. And every time p , 1-2 miles from the maC cmate as the attached basic 

Quantrell appears on televisi P ^ Bald Knob . (The rail- inves t m ent detail will show. 

he becomes a little more re P did actua n y g0 to the top Tbese costs are based on m- 
spectable. of Bald Knob, but these rails tormal discussions with f 

, . have been sold as scrap. The -resent owners of the railrnati 

One advantage of studying bed however, is still in- and right-of-way. The improve- 

history at West Virginia Umver- ^ and ' new rails could be ment cosls are merely a jm -.- 

sity in our day was that we weie order to get the full men t figure which w e 

subjected to all shades of Civil lhe engine traveling {idenl would be sufficient to 

War viewpoints. One of the tbe t0 p 0 f Bald Knob. Bald de velop the railro ^ 

finest Southern gentlemen and Rnob }s lhe second .higher 0U utsndiiig c ,^ 

scholars we ever knew was the mt in W est Virginia -4.8o2 isls . A ny ‘ rn P r ®^,f' t pt . r , im . 

late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood who ^ and lhe railroad is higher however, are su 1 hoW 

was an unreconstructed Rebel of than any other railroad east of al judgment• wanl to 

' ” the Rockies). carry the development progra-n 

What , S.V '£1 

mauled it was .he war 

tween the States." the empha- Ral ^f^ omotiv e S . both of which , d be much higher 
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the old school. 
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Dr Chitwood scorned use of 
the term "Civil War" at all He 
insisted it was the "Mar Be 
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The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass 


l) dfltr theta. #######^»##>############»## # # ^ 

• - ! \<> In t% Attached summary Of Eitimated B«ic Investment 

operutfflfc income and costs for Cosl of railroad and necessary rol 

■ iii’ii not the first summer of operation ■ . . „ .. , ._. 

stand to we have used a volume average approximately « miles o track. 

il govern- of 70 persons per day. This motives and 8 fhrt^cais ‘plus sloe 
‘oncerned | average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way 
tally and corded numbers of persons who 200 acres of land on Bald Knob 
that gen- visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and r 
5 *>P e of at f Green Bank in the months park area on BaW Knob - 

seems to must also be taken into account ; Other improvements (»ULon. e 
[he minds that this average of visitors at Cave improvements. Ski slope, 
indirectly the Astronomy Center does not i 

eot is the include groups who made ar- {The improvements' enum 
i to the rangements for tours in ad- 65-70 men f or 

vance, but are merely^ people 

Further, _. 4V ,_ .ntn tViprphv reau : 


COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Per Week 

ngineer-$ 84.00 

reman- 72.80 

rakeman- 67.20 

inductor- 67.70 

jborers - 257.60 

lerk ...._ 40.00 

jpervisor- 100.00 

_ $688.80 

.24 1*2 tons at 8.00) 196.00 

and Supplies and 


* n ing $ 1 - 96.00 of coal for a week’s 
| operation 
to’l Other 

p er are computed on 
vo \. I requirements 
the" adequate l._ 
t in supplies over 
at. 1 tion. L 


material and supplies 
the basis of 
build up” an j 
stock of parts and | 

• a year’s opera- 
fInitially this is not as 
important as it may seem as the 
railroad and rolling stock would 
be put in first class operation engers per 
through the initial investment | increase r 
and heavy maintenance l.. 
not be a significant problem 
three or four years.) 

The insurance nas oeen com-1 

puted on the basis of 
per person per engine mile. 

This is probably high but an 
experience rating will have to 
be established over orfe or two 
years operation. 

The cost of food is based up¬ 
on the present cost of prepara- 
♦ iin volume. This cost was 


on the local labor rates and 
probable costs of repairs if the 
railroad is initially put in good 
working condition. However, we 
believe the estimate of 70 pass- 

■“f T day is l° w an d an 7 

. in passenger traffic 
should I would increase the revenue 
for without a corresponding in¬ 
crease in operating cost. 

L “> I It should -je made very clear 

0 l-2c that this committee or other 

of this project do 
e its purchase at 
» of other worth- 
jrvation or tourisi 
but, unless positive 
taken, and taken 
state will no longer 
an attraction avail* 
whereas other na- 
ions can be deferred 
nc S in either direct 


Material 
Minor Repairs - 

Insurance - 

Food_ 

TOTAL 

Less: Income 
70 persons per 
per person -— 
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railroad and rolling aiock would bfclleve lh» 
ho pul n\ flrnl clam operation 
through the Initial invealmenl \lncrtw 
and heavy maintenance *hou 
not be a Hignlflcant problem \ 
three or four years.) 

The insurance ;»us oecn c< 
puled on the basis of -b 
tier person per engine n 
’Phis is probably high but 
nf on experience rating will hav. 
f ; be established over orfe or 
years operation. 

The cost of food is basec 


:*tlmat«; ot 70 paw 
engers per day in tow and any 
in passenger traffic 
Increase the revenue 
a corresponding In¬ 
in operating cost. 
ouUl ot made very clear 
his committee or other 
proponents of this project do 
not advocate its purchase at 
the expense of other worth¬ 
while conservation or tourist 
attractions, but, unless positive 
action is taken, and taken 
' Quickly the state will no longer 
have such an attraction avail¬ 
able to it, whereas other na¬ 
tural attractions can be deferred 
without a loss in either direct 
i value or potential. 


*0000 ■ Klit nunitnor of operation <*'• 
*39 20 outlined calls for ten < pernumi 
1 :u) 00 i.eiM'linel at the going local 
<1 '.,4 00 rates for this type "( employ- 
X T ' ' tuent These cost-. Have been j 

•* *. a, v WOO converted to a 7-day w ° rk ' vei 

1 470 00 ,;16 hours) and based on 

< >16 00 initial summer's operation t 

NM *«k S (April through October 

\i however, a ski slope is added 

.„ The value to lho winter months will provide 

■■ vut. is not additional revenues with co 
; .. ;, r oportion to the res pondlng additmna'costs. 

. ’ r a 'road would be to Each engine tnp from Cass ^ 
, nd tS development Bald Knob requires 3 1-2 to - 
S ve believe the of c oal at an estimated bull 
summary of initial purchase price of $8.00 pe 
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W, Virginia 
'‘i! ir. the area 1 
'.road the herit- 
■ been the trade- 
Virginia in the 
those that are 
:-ig important part in 
future of the state. The i 
tage of the past—an 1880 
iel steam locomotive limi¬ 
ng up the 'ide of a' moun¬ 
ts a peak. unequalled in 
jt bv 3ny railroad in the 
trz United States., And jus: 
-Vr* ffve * miles' ^Trom "the 
larting point of the railroad is j 
ur heritage of the future— 
ae National Radio Astronomy 
rvatory at Green Bank, and 
forty-five miles away the 
1‘ Naval Research Observatory at j 
Sugar Grove. Both these in- j 
stitutiems are so aware of the . 
. responsibilities they have to the 1 
visitor that each is planning [ 
^ reception centers to accommo -1 

don’t mein in an elevator and the 
Jack other for Pontiacs where the 
stuff two power shovels have a dis- 
f ’-he cue-.ion of the car’s fine points, 
arrive. Most TV commercials are dull 

and insane, apparently aimed 
at a three-year-old mind, judg- 
.ndier’s nomination ing from the reaction of our 
crest of the new Betsy. But the two we have 
tmmercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 
Chang King chow mein and Pontiacs. 
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By Ivan N. Hunter 'prime in the “early day* 

* the present century. 

Last summer, after we hiked „ vou haver . re 

up Hills Creek near Hillsboro ^ ^ esl Virginia Rillbill 
m Pocahontas County and took ml M not know lhat f 
iome fine shots of the Falls. Baum a raiV {an {rom Pi 
we thought that we had seen van(a came down to th 
the ultimate point of interest in Ca tol and ulked ?0 • 
that section of West Virginia. makers during the spe< 
But. how wrong we were. sion Wlt h such convincii 

Just this past weekend, we manship thal the men 
returned to Pocahontas County ta ^ k j n g p 0 \itics long er 
and found another amazing get up a spe dal subc 
facet of interest in this unique tQ investigate the pros 

county. of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- rQad {or a tourist attr. 

other exciting chapter jft the ■ o{ t he last steam s 
storv of'Pocahontas County was £ast t he Rockies, 
last Saturday and the P lac * 

Cass, a small mountain '‘“lag To Decide $*. 

crowded by the Allegheny fool* 

named Greenbrier. ^'STtSorn 

t- -am From Casa 

I , was in Cass not to meet the members have i 
friendly people or to admire lely that they 

the unequal ed scenery or draw ; lhal lbe state pui 
t^ e . i.. n ac the pure air of . stock of the 
• r ‘ U) , n V, ( . ou nt'y 1 was in Cass dumber Compar 

• 0 ° take S » » ■»»““»“» a rad but* 
4 °.} \ anc i when we arnved ^ town of 

thecommunity at eight in the ^ , Bdusl rj 

,n 0 the object of the a. d t lhe au 

on of just about every ran * 0 ne 0 

the eastern part of ,h 'l astern ghost 

nil ion was puffin? »ucr£ • m „,ber .ode P 


Railroad Ride 


By Ivan N. Hunter 

last summer, after we hiked 
up Hills Creek near Hillsboro 
m Pocahontas County and took 
ome fine shots of the Falls, 
l ve thought that we had seen 
the ultimate point of interest in 
t hat section of West Virginia. 
But. how wrong we were. 


prime in the early days of 
the present century. 

If you haven't been readim* 
the West Virginia Hillbilly you 
might not know that Russell 
Baum, a rail fan from Pennsyl¬ 
vania, came down to the Sta-e 
Capitol and talked to the law¬ 
makers during the special ses- 

.lust this past weekend, we ? ’ on suc h convincing sales- 
returned to Pocahontas County mans hip that the men paused 
.tnd found another amazing talking politics long enough to 

facet of interest in this unique set U P a s P ec i a l subcommittee 
countv. t0 investigate the pros and cons 

The day that we found an- tdea of buying the rail- 

other exciting chapter m Jthe i r ° a< ? for a tourist attraction one 
story of- Pocahontas County was 1 2} \ ast steam shay lines 
last Saturday and the place was ® ast °f Rockies. 


Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by the Allegheny foot- 
hills to a precarious perch on 
the banks of a turbulent river 
named Greenbrier. 

Last Train From Cass 

l was in Cass not to meet the 
friendly people or to admire 
e unequaled scenery or draw 
.r.to m ungs. the pure air of 
»h. fill: county. I was in Cass 
a ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
H r community at eight in the 
mormng the object of the af- 
in *.ion of just about every rail 
the raktcrn part of the 
nation *a« puffing saucily on 
a i.dr track taking on water 
sj.c a at Number Four” and 
r * r \r*n have been kind to the 
Utlk gal and her Jaunty air 
4*d not hint that she was a 
*<tung l*4y when William Jen¬ 
net Bryan was campaigning 

let the presidency 

Nunt^r Four'* la a rare 
bui tM»uM to historians. the 
laUwed »h« fepi*s»nls ane °* 
the Imi •* the they engine* 
tlyt WwfMvd «t the »l*«k hltl* 
ti Wnl Virfwu fcae% when the 


« 

To Decide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets this 
coming Sunday at the Capitol 
i in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes in. 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
sold at the auction block, re¬ 
sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after the 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow streets of white two 
story houses, many 6f them 
now deserted and up for sate, 
bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over lt>8 
families lived In the booming 
communlty- 

Old timer* bronsed by the 
many season* of logging in the 
surrounding mountain* *d idly 
on the porch of the boarded up 

company store and with only 

wul ^ 
mil iIav* in V 


\ i 
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t*4*tiii*fi*•«I in I*oc«hont.'iM t ouniy 
rtnd found anotiicr amazing 
i,i4*t'I nl m this unique 

county. 

I*hr day thar wo found an- 
other exciting cluster . in the 
'story of‘ Pocahmilns County was 
last Saturday and the place was 
Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by the Allegheny foot 
hills to i\ precarious perch on 
the hanks of a turbulent river 
named Greenbrier. 

Last Train From Cass 

I was In Cass not to meet the 
friendly people or to admire 
the unequaled scenery or draw 
into my lungs, the pure air of 
the hill county. I was in Cass 
to take a ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
in the community at eight in the 
morning, the object of the af¬ 
fection of just about every rail 
fan in the eastern part of the 
nation was puffing saucily on 
a side track, taking on water. 
She was “Number Four” and 




talking politics long pnoukn 

set up a special subcomtm ‘ 
to investigate the pros and • ' • 
of his idea of buying the ra; 
road for a tourist attraction «>n»* 
of the last steam shay line* 
East of the Rockies. 


To Decide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets thi« 
coming Sunday at the Capitol 
in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
sold at the auction block, re¬ 
sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after tho 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow ctrootc of whit a T • r ,\ 


the years have been kind to the 
little gal and her jaunty air 
did not hint that she was a 
young lady when William Jen¬ 
nings Bryan was campaigning 
for the presidency. 

“Number Four” is a rare 
bird because, to historians, the 
railroad, she represents one of 
the last of the shay engines 
that laughed at the steep hills 
of West Virginia baclc when the 
lumber industry was in its 


story houses, many ‘of them 
now deserted and up for sale, 
bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over 168 
families lived in the booming 
community. 

Old-timers bronzed by the 
many seasons of logging in the 
surrounding mountains sit idly 
on the porch of the boarded-up 
company store and with only 
the least prompting wilt teU o? 
the roaring days in the past 
history of this lumber town. oE 
days when the big double-band 
mill sawed around the clock and 
when as many as eight of the 



smoke belching shay engines 
went up to the top of the high¬ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders towel 
on sky high cables from nege 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys 
who tooted the steam whisil« 
to signal the hookers on the 
other side of a deep valley - m 
whose vision was sometimes o> 
scured by low hanging clouds 
Most of the young folks have 
moved over to nearby Green- 
bank where they have fount 
jobs at the Htidio Astronomy 
Center In an unheard of project 
of sorting signals from galaxies 
in the outer fringes of sp»ce. 


(Turn to P«fl« 10) 
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THE STATE CAN OUY A RAILKUAU 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

Wot Virginia ho something that a lot of other 

...... -ould «i.« • PU"V »" d •’ h " ,U ” 

fcunst bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad 

chugs up it- i 

Thr state of West Virginia can have this railroad 

,» |ha owners don't wan! to gel loo rich on it, and if Hut 

state s raprasantatives are convinced of its worth as * 

tourist attraction. . 

Thar* is ovary Wind of inlcrosl in the idea, This 

rspar has hoard from everybody and his brother end all 
Hen. that the road and its steam locomotive will 


(From The Charleston Gillette) 

Members nl a legislative fiiiii- 
rnilU'i* took a preliminary Mpp 
in-n Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a Infly lit)In mil- 
mad with it* side attract Ion of 
n underground waterfall mud 
to to higher than Niagara Falls 

The railroad step was taken 
1 four member* of thi' Joint 
r inmitlrr nn Government mid 
P r.ar.tf Yhry authnrlied la*ti 
•.j«»se Auditor C II Konnt/ 
*•“ cv<b with the Conservation 
( ••ftmuitlon mi the wisdom of 

<rrha r itiii »h* Mower Lumber 
t o railroad at Caw Pm .ihun 


William E 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass i raif? 


that I found nut ms bifu 

I was probably itul 

several yuan afo m help 
• tarts’il MVlth subsequent 


11 Mi Cornstni k 

Kntlosed an a roup of plrttirr* I uok 
I he inp hatlirday * board the l.ntfislitiire 
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THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE 


West Virginia has something that a lot of other 
states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure 
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that 

chugs up it. 

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad 
1* the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
ifjfe's reoresentatives are convinced of its worth as a 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass train 


ffeclaMd Aft A group of picture* 1 took 
^ l^ip s^turtlty * board the “Lfgiflature 
_ !»«.**. return the»<* with the rest 

lH ft mg Kave uwd them 

U proposal with the legls attire 

rite thfttf* \roi* on Sunda '‘ , 0c!ober 
JP« !«da% you ;r.a> .- interested in getting 

■ioe< iiforaiAtioft of this sort oi thing .»> 

t js your ®rrfp*P* r promotion. 

If so. my offer still stands of taking 
m around the two tourist railroads in Penn* 

One the F:Kt Broad Top. which 
«MMd up thu August - in constant com- 

a u I mad. mans trips to the rw« ■ 
.- North < ar tltaa And the opt ra >: oi the 
urr delved Jut - eU the tecet ol the e ® 1 

before eurtmg h.s own operation. And it. 

(TKf mj ..th Mr. Wilburn oi th« & ■ 


M* 


»»« U 


that 1 found out my info on the Twee** * 

1 was probably instrumental her* 
several years ago in helping to ge* the : 
started ^AVith subsequent trips wi*i * « 
from the Tivectsic to purchase ‘-q- 
from the EBT at cost. I think the idea t 

blossomed and then trips and discussion^ 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decis.or. 

Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners 
railroad. Kovalchick Salvage concern 

Pittsburgh, to follow through with t..? 

Mr Wilburn was upuntiltheUnewasotto, 
abandoned (track was never torn up inl¬ 
and still is the Operating Vice-Pr^. 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and n«UveeK 

first weekend in November. 

year. You can also compare the mutttl..- 

vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT ... 

(Turn to Page 8 ) 
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paper h«* rrvm ..v-ryoociy nnd hit brother and all 

divinely hope »hat tho road and its steam locomotive will 
not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap hea D 

Hillbilly tells the story op fo now thj , wee(< ' 

9iV °* Senate aCCOUnt ° f ** Sunda y of the 

Hoot-Senate group. I, giv „ yo(J pief a Vl • 

railroad fan took. I. give. you , p<jp ™ ’ Virg.n.a 

Pennsylvanian Russell Baum who started Hillbill 
the quest to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ias backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly 
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what 
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 


P«P t.llc Utter front 

V out on 


Legislative Report 


(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
There she stands, idle, ready Commission on the wisdom of 
for the blow torch, ready for the purchasing the Mower Lumber 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at Co ra il r0 ad at Cass. Pocahon- 

*L!‘ thr _® w -"f.:1^ ay .- a p *f! tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
unique scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284.110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower 
Lumber Co. and Don Mower 
Lumber Co. 


that can be re-crcatcd to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
cash register. 


Going U 


Dear Mr. Comstock- 

Enclosed are a gr 
on the trip Saturday 
Special". Please return 
after you have used the 

If the proposal 
falls through 'he v.r-t- 
301 loday you may be 
more information u t!i; 
in your newspaper protr 

If so. my offer 
you around the two tou 
sylvania. One. the Eas 
opened up this August, 
munication and made m; 
sic in North Carolina \i 
KBT delved into all the 
before starting his own 
from my talks with Mr. 


Pictures 

On 

This Page 
tnd on 
Pz ge 8 
Made By 
Mr. and M s. 
William E. 
Barrett, Jr. 

Of Arlington, Va. 


th# imir train frirhr.i in thi« I( was Earned also that a 
i-f !•* o>r non drfunrt buji chain private investor, identified only 
•/ *!..•*» m# imir train r*n po*. as a friendly “southern bank- 

Wf kdn| in ffwlit umllli than 

NM* (Turn t© Pag# 14) 
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♦ k# thaf can own an up hill railroad. 


The WEST VIRGINIA 


Save The Train! 

THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

W.,1 Virginia ha. .omofhing «W . » 
would gi»o a purly for and 
touritt bail in Ih. form of a mountain and a 

chugs up it. . . u, ve this railroad 

The stale of West V.rg.ma can have t . f ^ 

if Ihe owners don't want to get too r,c ^ as a 

reprooontaliwet ar. convinced of 

tourist attraction. interest in the idea. This 

T-” aTI ^ry Z* -d Hi. brother and all 
has heard from overyD V |ocom otive wrtl 

ly hope that the road and. its 

. . .a ihe scrap heap. . -v 
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Prnnsy IvAnian Runrll Baum wno *Torioa nmomy out on 
♦ha qu#»t to mvb tho railroad. 

Kanp fhift iiauo as olthar a souvonir of West Virgin- 

j,' t back ward nosa or its f orwardnoss. Remember: Hillbilly 
j t tho state or private enterprise to do only what 

other states have do no to their profit, glory and pride. 



Legislative Report 

N9H (From Tlio Charleston Gazette) 

KV Members of a legislative com- 
mittee took a preliminary step 
50^^ here Sunday toward possible 
„ purchase of a lofty little rail- 

I road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg- 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
£22Sr* to check with the Conservation 
ready Commission on the wisdom of 
for the purchasing the Mower Lumber 
look at Co railroad at Cass, Pocahon- 

i a tas County. 

to tne . . , 

nphonic The commission would have 

charge of the railroad as a 

uniqife scenic attraction for 

fdfm tourists in the event of pur- 

s* . chase by the state. 

wf Tentative offers totaling a 

^ maximum of $284,110 were 

iV quoted to the committee by 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


iftft yn tsjtt ttxd them. 

II the propoul with the legislature 
u ht ~xh he wrote on Sunday. October 
• ii . j be interested in getting 

Htv ttfsfWtftoa oI this sort o( thing to use 
1 * |w/ rrugu^r promotion. 

If mk ®y offer still stands of taking 
if.the !-*ro tourist railroads in Penn- N 
»» .i- i One the East Broad Top. which . 

August, was in constant com- 
rr.ar.. <• n and n.ide many trips to the Tweet- 
mm m North Carol, na And the operator of the 
}J^r > .nio all the facets of the Tweetsie 
« :< *t*r.r.«. hn own operation. And it is 

am m. » vwth Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Tweeixe. 

I wm probably instrumental here 
several years ago in helping to get the idea 
started.*With subsequent trips with the man 
from the Tweetsie to purchase eqjipn. . 
from the EBT at cost, I think the idea :;n: * 
blossomed and then trips and discuss.cn? **i 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of t 1 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern neir 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id-'*. 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thou,: 
and .still is the Operating Vice-President. ' * 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next week (the 
first weekend in November) is the end for ;.te 
year. You can also compare the multitude ad¬ 
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT and 

(Turn to Page 8) 
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RUSSELL BAUM MAKES PLEA 


PRESERVATION 


From Page 1 

the Strasburg. There is not even a close com¬ 
parison on this score. The negative point, of 
course, is location. But I'd like Mr. Wilburn 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say. local trade. It’s mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT is located at Orbison- 
ia.- Pa. t and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you 
fly I’d be willing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbis- 

vj.ua. 


the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $2.00 
per foot. And the more »t>f these places we 
add, the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be — or for that matter keeping a 
perpetual West bound tourist East (like me). ] 

Let's Preserve the East 

As an aside — if at this time l could , 
land an attractive job in the West I’d do so. ' 
1 love to travel — and that is becoming the 
American pastime—and will continue to do so. 
And with places like the proposed Cass layout 
I'll have no need to be out West to be steeped 
in the beauty of America. I'll be able to do it 
at home. And yes, we do have some of these 
things here, such as Williamsburg, Hopewell 
Furnace (an iron furnace Nat’l Park in Pa.) 
along with scores of military parks like Get¬ 
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds of the past with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let’s face it: We've come short of pre¬ 
serving the glory of our East. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in its 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in Us finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, Is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time to come; the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 
You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks- Were they not as col¬ 
orful? Who doesn't use lumber- And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum¬ 
berjack in the woods calling out In reson- 
ant tones - “Timberr"? How many people 
have gone through an honest to goo<lne« =•> A 


t-i -m 

Brake man Barclay walks his last 
‘, y t oi ; ih * «mpUe». in, Job 
finished on June 10. He |, ^ 
valuable man If pul to work tc 
take the tourists for a ride. 


I think one of the grea» appeals in any 
newspaper drive is partly sentimental. I talk¬ 
ed about it on our trip. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter¬ 
ate the appeal to me is this. Whereas we’ve 
set aside Mountain tops, forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks — very little has 
been done to preserve the most cherished her¬ 
itage of all — our human heritage. 

And where is the preponderance of hu¬ 
man heritage? It's in the East. The Pennsyl¬ 
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia 4 ry 
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 


These picture* were mode by 
Mr. and Mr*. Wm. E. Barrett. Jr. 
of Arlington, Virginia, two train 
lovers who come, or did come, to 
West Virginia to wor»hlp at the 
altar of the great god Steam. This 
I* No. 4 Shay at a Cheat water 
stop. 


Old No. 4 get* shifted This is up 
In the mountains six miles above 


Want to Be Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700,000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest, 3000 miles behind. And there 
Is no all around park like Yellow-stone. And 
there is no grandeur in the world quite like 
looking at Mount McKinley (called Mt. Denali 







norvlntf ilu* Rlory of our Emit. At Casa we can 
comhliu* tlit* serene beauty of the Hast in Its \\m* 
finest with the transportation mode*that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hour, . 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts T 

of men for time to come; the personal and Mr. 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along lov , 
with its plaintive wail! alt 

What American father will not fail to u 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a st0 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita- ■ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paul Bunyan g 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col- ■ 
orful? Who doesn't use lumber? And who ■ 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum- ■ 

bprjack deep in the woods catting out in reson- ■ 
ant tones — "Tlmberr"! How many people 1 
have lone through an honest to goodness saw ^ 

Last year in Longview, Washington, 1 
went through the Weyerhauser Milt. There 
wele 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage— lumberman 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 
There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see 
It’s not next to anything else of intere . 
There’s no timbering to watch. Its just 

look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much • • • 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 

; rrr srs £ sr~ £ 

‘ »• p An? * 


X„,t «hr.i- ..tlm i.rcpoixl. rimcr — 

, rlUl! ,.- it „ ... the East The Po.in.yl- 
.•rand Canyon trie# to emulate Hie 
(’ 4 „\on of the Colorado The ‘.rent 
. itnd the mils of West Virginia Ty 
..stern pretenders to the Hockies. But 
tor hou hard we try the Monongaheln 
,1 Forest will never compare with the 
,f sequoia National Park with Its tow 
,.a c.,.,i ... inis ud to 40 feet in diam 


shiftrd This l» op 
* miles above 


There is no tree in tne Alleging 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite— Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 
is no all around park like Yellowstone. And 
here is no grandeur in .he world qu.te like 
looking at Mount McKinley (called ML Dena^ 
by natives and the Indians) towering 16.000 
reet from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
evel. Watching it as I did, from Where I work- 
d 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
aspiring sight I can never forget. And l wit' h 
«_ _ uun larf^p ohoto murals 1 looK, 


Last empties come from the 
Cheat woods. It’s the last day of a 
sixty year span. West Virginia 
add 160 to Its unemployed. 


Tbt» mill was boilt In 1921, rc- 
one that burned. Hillbilly 
fer-lt that this olo mill shouldn t 
that down the rears it will 
the state a pretty penny as a 
‘totpr.ir of the past. A logger s 


bring* m 
t i% truly » 
rrltiU'M gl*i»* 4 


Clyde 
from t he 
V re ot 
pa* *. 


That's a log loader, children, 
hurr you know now. Hut there 
vitl roror a day when you won t. 
Vnle&a the atate ol Weal Virginia, 
**t iU Uualneaamen. have the wia- 
dom to pmrrve thla rich heritage 


■■■■■■■ 


I 









Thai » a loader, children. 


'»i r 1 W itchm*; it »s I did from HUcre i worn* 
rd IM* air mil** away at dink was an aw* 
irupmn* ‘Ujht I cun never forget. And with 
:br hHp two large photo murals 1 took, 1 

never shall. » 

Tan thr East top that? Yes. it can. Not 
h% trying to match that which makes the 
West great not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West, but 
it’s not a dynamic beauty as with the West*. 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But it’s a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw people to the East. Why do people 


ar' tm kn«ir now. But there g 0 to Europe? Certainly not to listen to peo- 

the wuit of West Virginia. P Je speak a language they can’t understand 
»r it* businessmen, have the uis- 0 r to see scenery we can surpass several times 
4am w praerre this rich heritage. QVer j n our own backyard. Nor for the op- 


■7-T ~ _ ' , r. v 

went through the Weycrhauier Mill, Thore 
were 25 in our party. Tourn were hourly every 
day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 
There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see. 
It’s not next to anything else of interest. 
There’s no timbering to watch. It’s just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . . 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— 
a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten 



iTwTS viA: 


year ,p,„ Wm Vltcta* 


to IU unemployed. 



Clyde Galforrd brines In wood 
from the hills. This is truly a pic¬ 
ture of West Virginia's glorious 
past. 


heritage of our future—the National Radio 


Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 


lieve me there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 



The old choo-choo comes to a bit 
of Und on the level between the 
two switch-backs on the tide of 
Old Cheat. : 0<- Mrf 


portunity bf spending the $500 round-trip air- Hills and it’s not in California, 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage in Europe • And you can continue to ask me for 

—the museums colosseums, pyramids, that take any possible further help I may give. I want 
people there. One note—a local friend of mine nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
in the junk business advises me that the max- I’ve done something for a good cause’ and the 
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a self-satisfaction that that gives and the know- 
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re- ledge that future generations and myself will 
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
he says that to lay track new would cost—la- vacation spots, 
bor $10 per foot and $2,000 for switches plus Russ Baum 

People, who are deeply interested in ttfe fate of the Cass railroad have been 
asking me if it is maybe possible to have a mass meeting somewhere in 

in the state. Any suggestions along this line from readers? 








Lumber Co. rail road 


Co-Chairman Hnrrv R 


THEY BEEN WORKIN''ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with * 0l |ris 
jollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (si ting e 

ight) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing. Do " Gainer 

Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. ee , ar c ' 
:. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, an 

jach. --- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er,” is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
$75.00P. 


ONLY RAILROAD 
not MERGING 

Bet-'en s'-s.'-s of two , 

|«?olslitjve c-nvn, tses Son- , 
... jesting seniors and ; 

aelegatcs discussed the , 

possibility of Issuing P***' j 
the scenic Mower ♦ 


elevation ot 4*57 
. irne .tel less than Sp^ce 
Knob m Pendleton Couiav 
highest point in the state. 

Proponents ot the purchase 
say that the steep, old-style 
railroad, with the old diamond 
stack steam locomotive capahls 
of laboring up the scenic corn 

tryside, pius Cass Cavern, a' 

sure-fire tourist attractions. 

The underground water! 
said to be about t.00 feet h 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 


PAGE FOURTEEN 
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Mountain to thr top cK- ivolft 
Knob »hich hut a reported 

ovation of 4 .B 57 feet-)U*t 

thrrr fret lei* than Spruce 
Knob in Pendleton County, 
h ^hett point in the state. 

Proponent* of the purchase 
t*\ that the steep, old-style 
rsdread *»th the old diamond 
»l4fi steam locomotive capable 
of laboring up the scenic coun« 

*?*»• »fr. plu% Cjs% Cavern, are 

: ifrofift tourist attractions 

Tb* underground *atcrfall t 
lid to Imp about .00 feel high. 

: <*4JMi the casern near the 

fadmad 












THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If vVc*f Virginia buys the railroad at C/»ss, and thus fills its coffers with tourist 
'oilers fhes»' men who met on the inspoction trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to 
oM) j c Cruickshank, Jim Comstock/ and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted 
iffc Carl Erasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Gciner, 
H Koonti Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb Cchup- 

ich, 






Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er." is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
$75.00p. 

Co-Chairman Harrv R. Paul- 

ley iD-McDowell! pain!- J ' rvj‘ 
that the Government ar l F 
, nance Committee licked a 
quorum to take formal action 
Sunday. The total of four mem¬ 
bers present was two short of i 
the quorum required for the 10- i 
member committee to do busi- j 

ness. ' 

Pauley said he was reason- | 
?.bly certain, however, that the 
full committee would approve 
the decision to talk about the 
matter further with the Con¬ 
servation Commission. The 
other three members present 
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R-Pres- 
tonl, Del. Herbert Schupbach 
(D-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. 
Dawson (R-Morgan). 

Will Meet Nov. 13 

The committee set Nov. 13 
for its next meeting; More posi¬ 
tive action is expected at that 

time. . 

A note of urgency was in¬ 
jected in the meeting by a let- 



ONLY RAILROAD 1 

NOT MERGING * 

Ba*v—sn s'?a;.--s of two | 
koisufive c^nvni*fees Sun- 
• jesting senators and 

f delegates discussed the % 
| possibility of issuing pass- } 
es on the scenic Mower 
Lumber Co. railroad. ' 








House Speaker Harry R. X 
Pauley (D - McDowellj com- X 

merited: 

i "This Is the only rail¬ 

road I knk>w of that 
doesn't want to merge 
with another one/' 

i 1 1 


ter from Midwest Steel Corp.. 
which has indicated that it 
wants to remove the railroad 
before the weather gets cold if 
no sale is made. ■ 

Committee members decided] 
they don’t have the authority 
to take a proposed $5,000 option 
on the steel and rolling stock 
of the railroad. 

Pauley said the powers of the 
i committee could scarcely ex¬ 
tend beyond making a favorable 
recommendation to the next 
Legislature, which convenes in 
January.- Meanwhile, he said 
he thought the Conservation 
Commission should look at the 
matter in relation to its total 
program and make a report to 
the committee at its earliest 
opportunity. 

A long- petition signed by 
West Virginia University stu¬ 
dents in support of the pro¬ 
posal was brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the committee. 

Story of the Road 

Committee members ‘ook an 
Inspection tour on the "JJJJy 
Oct 22 Their power to 

nurt'hitt* was granted at a re- 
coilt special legislative session. 

Tho railroad starts at the 

C.» r < »'"•>* 

Lodhcrhsrk Huh up «- beat 




PACE SEVEN 


# l «f tbr mIi cnifrton In dflrr 
jDC6(n mr.mt mhrthtr w* nerd more 

# We >rvall talk 

H itw j the improvement of ed- 
'*'/ s ’ IocIHwiiI quality, instead, or at 
|)mi it addition We shall try 
> . to wxurk out ways of identify 

1 ^ and rewarding talent as 
w .. - f \ datantated fWn mere time 
_ aernnf It s talent that we 
n a tr»e e/ li £«'• OMl don t want ■ 

itrw:: f ~ ><*e—let's put our money there 
4^^ —we can always get warm bod 
e* to stint! up in a classroom 
S«r at and call the roll We shall vis- 
nr V* fed * each other’s campuses and 
late tece tern about each other’s prob- 
topmenVof >ms and strengths first hand 
It- imir < I get tired of hotels—but never 
ggMtrjr’s of campuses We shall help each 
I'nemplov other First we must sell, even 
ea bv rear- moro than we have, the values 
5 of onem of higher education to the peo* 
pie and their leaders—make 
1 have the absolutely clear its indispensa- 

r»:e institu- bl,it >' t0 lhe Stale » t0 the Na ’ 
»rowt >n anc * 10 y^th in the second 

l This is half the 20th century. We 

shall join in encouraging Jd- 
f creased corporate giving to 
p. mj gher education and in edu- 

* , ^versi catin ? a M our alumni to the 

• I nat their own education 

common I vbether public or private, was 
CMurii ti beav *^y subsidized. Together we 
‘tVe no* bave avenues of approach to 

'I'., t ^ foundations, corporations, legis- 
v - We<« Matures, churches and individ- 

oat, That s UBh and g rou P s of a11 kinds 

jUe func . that we may not have sepa- 

ity » l see ralel F or alone 
itself want.- We shall endeavor to explode 
thii Sta’r— the fallacies in the public mind, 
U- State— such as that tax-assisted insti- 
w on them tutions don’t need private sup- 
n our tirad- port that voluntary contribu- 
al schools— tions to public institutions re¬ 
ant better duce contributions to other in- 
h to draw stitutions, that private institu- 


By Ivan N. Hunter 'of the C’ass line but told the be in business, at a fraction of 

Just about everybody in West i committee that his department the cost estimated by Director 
Virginia, and several other would be glad to operate the Lane. 

states too. with a few notable scenic line if the legislature Even the amount of coal re- 

exceptions. has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- quired to climb Bald Knob fig- 
with the Cass Railroad. This 1 proval and “give us enough ured in the discussion. Warden 
fact was brought out at the money to run it on". Lane had earlier told the leg- 

Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- islators that his department es- 

held in Charleston Sunday. No- tions to the project the Conser- timated that it would, take ten 
vember 20. ! cation Commissioner noted that tons of coal to make the steep 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost ascent, 

of 1500 Marshall College stu- inaccessable to concentrated Railfan Rife challenged the 
dents, along with numerous let- j tourist traffic. He also stated . tonnage figure and told the 
ters and wires, was read to the that the cost of acquiring and members that it would onlj 
six man group before they unan- derating the scenic shay line take four tons to climb t h < 
imouslv voted on co-chairman might prove prohibitive. mountain and “a half a ton L< 


scholarships. We arc about to 
set up a joint statistical service 
and joint efforts in fund-rais¬ 
ing. We hope to work more 
closely together increasingly in 
the highly important field of 
adult education. 


R. E. Mathews of Weston will at the invi 
receive Hillbilly for the next!tv and rai 
52 weeks with the Christmas Manhat^n 
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Time to 


will bo necessary to tatce care 

of visitors. _ . .. 

That somebody is, first the 
Governor of West Virginia lie 
doesn’t like it because if he did 
he would have said to the legis¬ 
lature. “Buy that little railroad 
and let It be the frr=t olive out 


There is somebody who 
jesnl like a railroad Some- 
•Jv who doesn’t want to buy 
ie little Cass Railroad and 
•nd it to chugging up to the 
.p of Old Baldy with a cargo 
f free-spending, fun-loving 

uirists. ,, 

There’s somebody that doesn t 
snt to put the unemployed 
ople of Cass to work running 
lat little railroad, to building 
ie large tourist camps that 


3M MILES FROM TOR TO BOT7OM 


and If lhe Conservation com¬ 
mission wants to buy it later, 
then they can buy it ’ That was 
nice on the surface, but It still 
means that there's somebody in 
power who doesn't like the little 
railroad and that the slate will 
never buy it. Or so this paper 
thinks 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 
paper for instance. But this pap¬ 
er isn't any judge because this 
paper is one man’s opinion. So 
that can be discounted. But 
there are others who like the 
little railroad and that is iust 
about everybody in West Virgin¬ 
ia except the strong man on the 
budget of the state Why they 
don't like it. nobody knows. One 
of the big men say's it will take 
too much money and he talked 
about toilets on top of the hill 
and about other things. This 
paper said back to him. get the 
railroad first and then talk a- 
bout those things. Be sensible 
But the man got ruffled and the 
paper got ruffled and nobody 
got anywhere. 

Now this paper predicts that 
If the thing Is left up to the 
Mate, that the railroad will be 
sold to those people in Marion. 
Virginia, who would like to hive 
ii to attract tourists But that 
shouldn't happen ami this paper 
will scrap till hell freezes over 
or until the last spike is taken 
up and sold to the old Domln- 
urn. which apparently has more • 
gumption and leadership than 
Ihr New Dominion 

II enough of you West Vir 
ffwilifi* ire interested iii huyttif* 
r®™ make this thine 


Iho is ib*i Atc*fy of /our trip U| Mount Wtidvraj 
ion or. Ibo World's flnt "Coy' Raflwa/, inv*#iitid 
ond built hy 5yIvc,»-*r Mmvh of litilatoo, ti M HtU 
hi.'k]ui < ! jrpiiwny, oHor lliiiV; forty yene, of «oie.tr i#' 
tuSil, wo;- on July 3, 1H6V unv) Iwvv 0 pATOtt||| 

<^.tirtuo*idy sino* (hot tin** «r*<Vpl for oil U yOOi in 
the world Wftr and three ill the toil 


Wtwlhvr permilling. rroirvt will leave the fkito 
Station a very t>(iH ffu> clock strike* the Ivaur from 
nine in ihft morning until \ix in ?fm evening (9 A. M. 
to 0 P My D. 5. T.i. When traffic demand^ extra 
v.-clloft* ore run on the reaularly actoduUjd Trips 
ond tlii* caubct lb* Haim to -^ol off rxbcduLv In 
ea.ly June and lolc September Pair* run ut 11 
A M or.d 2-.15 P. M. ; others-av traffic \binwxK 


rgtnia Hills? 


from there also watch for 
meeting m the Civic Cent 
somewhere soon At this 
•ng we will have oxper 
hand, we'll have lawyers I 
huw lo oreiinite «t.wk .... 
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body that doesn’t 
be unemployed 
to »ork running 
"niDod. to building 

umt camps that 
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•mk ill be neee&sary to take care 
of visitors. 

That somebody Is, first the 
Governor of West Virginia. He 
doesn’t like it because if he did 
he would have said to the legis¬ 
lature. “Buy that little railroad 
and let it be the first olive out 
o! the tounst jar. Buy it. boys. 
,*nd let’s give the people back 
a little something.” The Gover¬ 
nor has been made good father 
of the West. Virginians by a 



great mandate and he is serving \ - 
by the divine nght of kings But |. 
he didn’t say do it, and it wasn’t ; s 
done. One wonders why the gov- »i 
ernor doesn’t like the railroad. '\ 

The Senate of West Virginia 
likes the railroad and put it m 
the budget so it could be bought J 
But the House didn’t like the 
little raiiroad and they said, no, 
they wouldn't itemize it. The 
House and the Senate have to 
agree or the budget can't be sub¬ 
mitted and the legislature can’t 
adjourn until they get togeth¬ 
er. So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise. 

••Lot’s put in enough money 

and if the Conservation Com¬ 
mission wants to buy it later, 
then they can buy it. That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there’s someboch in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state "ill 
never buy it. Or so this paper 

thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
little Cass railroad. This 
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r oft tv fcurfnc*. but It mill 
re*r« I tut there » *oon*body in 
»rr « So dorm't like the little 
niUrood and that the state will 
rx .*r bti> it Or so this paper 

4 . n. 1 

■Pietr l* somebody who likes 
little Cass railroad. This 
r • >r instance But this pap- 
er ;%n‘t any judge because this 
r s one man’s opinion. So 
• • car be discounted. But 

f rr are others who like the 
.ttle railroad and that is just 

>ody in West Virgin¬ 
ia • \ • :>■ : • strong man on the 
idget of the state. Why they 
dor. t like it. nobody knows. One 
oi the big men says it will take 
t rr. ich money and he talked 
abou’ ‘ • :s on top of the hill 

and about other things. This 
; • • r said back to him, get the 
ra road first and then talk a- 
b it th'>-e things. Be sensible, 
i: .• tr.<- mar. got ruffled and the 
; r got ruffled and nobody 
got anvwhere. 

,Ww this paper predicts that 
.! the thing is left up to the 
' At-, that the railroad will be 
sold to those people in Marion, 
Wrgima. who would like to have 
.t to attract tourists. But that 
shouldn’t happen and this paper 
*’»U ;><rap till hell freezes over 
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ir«a, tr<;iiV> win - 

ht- clock .striker the hour 
until s>x in the evening t? 
When Ifodhc •:U.‘nv:i«ds, W 
the repute? ly acheduted ; 

to cjel off rchoduie- 

md fate September train* run 

trotftc <U,*ntooav 


Wealhsr 
Sin non Civery 
nine «n lht*» *n 

to d P. M v h 

s-:<lions ore run c*o 
ond thb cauact th* lf««riti 

early June 
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\’t* this paper predicts that 
U the tiling is left up to the 
state, that the railroad will be 
■ i ■ those people in Marion. 
'• - * j ■»ho would like to have 
to j■.* ract tourists. But that 
Uioildr. .appen and this paper 
:i scrap till hell freezes over 
or until IlN spike is taken 
«p and sold to the Old Domin- 
.o". wn.ch apparently has more 
gumption and leadership than 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West Vir- 
g.r.iw' are interested in buying 
stock to make this thing possi¬ 
ble ncr* *s the time to say your 
; • < Write 'his paper now as 
tc what extent you can or will 
, , Wr.'e to us until we get a 
, >d organization to take over 
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from there, also watch for a big 
meeting in the Civic Center or 
somewhere soon. At this meet¬ 
ing we will have experts or. , 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to tell j 
how to organize stock compan¬ 
ies, and we’ll have a treasurei 
on hands to take money. 

Let’s prove to the world that 
West Virginia doesn’t have to 
go prowlng around Washington 
for commodities for its people 


tn live. Let's take what God 
lias given us in good scenic 
gotiabilities and turn them “JJ 
cash. Watch for further wora 

from this paper. 

However, it is possible for ue 
state to do something. But this 
paper thinks the chances are 

molecular. This P 3 P e r lh ‘ot the 
is a job for the people, not e 

people who represen 
people. 






•mists. 

There's somebody that doesn't 
ant to put the unemployed 


and let It be the fh\s1 olive ou* 
of the tourist jar. Buv it, boys 
and let's give the people back 


eople of Cass to work running a Little something." The Cover 
nit little railroad, to building nor has been made good father 
to large tourist camps that, of the West . Virginians bv a 
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TO THE 


Wouldn't something liko this . . . 


me railroad and D u t 

! 

little railroad and they said ^ * 

they wouldn't itemS T ift 
House and the Senate have to 
agree or the budget can’t be sub 
mitted and the legislature can't 
adjourn until they get togeth¬ 
er. So there was a kind of com¬ 
pose. 

put in enough mnnev 

ana if the Conservation Com- 
mission wants to buv it later 
then they can buy it.'’ That was 
"ice on the surface, but it still 
means that there’s somebody in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so this paper 
thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 
paper, for instance But this pap¬ 
er isn’t any judge because this 
paper is one man’s opinion. So 
lhat can be discounted. But 
there are others who like the 
little railroad and that is just 
about everybody in West Virgin* 
ia except the strong man on the 
budget of the state. Why the\ 
don’t like it, nobody knows. One 
of the big men says it will taki 
too much money and he talke« 
about toilets on top of the hi! 
and about other things. Thi 
paper said back to him, get th 
railroad first and then talk ; 
bout those things. Be sensibl 
But the man got ruffled and ti 
paper got ruffled and noboc 
got anywhere. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to tl 
state, that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Marie 
Virginia, who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists. But th 
shouldn’t happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes o\ 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dom 
ion. which apparently has mi 
gumption and leadership th 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West > 
ginians are interested in buy 
stock to make this thing po 
ble. now is the time to say y 
piece Write this paper now 
tc what extent you can or 
go Write to us until we g< 
good organization to take < 
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Complete Text of Russeli Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 


tstre tods) w to *ug- 
, ot the *UK* of West 

\ || 4 i pvrrsir and operating a 

^ -****■! the Mower Lumbar Co. in 
Cm Weal Virginia is an operating 
r9f ^si of railroading and lumbering— 
Mm of tf» emtury ttyle—for the bene¬ 
fit .' the people of the state and 3s a 
j. r junv: attraction And further, to 
that this tourist attraction would 
« own way from its own revenue. 
Railroads, and expccially logging 
ra.irojdi hare for the past 15 years 
>t r. my primary hobby. Through busi- 
: r mil lary service, and vacations, 

! have urveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
r s Canada and Mexico from the 
CookuiU and Zocateas to the White Pass 
arj Yukon In riding over the Mower 
radrsad last October it occurred to me 
that few Roilroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
ma!< hing the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
'v- line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

I! was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
:?-. .*•] that this definitely would be the 
Iin* to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
* uiri!,r attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it it) its Park 
yitew In. whole concept of a railroad 
par* not new In 1947 the FJdarville 
i' R was born in Cape Cod District of 
Ma*.v. with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Hog Today it is the most 
>u(cei*ful of the tourists operations. The 
pa* engeri each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tweelwe at Blowing Hock, N. C., near 
the SrrUkM bur In a rrmot* section of 
S' C ' / warn toUt that last year they 


is the Silverton Line running from Dur¬ 
ange to Silverton, Colorado. They are 
booked up in advance for tickets and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait on the average. Today 
Durange is a booming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the 
unusual pari is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5.000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow¬ 
stone for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
only one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 

To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an unmter- 

stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad lodging by the old method o* 
rail to logging point and skidder car 




tential to serve as a tourist attraction. 

The engines themselves are very 
unique in the anr. 2 ls of Railroading. They 
are Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And t 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of l 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from, 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uos in certain magazines 
A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then at Greenbank. five miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operaiion of only five njiles 
of track and the purchase of six miles. 
This would take the line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large ar.d 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize sleam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest i:i 
legging—the chance to show old ticio 
logging railroading at its best and i 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportune 
ty to do something about iL Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company wants 
the tracks ripped up by time 
sets in- Budding a new railroad won.J 

be prohibitive. Caw 

The highway 4 tor_ enVerv.g 
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I Complete Text 

I Mv purpose here today is to sug- 

XU or .he stale of West 

Virginia’s purchasing and operating 
segment of the Mower Lumbar Co. » 
r.iss. West Virginia as an operating 
museum of railroading and lumbering 
turn of the century style—for the bene¬ 
fit of the people of the state and as a 
major tourist attraction. And further, to 
' show that this tourist attraction would 
pay its own way from its own revenue. 

Railroads, and expecially logging 
railroads, have for the past lo years 
been my primary hobby. Through busi¬ 
ness, the military service, and vacations, 
I have tarveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
states. Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mow'er in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
the line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the Lhought kept mulling over in my 
mind that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
for the stale to include it irj its Park 
System This whole concept of a railroad 
5 >;.rk is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
K11 was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mass, wtth six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun- 
of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
at Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 

Inf hilt In a remote section of 

S C I was told that last year they 
made $150 000 net proift. This year they 
are adding $30,000 in superfluous add!- 
1 • urh ju the purchase uf a railroad 

'■>* urr.rdive from the White Pass and 
Yukon in Alack j They have a five mile 
unit of Uai k Another good exansple 


of Russell Baum's Cass Rail, oa , 

zs? xrs: x d ”;; - - 

booked up in advance Tor tickets and a The en 

ride over their 45 miles of track requires qUC l " the 
a four day wait on the average. Today 
Durange is a booming tourist center 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the 
u.iusual pari is tnat Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5 000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow¬ 
stone for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
enly one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 
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To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an untmer- 
e 'mg stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today tn the United States the only 
railroad logging by the oW method <*• 

rail to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad. It 
has the best scenery* East of the Rockies, 
and is the only operational Railroad East 
of >lho Sierras that would have the po- 
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of Russeli Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 


tfir 5 ,]v«tirtn Lino running from Dur- 
’.to Sllverton. Colorado. They are 
K,.-.kod UP in advance Tor tickets and a 
‘ ndr t , vt , r iheir-15 miles of track requires 
M ( ... v\ .ill on the average. Today 

p., range is a booming tourist center. 

II,rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ico to $7 00 today for a single, and the 
usual par. is that Durange is 450 miles 
fr ‘om the nearest city of over 5.000 
population and has to compete with such 
j:tructions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
M National Park, and Yellow- 

, :t0 ;•for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Vnn«. It started this August with a 
..... rr.ile trip through some pleasant 
arm and It is presently bettering ex- 
r.:,-.ons and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
r- Vice President, expects to add to 

!< lane next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
>er :g quite successfully, they have 
> t*is:c attraction, that is a rail* 

an operating antique steam 
*• rauiing poeple for an average of 

- m.les over the track. The Mower 

- , r cr> Railroad has far more to 

hr. 

To start with, it would be the 
f-Ti'. :-r. •* a real railroad—most of the 
l.r.ei are built for the occasion 
*5 ;- : r the historian type person, ihere- 
rt lack interest 

Tk Mower does not merely go 
ftptgggi m * . n e or over 3n aranirr* 
t;«tch of land The other lines 
r i IS the fjaX can come nowhere 
mat mtutont U* scenery. You would 
* t it„« added interest of lumbering— 
(era A «*• eewtury rtylw—and lumbering 
pa. mamtt Wa* » *»•** •PP *» 1 to many P®o- 

^ VoAoT Uo**d only 

Wv 1 >»* fftaaVtotl n 

■».: i-> logging point and ikiddwr car 
*ftd caMt -» the Mower Lumber Co. It 
ba fughria point of the 

IL*wf of any railroad It 
Las ttw basil tratar) KaA of the Rockies, 
and u the 40.1/ iprrstiaflil Railroad K»lt 
a! xairu that would have th* *» 


tenlial to serve as a tourist attraction. 

The engines themselves are very 
unique in the annals of Railroading. They 
are Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And I 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-ups^ in certain magazines 
A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then at Greenbank, five miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would, re- 
quire the operation of only five miles 
of track and the purchase of six miles. 
This would take the line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 

engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize sleam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
terest ir.g scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest in 
legging—the chance to show old tins 
logging railroading at its best—and a 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last oppo* [uni¬ 
ty to do something about it Unless it 
t% stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks rtppcd up by time witt.er 

£u in Building ..~ railroad ~oulJ 

be prohibitive. „ r<l ,_ 

The highways Tor entering CosJ 

from Hast. North, and South are very 
good making it readily accessible. 

Tr.infan Baum. . Pennsylvania 
btnin~.m.n, mad* »hi» *P«* ch 

tt># Moua* of Dolejato*. Oc». 4. ^ A 



PAGE THIRTEEN 


SMOKE BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST Uf »■ 
LROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND 

We see loads of steel along 
the track and I am jolted into 
the thoughts of how this train 
and its track will be like cer¬ 
tain of the natives of Guam 
whom the Japanese slew. They, 
the Japs, made each man < _ 
his grave and get down on his 
knees at the edge of it, so that 
when the big knife came down 
he could be kicked in after 
his severed head. It’s like this 
for the kind old steam loco¬ 
motive we are riding. It will 
pull up its track and haul it to 
the bottom of the hill and 


ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak. 

1 talk with Tom Edgar’s wife. 
z charming and devoted wife. I 
ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
dig | if he is elected. She tells me 
that there have been many 
problems but ail have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman, 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir- 
when the job is done it too ginia in general and her own 
will go for scrap. Unless, of Pocahontas in particular is al- 
course. the State orders a most a passion with her. And 
stay of execution. Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 

sion. 

Train With Smoke Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 

ther, of course, owns the old 
We pass a road and the p ear i Sydenstricker Buck home 
whistle toots a warning. A car a { Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
stops and disgorges its passen- often to visit the place and 
gers because a train with smoke j n Hus way has become some- 
is something to see. A little lhing of a mem ber of the 

gin waves and I remind my- Edgar family and thev love 
sell to read some of good old her 0r Mrs Tom Edgar does . 

Tom Wolfe and I promise.my- .< She is the most graci0 us 

self I will. Upward we go and woman j ever knew”, she told 

‘ ? e . ts , c . ol( er anc * 1 * ear me. ”She is kind and consider- 
Lruickshanks say that ‘‘Poor ate and devo j d 0 f a u pretence. 

° ldCo ™. lock . ls f ? 01 ?S freeze You would think she would 
lo death and I look about me have the right t0 « pul on - just 

and see hat all the rest have a liule but she do€S n’t. And 

intelligently anticipated this she ha8 no us ^ f or people 

kind of weather and are dress- who pretend to be something 

ad in fitting garb. And Dick ih ^ aren . r . 

KAtifmnM noe Ainrl r»n t nr o mi < m " 


• ru-rntrating quite Icchcr- Mon And there are others DICK 

,*4 upon 4 herd of young i Bowman, whom I know and Dr 

I in 4 field who oxuspora- Frank Callcndar of the Green 

* . !> p.»> him no mind at all Bank observatory' Meet Dr. 

jri.o on with the hnrd-to- Phillip Newell”, somebody says 

• r.anochalance of the gender, (and I shake hands with a sub- 

Thr tint man I meet at ! scr,ber , wh ° m ‘ haV ® 

Bill Sp«'rrv > El Poco. the ap- much about bul had nevcr 
pointed place in Marl inton, is mc 

Mr Koontx himself who is Strangely enough I learned 
•jnding in front of the place about Rev. Newell. Presbyter- 
md wondering why it isn't ian pastor at Greenbank. when 
pen He tells me where Sena- l went lo New York that time 
•or Car! Gainer is in the motel, to check the Big City for its 
I go there and after a while poverty and depressed areas of 
Senator Arch Reed conies in people following the dressing- 
jnd we all go to breakfast, the down that the Saturday Eve- 
Rj;i- pJ ce now being open and bust- ning Post gave West Virginia. 

ap- ling At one booth are Mr. and One of the social workers there 
rave Mrs Koontz and at another told nte about Greenbaiiik’s 
the Delegate J. C Cruikshanks. Rev. Newell. And others had 
- :n Speaker Pauley comes in. told me about him, how he is 
one i known as the Hotrodding Cir- 

Ike and Taxes cult Rider in a Jaguar. He was 

_ .. there and so was his Jaguar. 

Bill Sperry introduces me to And so were his wife and chil- 
f ‘i r stranger, a fellow by the dren. I have never met a more 


rom 


something about how President 
Eisenhower evades taxes by 
renting his Gettysburg farm to 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-' 
son or somebody. None of it is 
flear to mo, or even interesting, 
but the fellow gets to talking 
about how big shots play up to 
the President and he starts 
talking about this fellow who 
gets invited to the White House 
and how he works the deals 
thnt knaps him on the invite 


had it so good. 

John KiUoran comes up to 
me and I say. “Fill me in, 
“John” and John fills me in 
and good. “This is one of the 
steep railroads. Railroad grades 
are told in percentages. A rise 
of one inch per hundred feet 
is one percent, for instance. 


poem was 


Now mn^t Ml in I.inp mark ,irp 


Anri T think she is DrettV 
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Only 86 Miles To Cass 


^ntfluxvi From Pijjr 14 
|Ur^r^ County. popu Li- 
gpn 2& 734 jnJ square 
1 046 34, home or 
G«i ICsamp. prat ^vrmor 
d 1935 md Wally Barron, 
06C Ho* many great 
brtftncaJ faints is known 
aoooaOv tar the yearly 
•Mt Forest Festival held 
the first uxrek in 
Gtrober when Jack Frost 
fes turned the leaves to 
Irrown. auburn reds, and 
You know winter is on its 
ay 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-halt mile, you 
pas* the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, 14 mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn, 

6 miles, you continue on to 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary 1 Vi miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 


The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29, 1965 
January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the history of 
1965, but somehow 
wander to Camp Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven’t been 
over this fall, therefore I 
have no fresh sausage or 
bacon and the liver we use 
to throw away. 1 remember 
the last ome l helped 
butcher, someone asked 
_ .4 t tmv essence 


years later, l would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progress We never sand 
still—we travel b V 

Boeing Jet Irom New York 
to London In et«bt Hours.1 

tr-ivliAed this 








_ «v7<iooo AHA ar am »o ' 

: MK T Un arorovil by ottlcl.l. ol <he N.,.looe» Mx 

1 i' ; 1 •< Or.m.b.n* ;.r ? • x 

peiation, awn ^ astronomer! cam# *0 tM part 

10U !rht I of West Virginia because It »» f is 7 

bought wnnl no t our i ft t railway to interfere WillTVh«7 

fal !h’ Negotiations at this writing are COoUnubg 

,lle<! on the ^ parks Division of Uic Department 

Loun.y w. ^ Natural Resource* awl Astronomy Obagrv*- 
determinn- t officials. In the event the *57«.000 V - r * 

approved, Cass Scenic Railroad develops rt 
Hanning wju procee <] ; ,i a rapid pace, 
ugust. i960 |mporlanl laak which would be irr.m«j, 

C S , a 7Thi ately undertaken would be thr* ekaring *f forest 

pported the ^ lQ climjnatc fire hazards. An «b««vat^» 

. . , hw tower near the top of the mountain hft* High 

0 [ l .he Na- priority, (or Uie use ut both .«>»•>* aad 

J Gr«n- photograph*™. Some old raUroad can. «*« 
merchant used os lo S8 er camps, would probably be r*r*o- 
of pari vated and placed in service, 
irginia tour- In on article published in the Sunday Gazette- 
Mail Stale Magazine of May 14. 1*1. I '*”** 
that the problem would seem to be. after the 
railway gets into operation, not to attract tour¬ 
ists. but to find sufficient living quart ers md 
food for them after their arrival. This ftrecaal 
seems to have been accurate. 

Many of the Cass Scenic Railiood paMcsftrs 
bring picnic lunches and make—what other*.i« 
would be just a fascinating ride— a real err 
sion. For example: 

The train docs not run on Mardljt aed Tu^?- 
day, but on Saturdays. Sundays and bcl-4*j* t 
makes three trips—one in the morning and 
in the afternoon. On Wedaeadayv. ; 

and Fridays, it makes two afleouoft trip* 

Those with picnic lunches go up on oe* of 
early trips, have lunch on the tno v* a A 
catch a later train back to Call 
O n my visit, the Women's Soc.ety of Chrin^j* 
Service of the Methodist Church, a Com i’~9- 
was making and serving pkf and Mbdwachat 
and distributing *oft drinks :n the «’%<» -< 

These local women work hard to mskr .; ■< 

the lack of restaurants m the area 
The whole pro>ect. hy the way. cvw‘>i harfij* 
exist without the cooperat^oa cd the (t o >f»»t • 
and Ohio Railway, which • 
depot to be used as an anpoorr^x* fswXus ▼ , 
ticket office, wai ' <r.( i(Wtn 4^!f 

If you decide to vail Ca-a. H * gf *• «l t 
bad Idea to take s \-*g o M fvsl > • 

thermos bettk If you ptoo w. star 
you should purer* hotel ov aMl me? > • -m 

in adsaoce. There orw os K (Nnllgii ^ 


THE BOOMING 

Business in Cass 


The Department of Natural Resources, 
plagued by a perennial fund shortage, was 
not at first receptive to the idea. Rut the Cass 
Planning Committee was not easily discour¬ 
aged. With newspaper support and the aid of 
friendly legislators. $150,000 was appropriated 
by the 1%1 Legislature for the purchase of 
the Cass tracks and right-of-way. The Depart¬ 
ment of Natural Resources acquired the property 
in the summer of 19G2. 

Although the slate had only about $30,000 
to make repairs to the logging road and build 
the necessary facilities, the Cass Scenic Rail¬ 
road opened for business on June 15, 1963, five 
days before the state's 100th birthday. The Cass 
Planning Committee thought it could, and it had. 

By July 28, before the business day started, 
3.796 adults and 1,558 children had, during the 
first five weeks of operation, paid $2.00 and 
$1.00, respectively, for the eight-mile round trip. 
During the fifth week of operation, alone, rail¬ 
way fares were collected in the amount of $2,205. 

There were drawbacks and disappointments. 
Only four miles of the track could be utilized 
this year for an ascent of about 1,000 feet. TTils 
Is about half of the total railway mileage en¬ 
visioned, and passengers are not yet able to 
view the breathtaking panorama from near 
the top of Bald Knob, at 4,852 feet the second 
highest peak in the state. Hoped for funds from 
the U. S. Area Redevelopment Administration 
have not been approved. 

But the outlook is not dork Procurement of 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


Picturesque old Shay engine woits of Cass Depot before first run 
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,S 11?I,t V ' t,lc Shay pushes the riatcars 
a n x ions To 1 look 'a t^a nid plfolograi^h ^ **■ 

lime and tZ . P J for s« months at a 
and rZng .• nly recreati0n lhey had w»* poker 

bark Creek i a whlch n hMH lh * B,ade at koall.er- 
eontains native brook?? „, P w ‘’' 80 ° fcel ;,n() 
takes advantage of n» ' Blilc khur»t wittily 
Virginia «*"*"»' W« 

In tlu* crowd " , p * a,l< * friendliness 1 


“own?o^Xe^MarlinS ' 1 the 

or consult the VV vJ r'w ' ° r Boyer ' 
Vacation Farm Directory AgncuUu re's 

inSTvS' O^'Se' ^ 6 , W ° r,h S ° me S,i ^‘ 

c ^. over M e*£lte„ h e i e r U,er , Ways t0 rea ch 
Monongahela Nations Pnf? V ' U lhroush lhe 
Forest, between ! an<J State 
On lire ra,to n “H; r a V “!, C and Donmore 
lw ° ‘ ar Se flatcar: ,„o-idTd' V t' t0r ' 5 lravcl In 

an overhead cove/i„t “; d , W1,h inches and 

Blackburn a !„, al * ar/i P la sl>c. W. E 

' “‘"’“•W*. taxidermist 



Blackhurst's stuffed animal museum at Cass is popular spot 

t n j; _» — ---- 1 » * 


WSCS lad 


les prepare refreshments to sell to 


tourist*. 


- * ' mo lutiiu .uni i ill I (HI l 

n ourself. We don’t want any trouble." 

Blackhurst is an expert taxidermist and I 
? e a h°ut 175 mounted specimens of antm; 
0l,Md in . ,h e area, as well as a few exo 
•’Pecies, in a small museum at ( ass \ lai 
* “ k bear, killed recently near that coinnutnii 
raerts Ihe^visitor at the door. 

Hu* present Scenic Railroad ends on a plate, 
1 d huu miles up the mountain I 
K , ou, « *1 retches and eats and drink* in 
,,,rn "' ;,lr ' for about r, mm,ib then < 

bi,ck l,, »»ard. The eight mi . , 


money may be 
tensive cave i> 
ideal, and the j 

The visitor > 
week to ride i 

piCAKd jihJj 

vbitoiV h 4 a. 

tut vv ever, wr»i r 
CJMM't uuoK 

w l vtmnef w r 


rre ^P St Ai e*. 
miner thmmk* « 
• wai 

4 net u >vu % 
** la w 

***** m uw 

from Wa/ lint tt» 

*Wf bn 


to liiM't 


t j iinj • 
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Tilt CAS 

fttsm'fuiiT 


COUNTRY STORE 

. rcAJiiTMii cirrs tcfjnot 


WHAT’S NEW AT CASS’ 


State’s largest tourist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there arc more 


IHHB_ 

Exterior of Cass Country Store. Charleston entrepreneurs are 


behind this facility. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


is available. 


> 



yet affords the nearest Maine 


be improved 


Iwkv find rondo fho 


0 * Jaw 15 . 1903 , toorbU traveling 
mm S ctnk Railroad on it n first 
y- ran di sayvertd a pleasant fact: 
li adrrrtiMd, the Shay locomotive 
mL ? r the cat* vu a genuine antique. 

\ - CwM-rtrvorj also diacovwrd an unpleaa* 
it fwn Tourtai aewnmodationa at Cue 
r juri mm aatjqw u the model Shay, 
b or . j may yw could £ct M hot meal wan to 
rat )c*if ewu f«*j and roast it in the loco- 
Mm firctaa. 

la* a} churrh women helped out might* 
/ *Ak par*, caaea, and fttadwicbes, but de- 
Mtm wutitriptKtJ supply and Ok- unhnp- 
9 tuumt was Wt with nothing more nourish- 


what is now a major West Virginia tourist at- 

traction. . . . . , . 

Operating a railroad on a shoestring led 
Rome maddening incidents which were very 
nearly catastrophes. For ^stanee, JJ a 
imiton D. C. f newspaper sent m a writer 
.who gave ample and avorable coverage to 
Cass, and his story prompted many Washing 

Ionian* to make the long dr‘ve to SouU^rn 

West Virginia. This was well and good, unuj 
a locomotive axle broke at the time of thi 

visit* 

The accident injured no one, but ** * d Pj£ 
the railroad out of business until a new mde 
was located, which look no short search (a 


Stale Road Commission will aTM repavette 

ff 5 t 5 sSrs , « , 3 fS 

? H£ScS3oEF% 

ffilte! W«e on the mountain where 
^r^ofrailroad that now exists wffl 


the first private-enterprise developmmU at 
ro -o ic still Roing strong, and BlnuUiur» 
has now mourned about 300 animals (or your 

inspection. Museunli opened last year by 

^W 3 &l\gr. 

^S^Stsssssi 
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jpn ■- .,♦*■• 

rtST-T®?* " = * 

iMf tan ■»".■ TT". 

^ labour uam 

I Ih -J Wllcf — DO 

yi> ~" uw You had a 
^27JTJSUStCW* or Uwr Greenbrier 

**£ irar. —H or ^H ^mmylalion. 
vot It •***? *?”!.!* °M|\ H - 

i % /'Up| roukl be 
: M v«'i M«(rt. but the right ttwms 

JliTJtt «Mr •» b* Idled, a»fito Mile 

m* 4 MHad ^Tdto< room or lunch coun- 
pUcr where you could buy 
. hA** 1 11 Mar lint on, about 

*• 2 *^ 1 *twLk o ( tbeae several inconveni- 

-. thai ifctor* motoring borne after a 

" w day at Cut were nearly always sun- 
|jn«i ■wty. cinder-covered, hungry. “T* 13 * 

Ik flBrsty and d^tind. 

TV Ik* that 5.354 paying customers never- 
ft.ua ^ the Can Scenic Railroad during 
pn flnt five weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
^ (rtetc lo the hardihood of the Araer- 
i Ip^I mtu\ the fanaticism of the railroad 



fTIftft ||M HlCIItt 

BMlt) l«U* 

1 l l 

nA 1 tif 1 

MfMl, l» I* , II 



«m« very 
p. a Waili 


TVrt has been a steady advance in raii- 
. J| T I r *1 *to W«y. Since the Shays 
m ibcdr new role at Cass. Paid 
tett far H0 rimw more than 18 p^t cent in- 
crri.v cncr a comparable period in 1964. 

Hsrlv a't'.ert-e conditions at Cass were in 
part due lo the desire of Pocahontas-County 
f~i (ha Department of Natural Re- 
u*s n which owns the railroad, effects as- 
or ii#d with tt. and contiguous land) to get 
Scenic Railroad started during the West 
-xi a Centennial year. That goal was ac- 
•Umd. but at a price: In the spring of 
«» ; hair w&Bn't combed, its shoelaces 
>d, and )U somewhat sooty shirtUiil 
% « out 

at Cava w«rr intimately asso- 
• of funds, although opposition 
ml by the Department of 
also slowed progress on 


.«*<* g»t«i StVt|4* atuf Mvufahle coverage U» J“* 
I *n,l tits •lory |«< «uis|»l*-«t muny W uniting- 
t.rvtana Iti tnakr th«t lung drive to ttoothrrn 
Wr4 \ trgtiU* Thla was well and good, until 
• •motive M\lr tnokr at Uir limn of their ° 

vutt K 

Die accident injufnl no oue, but It did put 
the radio. hI out of ttunlnrxa until a new axle 
whs located, which took no abort nenreh (a . 
lucky find made Uir search shorter). Prob¬ 
ably more Important titan tl»e temporary hull ^ 
in operations waa the adverse impression 
ntatle upon the long-suffering visitors from u 
the nation’ll capital. 

It appears that at long last the lean days 
at Cass are about over, and residents of the p 
old null town doubtless feel that It’s none too s 

noon. It took three years from the time the s 

Scenic Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass v 
Planning Committee until the first passengers y 
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and 
earth gets moved, it will have taken more , 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment , 
Administration funds to be put to weak at 
Cass. 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over half- 
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im¬ 
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de¬ 
layed by protests from the National Radio As¬ 
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank. 

The scientists with the big metal ears had 
built a listening post to the universe^t Green 
Bonk because the area was as quiet as a 
moon crater at midnight 
“No indeed,” said they, "we don’t want noisy 
trains and noisy people with their noisy au- 
mobiles. 1C11 ruin our reception.” 

The observatory officials said it might bo 
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but 
the access road would have to Ik? relocated. 
The access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a 

primary highway. . , 

The State Road Commission screamed 
about that “Can’t do it!” said Burl Sawyers. 

“It would cost millions!” 

There was a deadlock which was finally 
broken by Sawyer’s suggestion that part of 
W. Va. 7, not W. Va. 28, be relocated. W. Va. 

7 is a secondary road that connects W. va. 
28 with Cass, about six miles distant. The sug¬ 
gestion was accepted by federal authorities, 
and the intersection of W. Va. • and JJ - 
being moved about a mile south of its presen 

l0 Thls involves building one and toee-tenths 
miles of new highway, 

done by this fall. It is to be hoped that the 


I* mmi .tMMi i 4iM miH-mu iMf uuu imu 
on lhr raltroud work will twi r«-«'rlvrr| Au- 
tiunt 17 It la iirobulilr, however, that no ma¬ 
jor work will Ih door until nmd Riirlnv. 
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jor work will Ih< door until nmet spring. Blarrl 

What will !>*i done with Uw AHA grant? “pen 

Flint, the Cana Scenic Railroad will be extend- wiU 
ivI four mllcn, lo the top of Hold Knob, a nearly ‘liter 
m>. Tills will make the ride twice aa long aa at and 

present, although there will still be a stop ;A with 

Whittaker, the place on the mountain where Viry 
Die run now ends. T1 

The section of railroad that now exists will Cos 
he improved. Railroad shops on the line near yet 
Casa will lx; renovated and probably opened nor 
for tourist Inspection. These shops, which have at 1 
complete tools and facilities for steam-loco- age 
live repair, are curiosities in themselves, with the 
particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts. ty) 

At the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking am 
trails will be prepared through a beautiful i 

spruce forest, and an overlook will be con- ar 

structod. The panorama from this overlook, wl 

which I have seen, is destined to become in 

known as a beauty spot of the East. m 

At tile present terminus, a plateau on the h; 
side of the mountain, about 40 acres of land tl 
will be acquired by the state, if all goes well. « 
At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad t 

disemhark and may, if they wish, frolic or V 

picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot 
right-of-way now owned by the state. There 
will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of 
Bald Knob and also at the lower aop. 

Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a 
lodge ski trails and.other frills near the sum¬ 
mit of Bald Knob, but the half-million dollars 
available from ARA at this time won t cover 

that. , . u 

Down in the valley at the present time, 

there have been many pleasant improvements 
, since the summer of 1963. Several privately 
. owned and operated establishments have 
sprung up to cater to the more obvious needs 
» of railroad patrons. 

t You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
hot meal. J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 
a has renovated a C&O dining car-and named 
it the Shay Inn. Air-conditioned and at- 
d tractively furnished, the Shay Inn is an ex- 

f ample of creative thinking, an operation 

which fits in perfectly with rts setting. 
v You may also get something to eat at the 
5 Cass Country Kitchen, the restaurant section 
a of the Cass Country Store a huge, restyled 
lumber-company store building which al 
l fountain, benches for .he weary, 

< rest rooms, and many souvenir stands. 

?« The Cass Country’ Store complex is, like the 

* ™ e Vff a privately owned development 

nt Shay inn, * r - .. ct»f#»-owned rail- 

hs is°thoughtfully and tastefully painted, 

be ^^f^X^.s^ilSrMuseum. one ol 


A Civil-War Muvrum, omcmI la*t j ttf by 
Mr and Mrs. Kvle Brighter, is crar tk<e 
Blairkliurul Ujoih-rmy exhibit. It frilux*ei 

"limMriNMv" __..A -* - 


“p*.■nwrilim' , recordx, lettro ood grosu a 
emtury old, including Ovtt-War payrolls. 

‘Ihwc are many wrapocus (A the Lincoln era, 
awl other bric-a-brac arA closely connected 
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West 
Virginia moon&lnw: still. 

There arc no overnight accommodations in 
Casa, and Van's Mold, about 10 miles distant, 
yet affords the nearest lodging. But six miles 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitage, 
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit¬ 
age (not to be confused with another inn <A 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun¬ 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away, 
are several new, modern, mcAels. Or, those 
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay¬ 
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. 1 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive, 
leaving U. S. 219 al Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the hills until it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thomwood and Boyer. 
i Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
» cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 

( has aot yet been opened to the public. No 
work, in fact, appears to have been done on 
a this natural tourist attraction, although private 
i- capital is said to be interested. One of the 
■s landowners, according to rumors around Cass, 

»p is being difficult 

On the railroad itself, there are now three 
P Shay engines in operating condition. And the 
its bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst 
>ly formerly used has been replaced by a more 
ve efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a 
*Is Rood idea for arrangements to be made to 

protect train passengers from sudden sum- 
r a mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 

^And bring along a sweater or li &** f°?*: 
at- The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the 
CX- can get cool during mornings and etrngs. 
lion A free word of advice U» Detmtemt 

of Natural Resources, or anyone else at cass_ 
the Put up highway signs giving the locaUon o( 
tion the Cass Scenic Railroad, and how to g 
y cd there. Make these signs b.g. mrte Ito « 
also plicit, and place them on all major tugnwuy 

ary ' aP rr r vou h !fre running a business that depends 
II you are iuui*x. b assume that* 

s the upon eyesight, no memories, 

nent all tourists h a, ‘_I• . You’ll be wrong, 

r tat Ruf belter to be thcoreticany 
1,ed - £oT^d praclk-aUy rignt than the 
u of around. _ 

SUNDAY GAZETTE MAIL 
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Cot: Country Kitchen in country store. Note soda fountain at left. 
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Inn. Mrs. Shay works in running it. 
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C Blixxard sol on top of caboose to get this shot of Coss Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festt . al. 


pho»cg»aphor Will 


Thin vcnr the F.lkin* F«r*-t Festival. operate * <ci 
plagued by rain ami dismal weather, 
was pulled out of the slough of denpond . . ■ 

l>y one *>( the powerful little logging *, a . t 
locomotive- admirer «ail th« Wonder- in g one ' „ 
ftil Iron-illMS Shay. Forest Fi 

During the thr* • day Festival over 4,000 pas- treat* <1 to 
sengers, despite a i old and per listcnt rain, was a hli| 
paid money to take short rides behind tire BO- derella w 
ton Shu) locomotive, an antique vehicle which It wa* 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob <*i the Cass Seen* ance for 
»c Railroad. Although the miserable weather the Depa 
may have halved the number id paying eus- owns th< 
tomers, the little Shay remained a stellar at- thought 
traction press nr 

It was difficult not lo notice the locomotive, as the b 
for its shrill and penetrating steam whistle This 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus- gers acc 
es in three days than could be inspected by eral pas 
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac* left Cas. 
lice. How do you ignore a festival attraction 
with a sort of built-in calliope which can be stops f 
heard for five miles? You don't, especially if and ant 
the calliope has only one note, or. at, most, two 
There were those who. in self-defense, hauled 6cd ,n i> 
out mid-winter ear muffs: others merely grit¬ 
ted their teeth in silent protest against the roiwsa 
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony Rut mod 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a •*=* ni 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, somotl 
and were glad the Shay was in town. those 

Few towns in the United States can boast of four ' 
the presence of a Shay engine al any time of ** n , 
the year. Informed sources estimate that not )* uck ^ 
more than 40 of the old steam locomotives ex- kee, v 
ist in the United Stales today and few of these and 
are anv longer able to shake rattle, and roll, mana 
How did such a rare antique happen Jo be haul- ma. 
ing passengers in Elkins during the F orest F es- rJhin. 

rival? 

It happened partly because rail lines belong- iocon 
ing to the Chesapeake * */hiu arui Western 
Maryland Railroads exist between Cass -ml pop * 
Elkins. Four Shay engine. ait at ^ 
ing the summer months they *tnr thiee that « • 


THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 


Built for mountain climbing, it’s slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 
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• am C. Blixiard sat on top of caboose to get this shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festival. 


Tliis year the Elkins Forest Festival, 
plagued by rain and dis-mal weather, 
was pulled out of the slough of despond 
by one of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirers call the Wonder¬ 
ful Iron-Hoss Shay. 

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas¬ 
sengers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paid money to take short rides behind the 80- 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number of paying cus¬ 
tomers, the little Shay remained a stellar at¬ 
traction. 

It was difficult not to notice the locomotive, 
for its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac¬ 
tice. How do you ignore a festival attraction 
with a sort of built-in calliope which can be 
heard for five miles? You don't, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or, at, most, two. 

There were those who, in self-defense, hauled 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit¬ 
ted their teeth in silent protest against the 
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, 


operate') snort and puff on the Cass Scenic Rah 
road, this season hauling 38,857 paying cv 
tomers up Bald Knob for four miles anc 
back again. 

Last year, someone had the idea of bring 
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for th« 
Forest Festival, where the public would b« 
treated to short rides for a small fee. The idea 
was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
derella who became the belle of the ball. 

It was decided to repeat the Shay perto. 
ance for the 1965 Elkins Forest Festival, ant 
the- Department of Natural Resources, which 
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, someom 
t it might be a good idea to invite thi 
and other guests for the 66-mile ride, 


press 

as th-„ _ - xm-m- 

This was done. About two dozen passen 

gers accompanied Shay No. 4, Tallowed by sew 
eral passenger flat cars and a caboose, as ft 
left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 
The ride, interrupted by three watering 
stops (for the locomotive, not the passengers 
and another stop for minor repairs, took a bit 
longer than anticipated. It was about 6:30, ami 
getting dark, when the little Shay crept jnt( 
Elkins. Maximum speed had been about eight 

W 'Hie two dozen who had started the trip a» 
Cass had, at the Elkins finish line, dwelled U 
something less than half that number- 01 
those who stayed all the way with the Shay, 
four were women. They were Mis■ Vio!d 

Buddmmum* 3 Milwau 

kce, Wis., editor of Brfftr magaz,ne 


THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 


Built for mountain climbing , it’s slow, 
miehty slow on the overland trips. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 
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Writer-photographer William C. Blizzard sat on top 


of caboose to geHhis shot of Coss Roihood Sho, en.oote 


to Moontain Stole Forest Festival 
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F-ofk i o' route "waved like craxy" when train passed 


After long (timewise) haul, Shay 


m , New Hampshire. 
Shays and similar. 
»K U> romprtr with 
'M railroads Shay 
erased in IMS 
l!:r Shav m its hev- 

r~ u • 

power, its safety. 
» in the field agree 
greater tonnage at 
with letis origi- 
than any other 

Mbw fr«r tautt 

tk W'fr named for Ephriam 

at iiarag. M < h Shay was a 19th-Cen- 
Uatk^m Uwihrrman who sought bet- 
*>4 getting timber out of the woods, 
i > r rtr i£ he m not ed and built the loco- 
r u-ai tv-jir v bk* name 


{ nprfiSC 
of power. 


His crude pro- 
p* avtH «u «ri! at his own operations 
I Ik Uk 4 no plans and patents to the Lima 
■MKtd lime oh * Machine Works of Lima, 
» orgmf that company to make such loco- 
ho w*Wpread use in the timbering 


Ifcay i itsit fortunate for the Lima Ma- 
dtmm W«r1u The company made the first 
n *:> for tii'* J Alley Co. of Michigan. 
Tht Ailry «-» narrow-gauge, but as 

V«tfi (or thr Nb • ncreased. Lima made 
ttMk trtygsiT and better Bl r*oo. Lima had quit 
|«t d markin'- pollution and was concen- 
Vaisog *.*> The company changed 

iu *»•«* to L ’fia Ur omottve Works, Inc. 

Utiu nK.fp- nn-.e*. t'.nal locomotives as 
m Mi»i» ;«-a4ing work in the for* 
ttwe f kid 44 tj * I jf-v < ;ng*industry demand 
derltfkd *» .rnj-max • Lima produced it* 

U* bbajr in 1 HV 

Hu- Hi«> oad competitors built on 

arn iif, .< • .. i|ik<i 'flu* major ones 

HAIL MAC A/. I Sh, JANUAKY 2, l'Jbb 
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Some of passengers snoozed during 

trip. 
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Shay Can You See? 


\fter a successful first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


need, it might be better for both railroad 
and eating and sleeping accommodations to 
be either entirely under state supervision, or 
entirely in private hands. 

Without common management, the need for 
cooperation between state and private busi¬ 
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 

Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com¬ 
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant, but 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer 
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed, 
yet nothing had been done at the time of my 
visit. 

Representatives of the restaurant negoti¬ 
ators say they arc waiting for a daily scenic- 
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
15. Until that date, Uie Shay-driven train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail¬ 
road patrons chicken on the table. 

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
It might be a good idea to moke your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It tot 
crowded, and it isn’t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Boyer, Buckeye, and Marlmton. 

The huge cave near the railroad, which con 

tains a 100-foot waterfall, may * ■£“*]* 
next summer. The owners of Smoke Hole 

Cavern, near Petersburg, have 

in making a new cave opening whuh 


1V»r customer' spent over 140,000 in fares 
MhI mi m»< I ! in the ('40 station by 

the church wome.i of Cass. In addition, the 
l S Area Redevelopment Administration 
tr.»*k available 1576,000 in federal funds for 
the development and extension of the oper¬ 
ative railroad 

These funds were for the rebuilding of 
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars; re- 
pa»r< to the railway shops where engines and 
equipment are maintained; the purchase and 
improvement of four acres for a visitor's 
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in¬ 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the 
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with¬ 
in 1.000 feel of Bald Knob, which has an ele¬ 
vation of more than 4.H00 feet. 

Matters seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob¬ 
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened 
to hold up ARA funds. The Observatory point¬ 
ed out that it was where it was in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ultimately 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 

Kermil McKeever, head of the Division of 
Parks and Recreation of the Department 
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for 

m .1 _-. «m nrmifiiD pn t S Will 


newsman who wrote a story asserting, in es¬ 
sence, that the scenic railroad will be delayed 
because of “bureaucracy” and modern con¬ 
struction techniques, and that much ARA 
money earmarked for Cass will go to out¬ 
siders. 

In fairness to the Department of Natural 
Resources, there is no evidence of boondog¬ 
gling or undue waste in the Cass affair, and 
modern construction techniques will hasten, 
not delay, railroad improvement 
It is true that “outsiders” may, by com¬ 
petitive bidding, secure Cass work contracts. 

But competitive bidding is designed to save 
money, not waste it, and is open, of course, 
to local residents. 

Actually, it appears that the Cass Scenic 
Railroad will ultimately become West Virgin¬ 
ia's best-known tourist attraction, if the po- 

the National Kadio Astronomy Ob- tentiat of the roeahonlas area i.s dovelopecl 

At present, the Cass complex, if it may dc 
so termed, is not, and is not meant to be, 
entirely a state project. Taxpayers, of this 
state and others, have contributed to the rail¬ 
road, which is supposed to attract customers, 
which is in turn supposed to attract private 

entrepreneurs. __. . 

Private business, obviously, is not going to 
hunt in an area unless it can smell a profit 
there, and profit potential has, in the case 
of Cass been stocked through the investment 
of state and federal funds. While government 
and private business can work together effi¬ 
ciently. possibilities of friction arc obvious^ 
For instance, the biggest tourist ne 
Cass is a place to eat and a place to stay 

rjKJa™ 

"T.' t C S CM 

can not do it this summer on a seven-day- 


wTrHSaj * a* f«;» >•« 

_ raarcvrd the »ki and 

rSL— by « 

^ Ml chjti mouoiant lor 
,w,n-rr nti—* Astronomy 

L«|- to am after Ike closing of the 
jJJJl y ,„r r - Co operation a July of 

ft* toMbef cm» pony, virtually the 
7-tf40)meet m the area. Cass 

r -« m w*her and die. Unless, of 

wmt odtor Morce of economic nour- 

uiiim r emdd be totaled 

T)*t Gam F*jo mmg Commute pomted out 
^ hMM radroad. with its old Shay 
batfS oMch of a tourist poter 
U t- tmrod and wrapped The Department 
j Resources was not impressed, at 

V a«i not to the extent of jeopardizing other 
imports SB order to pour money into Cass. 

I>sn t fight fer the old railroad became 
A rauto coiebce with several newspaper** and 
W stator*. and fi$t,M0 < later boosted to $186.- 
cti. appropriated by the legislature to 

i aad refurbish the railroad and certain 
An-vu uod prt^efY ei 

} jouugt ftork wai dot*- so that the Cass 
Ka imad opened for basinet* under 
rtalc ij-pK-e* on June 15, 1963. During 1963, 
u- i a with an I 6-mile round trip, had 

2 XJOJ psymg ciotMBrn during 73 days of 
ArtiiA operation 



Spewing ashes and cinders, Shay engine pushes cars up steep grade. 




Passengers rest at the top before trip down the mounta in. 
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Present were 1 tiie business, 
professional and political lead¬ 
ers of the area. 


in Marlinton 





ranor 



by a 








was at- 
of this 
planning 
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The important thing in a 
nutshell was a report given by 
Ted Riffo. It appears herewith: 

At the time of closing of the 
only industry in Cass approxi¬ 
mately 165 men were affected. 
Some of these men were mobile 
hi mur. Chit f enough to find employment in 
Nati '-rial other communities and other 
. * : <-rvi‘.cry states. The majority, however, 

were not blessed with the nec- 
Jr Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find 

other employment, and today 
Mayor of the some 80 of these men, repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de¬ 
ist Assistant pendents, (wives and children) 
Pocahontas face utter destitution unless 

i some form of employment is 


The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad \f 

Ottered s°°n. (These men were (Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll- q! 

fdlgible for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other necessary Dre r,anna this -«■ 

fits from July 1960 to January equipment.to develop this most ^endation g ‘ 

1961 at which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as an ^ committee has mads 

fits expired.) operating tourist attraction for aUempt l0 pro1ect the 

the State of West \irgima 0 { people that would be 

Proposal to State The Cass Planning Committee j d indircclly a5 a 

, wholeheartedly supports the f * th railroad h*rom; 

It is therefore, with the above res „,by the Joint Com- "Son Z 

situation in mmd th*t th« com- miuce on Government and Fu sllops Mc , b ut has cor. 

a 


i w.. -—vernment ano ri- chnn^ pto i h\i* 

mittee offers a definite and nance as an instrument which 1 on w 

sound proposal to the State of I ld alleviate the unemploy- loymenl to be provide 
West Virginia to alleviate this ment situation in the area, and personnel* 

emphasizes the soundness of 


* j 


Virginia 

Situati0n - j empnasizes me — “ l There currently seen 

In November 1960 the Joint lhe investment in s 'some confusion as to 

Committee on Government and ture 10 b ; and relative ment of 

Finance, by resolution, recom-1 Presen vin , \ posed purchase of th 

mended to the lull member- The railroadand LumberCompany ra 

ship of the 1961 W. V». Legts-Ure ownedby Cass. w v .„ as a p 

la ture that the State of West Raleigh Steel C°nvpay traction for tourists. 

vUnia purchase the Mower in .' _ 

--—-- - 1 volved is approximately 8 miles, 9 ** 

•_i. _ L ... t 


I! We Don't Wafch Ifiey’ll 5feal Our Centennial 

in our State (second in number 


fFrom Page 3) 

But one import- 
LD NOT join the 
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.<■ Commonwealth of 
•+ had too strong 




i the creation of this 
on to want to destroy 
I the Virginia Asscm- 
ainst recession, with 
rs from West of the 
'now West Virgin- 
bolding the line a- 


1 f? 


only to Virginia). In most of 
these the Federals were victor¬ 
ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat¬ 
tle of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lewisburg), far inferior Feder¬ 
al forces, numerically, defeated 
the Confederates ingloriously. 
That belied the old Southern 
view that Confederates were su¬ 
perior people, man for man. 


<! 


t 


W( 


The tat!?* which had already 
teetded knew their cause 
Id not stand a chance of 
Mice**.* without Virginia They 
1 AD to have Virginia So they 


The first land battle of the 
entire Civil War was fought at 
Philippi, and this writer will bet 
10-to-l that the State gets euch¬ 
red out of its rightful publicity 
again on this score. (That belies 
the Southern view that “only 
;i few minor border skirmishes 
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hanged five of his hillbilly cap- which runs from a point about ln the first ir 

tives in the village square at 1-2 mile from Cass at a crossing pr i ces heretofore 

Front Royal. And every time on Leatherbark .peek to a newspapers have ' 

Onantrpll armears on television point about 1 1-2 miles fiom the i naccU rate as the at 

bh tecomL f littu more re- iop of Bold Knob, IThe rail- tavKUMm detail 

he becomes a l.ttle more ^ ^ acmaU „ g0 l0 lhe top Thesc cosls are t 

spectaDie. ^ ^ * * * o[ Bald Knob, but these rails {orma i discussion 

, , ctll Hvin{» have been sold as scrap. The ,resent owners of 

One advantage of stl T ' • 1 g road bed, however, is still in- and r ight-of-vvay. ' 
history at West Virginia Lniver- and new rails cou i d be ment costs are m 

sity in our day was that we were d - n order t0 ge t the full menl figure whicl 
subjected to all shades ol uivu 0 f the engine traveling fjdent would be 

War viewpoints. One of the | he top of Ba i d Knob. Bald deve lop the raib 
finest Southern gentlemen and Knob is lhe second highest I outstanding attrae 
scholars we ever knew was the int in west Virginia -4 852 ists Any impro' 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood, who , aR(1 the railroad is higher however. are sub]' 
was an unreconstructed Rebel of t , any othe r railroad east of al judgment depe 

. * hnvsim 

wh „ Sep It £ ""(Vat 

insisted it was the 'War Be „ 

tween the States " the oral**- Ral |'f^ mo , iMs . bolh ol which „.„„ M be miich » 
sis being on States rights of models. One was put w* h 


the old school. 


A f: 


Dr. Chitwood scorned use of 
the term “Civil War at all. He 
insisted it was the “War 


i-»o oniift• nti?iJ. uro 
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^«ire the Urrlowr ’••« 
f^rarU. Whnt, lh« n arr tu vWu«‘ 
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. as a novelty railroad tourist am 
V«-td Virginia. North Carolina twin 
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committee s This 

development _possAUiUes. ^ ^ 


flic Complete Truth Back of tho Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad summary l\ 

m _ . • _ _» a M »>a! \. 


: n. 


\r 


P F 


r.: com par* and Present 'Were 4 the business, 

t of the feasibility professional and political lead- 
uiu'j erring into ers of the area. 

\1 - S ? ^ Ut The i m P ortant thing in a 
ct; "4 ; ‘ Ia: ' ruon nutshell was a report given by 

Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
i :ic’: was at* ..\t the time of closing of the 
by tht editor of this on jy industry in Cass approxi- 
called b> .« planning I mately 165 men were affected. 

. including Some of these men were mobile 

.f.> Chairman. Chief enough to find employment in 
the National other communities and other 
- n niv Observatory states. The majority, however, 

were not blessed with the nec- 
Kjne Jr . Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find 
. 1 , 1 ^ other employment, and today 

• , r g Mayor of the some 80 of these men, repre- 
rass: Isenting approximately 240 de- 

\-bogast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) 
:ent of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless 

some form of employment is 


— - —■> .—• „ S”“ -Ss t 

!Br-IS 3 w 15 ”^' 

fits from July i960 to January equipments develop this most mentation. ma de n0 

1961 at which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as a T he commit number 

fits expired.) operating tourist attraction for aUe mpt to project the n ^ 

the State of West Virginia. of people that worn vt 

_ . . c . The Cass Planning Committee p \ ove d indirectly as a » 

Propose, to State supports the | P of ’ lhe railroad becoming^ 

It is therefore, with the above reso lutlon by the Joint Com- i ou rist attraction ‘ 
situation in mind that the com-1mittee on Government and Vi* s hops. etc.), but has co 
mittee offers a definite and nance as an instrument which , llseU only with the three 

to the State of cou \d alleviate the unemploy* payment to he provided, \ 
o alleviate this men ^ situation in the area, anti ra ^ n g personnel). 


sound proposal 
West Virginia to 


could aiieviaie me pioymem lu ut- 

ment situation in the area, ana> ra ting personnel). 

situation. emphasizes the soundness <> There currently seems to e 

T XT iQAfi the Toint the investment in such a VC1V i some confusion as to the cost 

In November I960 the Joint tQ lhe Slale . \ , relaUve merit of the pro- 

Committee on Government and Present Owners * l)ur chase of the Mower 

Finance, by resolution• | The railroad and rolling stock \ nbe r Company railroad at 

mende f d , h t0 lin W V r eg.s- are owned by the Midwest 1 ^^ v J as a possible at- 
smp °f he 961 W_ V.n l eg Raleigh Steel Company W racUon for tourists, 

lature, that the btate ot ivesi rharieslon West Virginia. 

Virginia purchase the Mower ampunt of railroad ing Wrong Ropor , s 


. u 




that 

tt.e- 


j w 


i n 


• We Don't Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 

rFrom Page 3) in our State (second in number 

r her But one import- only to Virginia). In most of 
<• WOULD NOT join the these the Federals were victor- 
n; ,t movement — and! ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat- 
!he Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the 
'-e had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
r. the creation of this Lcwisburg), far inferior Feder- 
vr.a to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated 
T. the Virginia Assent- the Confederates 
voted against secession, with | That belied tne old Southern 
delegates from West of the view that Confederates were su- 
ghemes 'now West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

firrr.i'. holding the line a- , , ... , . 

The first land battle of the 

• - . • ! entire Civil War was fought at 

which had already 1 Philippi, and this writer will bet 
. r , '• d lD-to-l that the State gets euch- 

f . lhc ^ a . red out of its rightful publicity 

i land a '-lance of agajn on this score . (That belies 

dhoulVirgmia Ihey * Soulher n view that “only 
ive Virginia. So they a f#w minor border skirmishes 
of fanatic to Rich- . . w t Virginia.”) 


it 




,D to 
doz 


M >' , d ™ « ]U Z\ look place in West Virginia.” ) 

r.m.n bui l bonfires and > f p hn ,ppi was 


ldl icmi'iu, . -- 

The amount of railroad nv 
--- volved is approximately 8 miles, 

hanged five .! hi, billbi.l, cap- which 

tives in the village squaiv - e ., tberbar k Creek to a newspapers have been totally 

Front Royal. And every time p , 1-2 miles from the maC cmate as the attached basic 

Quantrell appears on televisi P ^ Bald Knob . (The rail- inves tment detail will sbov. 

he becomes a little more re P did actua n y g0 to the top Tbese costs are based on m- 
spectable. of Bald Knob, but these rails tormal discussions with t 

, . have been sold as scrap. The -resent owners of the railrnati 

One advantage of studying bed however, is still in- and right-of-way. The improve- 

history at West Virginia Umver- ^ and ' new rails could be ment cosls are merely a jud-v 

sity in our day was that we weie order to get the full men t figure which w e 

subjected to all shades of Civil lhe engine traveling {idenl would be sufficient n 

War viewpoints. One of the tbe t0 p 0 f Bald Knob. Bald deV elop the railro ^ 

finest Southern gentlemen and Rnob }s lhe second .highest ouUt8 ndiiig c ,^ 

scholars we ever knew was the mt in W est Virginia -4.8»2 isls . Any ‘ rn P r ®^,f' t pcr , on . 

late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood who ^ and lhe railroad is higher however, are su 1 hoW 

was an unreconstructed Rebel of than any other railroad east of al judgment• wanl to 

' ” the Rockies). carry the development program 

What S.V U. r Kt 

insisted it was the ~w., - R fS1 S3cS 5*. ”•»» 

- : S ?‘L S M models. One was f u «««» 


the old school. 

* « ♦ • * 

Dr Chitwood scorned use of 
the term "Civil War" at all He 
insisted it was the "Mar Be 


^ U t, ,v | The Battle of Philippi was 
'■ " , 'X y fought 33 days before the First 

*••<» oilu. .•IM.-1 ■ 11< ,,„n n.m bill Southern 



-^Tv lr ,:r, 


w M 
r * iU virtu 
,l * r^rn^.w 




JANUARY 14, 1961 


The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass 


l) dfltr theta. #######^»##>############»## # # ^ 

• - ! \<> In t% Attached summary Of Eitimated B«ic Investment 

operutfflfc income and costs for Cosl of railroad and necessary rol 

stand to we have used a volume average approximately « miles o track, 

il govern- of 70 persons per day. This motives and 8 fhrt^cais tplus sloe 

‘oncerned | average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way 
tally and corded numbers of persons who 200 acres of land on Bald Knob 

that gen- visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and r 

5 *>P e of at f Green Bank in the months park area on BaW Knob - 

seems to must also be taken into account ; Other improvements (»ULon. e 
[he minds that this average of visitors at Cave improvements. Ski slope, 
indirectly the Astronomy Center does not i 

eot is the include groups who made ar- {The improvements' enum 
i to the rangements for tours in ad- 65-70 men f or 

vance, but are merely^ people 

Further, _. .ntn tViprphv reau : 


COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Per Week 

ngineer-$ 84.00 

reman- 72.80 

rakeman- 67.20 

inductor- 67.70 

jborers - 257.60 

lerk ...._ 40.00 

jpervisor- 100.00 

_ $688.80 

.24 1*2 tons at 8.00) 196.00 

and Supplies l..1 


• in ing $ 196.00 of coal for a week’s | 

, | operation 

to'l Other 
- r j are computed on 
vol- I requirements 

D into the' adequate lL 
-- i n supplies over 

the railroad to at- tion - 1 

under 


1960 for accommodating the 
tourist, the Astronomy Center 
did not encourage visitors to' 
tour the Observatory proper. 
What then, would be the 
ume of visitors comin 
area if a promotional effort 

relation to i— 
tract the tourist 
taken? We believe the answer 

is quite obvious. 

; and The operating costs for the 
200.00 - first summer of operation as 
39.20 outlined calls for ten operating 
130.00 personnel at the going local 
,254.00 rates for this type of employ¬ 
ment. These costs have been 


material and supplies 

the basis of the l °P of 1 
build up” an Th'ese estu 
stock of parts and on the loc; 
■ a year’s opera-1 probable cos 

(Initially this is not as railroadl is ;i 
important as it may seem as the ^working coi 
railroad and rolling stock would believe the 
be put in first class operation engers per 
through the initial investment increase 
and heavy maintenance should l would me 
no? be a significant problem for wi bout a 

three or four years.) J nl 

The insurance nas been com- It shoul 
puted on the basis of -0 l-2c that this 
oer person per engine mile, proponeni 
This is probably high but an not advo 
experience rating will have to the «pe 
be established over oife or two while c 
years operation. attracts 

The cost of food is based up- action u 

on the present cost of prepara- 9 uickl y 
7„ volume. This cost was have sue 


Material 
Minor Repairs - 

Insurance - 

Food_ 

TOTAL 

Less: Income 
70 persons per 
per person -— 
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.itlmud tm«l rolling *toek wouUl bfelieve th« 
n» put in flrnt clniH operation 
hrough the Initial inveatment ' Increw 
t n«l heavy maintenance «hou 
not be a glgnlftcanl problem i 
three or four years.) 

The insurance pub occn c< 
puled on the basis of *0 
tier person per engine n 
’Phis is probably high but 
nf SO I experience rating will hav. 
f I be established over orfe or 
years operation. 

The cost of food is basec 


Vi mate of 70 pa**- 
engers per day in Vow and any 
in passenger traffic 
increase the revenue 
a corresponding In¬ 
in operating cost, 
ould ut made very clear 
his committee or other 
proponents of this project do 
not advocate its purchase at 
the expense of other worth¬ 
while conservation or tourist 
attractions, but, unless positive 
action is taken, and taken 
' Quickly the state will no longer 
have such an attraction avail¬ 
able to it, whereas other na¬ 
tural attractions can be deferred 
without a loss in either direct 
i value or potential. 


00 mhuuhm' of operation <*'• 

'*' r ’ ;u»tO outlined calls for ten r.purnttmi 

1 :u)00 mu MUincl at the going local 
«l \,4 00 s for this type of employ- 
X T M ' ment These costs Have been j 

•* *. a, v WOO converted to a 7-day w ° rk ' vei 

1 470 00 ,;16 hours) and based on 

< >16 00 initial summer's operation t 

NM *«k S (April ihroueh Ortobon 

\i however, a ski slope is added 
...... The value to lh ' 0 winter months will provide 

Kwvcwr. is not additional revenues with cor 

; .. -proportion to the res ponding additions' costs. 

. ’ r a 'road would be to Each engine tnp from Cass ^ 
and t> development Bald Knob requires 3 1-2 to - 
and we believe the of c oal at an estimated bull 
summary of initial purchase price of $8.00 pe 
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>*. Virginia 
Ln the area 
I the herit- 
n the trade- 
inia in the 
;e that are 
,nt part in 
state. The 
1880 


■<r::ge of the past 
■edel steam locomotive lum-1 
agTip the side of trmoun- 
iu a peak, unequalled in , 

bv any railroad in the 
frs jr - : Mates, And just 

ife ' miles* ^OTii "the 
•irv.r.g point of the railroad is 
ur heritage of the future— 
re National Radio Astronomy 
ibservaiory at Green Bank, and 
forty-five miles away the 
Naval Research Observatory at 
Sugar Grove. Both these in- 
ititutions are so aware of the 
responsibilities they have to the 
■..■nor that each is planning 
reception centers to accommo- 

rr.e.n in an elevator and the 
other for Pontiacs where the 
two power shovels have a dis- 


pua out o 
guests arrivi 

Commercials 


undler’s nomination 
•veriest of the new 
ommercials goes to 
’ Chung King chow 
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4 Tourist's Prevue of 


Cass Railroad Ride 


By Ivan N. Hunter prime in the early day 

l the present century. 

\ summer, after ue \ e ^ ^ you haven’t been re 

up Hills Creek near Hillsboro h ^. e _, Virgiiua H.V.biU 
in Pocahontas County and took m hl nQt knQW ttat ? 
some fine shots of the Falls. Baum a rail {an {rom P , 
we thought that we had seen yani came down Xo - n 
the ultimate point of interest in c ilol and talked l0 , 
that section of West Virginia. makers durxn a the spe 
But, how wrong we were. sion wixb suck conv incii 

Just this past weekend, we mans hi P that the men 
relumed to Pocahontas County Xa j kxng politics long et 
and found another amazing sgl a S p ec j a \ subc 
facet of interest in this unique lQ tavesli g a te the pros 

county. of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- foad {or a tourist attr 

other exciting chapter % in Jne. q{ lbe last steam ; 
storv of 1 Pocahontas County was EasX q{ the Rockies, 
last Saturday and the place was 

Cass, a small mountain villag^ t 0 Decide Si 

a by precarious h pSrch on The subcomratUet 
"L banks o( a turbulent rive, conunj ^ “ 
named Greenbrier. “f m om 

L „, Tr.in from C.„ £-*-*-,1 

1 was in Cass not to meet the member s have > 
e ,\\u npoole or to ac ^ mire i vately that tne} 
he unequaled scenery or draw , ^ xhe state pui 
l ^ e U ‘‘ i,,n«s the pure air of . _ s tock of the 

thl° hiU county. I was in Cass Lumber Compar 
^ tike a ride on a mountain | int0 a ra il buffs 
4 ° . n( \ w hen we aru vei * (own of 

[» the community at eight in the industry 

fectton o n part of ^ western ghost 

2iS *as »^ ^ 
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(., . B u* CKo«l — W®*» VlrgtnU * Mo»» About Tnm 


Baum Writes Again about Cass train 


it! IT 

fAckur^i *rt a group of picture* 1 took 
■* ibr iftp Saturday aboard the ' Legislature 
^ p^.y, rrturn th« • with tin* r».‘*t 

mftft w* Have uwd them 

If the propattl with the legls autre 
> JU Iigfltjh e wrolt on Sunday. October 
x ; > i may tv. interested in get‘ini 

^formation of this sort oi thi. g to *tse 

ift j oar ne«ipa 5 *r promotion. 

If to, my offer still stands of taking 
rm awmid the two tourist railroads in Penn- 
, On* (he But Broad Top. which 

•MMd up thu August - in constant com- 

mW • .:• I mad. manj trip, to the I wee ■ 
North < u to e Mid the op. ra ol the 

urr d*.s*«i .r.t • a - .'- the leeete ol the e * '' 

Mora Mart mg his own operation. And it i 

Bom mj .'•• WUburn “•* E ' 


that 1 found out my info on the Twee** * 

1 was probably initrumental her* 
several years ago in helping to ge* the : 
started *With subsequent trips wi n * e 

from the Txveetsie to purc-ite -q** 
from the EBT at cost. I think the idea t 
blossomed and then trips and discussion^ 
the Tweetsie man finalized the deci>.j: 

Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners 
railroad. Kovalchick Salvage concern 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with t..? 

Mr Wilburn was up untilthe Une was office, 
abandoned (track was never torn up tho-.i 
and still is the Operating Vice-Pres'.oen 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and n«UveeK 

first weekend in November. »«**“; 
year. You can also compare the n mu.^ 

vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT ... 

(Turn to Page 8 ) 
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♦ k# thaf can own an up hill railroad. 


The WEST VIRGINIA 


Save The Train! 

THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

W.,1 Virginia ha. .omofhing «W . » 
would gi»o a purly for and 
touritt bail in Ih. form of a mountain and a 

chugs up it. . . u, ve this railroad 

The stale of West V.rg.ma can have t . f ^ 

if Ihe owners don't want to get too r,c ^ as a 

reprooontaliwet ar. convinced of 

tourist attraction. interest in the idea. This 

T-” aTI ^ry Z* -d Hi. brother and all 
has heard from overyD V |ocom otive wrtl 

ly hope that the road and.its 

. . .a ihe scrap heap. . -v 


RICHWOOD, WES\T VIRGINIA 


NOVEMBER 12, I960 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


|L*rfi«iie4 inr a group of picture* ! took 
m Ch# trap SotarAiy Aboard the ' Legislature 
* I <x:< frturn tf.rie with the rest 

ffgVrt ynt w Mtt tied them 

If lb* proposal with the legislature 
*i : v he wrote on Sunday. October 

>: i » * 4 • t.M» lr/ert-sted in getting 

mmm ffbmattnn of this sort of thing to use 

j* yent eew^aper promotion. 

Jf so my offer still stands of taking 
ym r**y the two tourist railroads in Penn- v 
M .i- i Or.r tb#* East Broad Top, which . 
71 aril ap tikis August, was in constant com- 
rr.yL. w'.. a and rr.ade many trips to the Tweet- 
t# m North Car M.na And the operator of the 
UfT >..ed *nu> all the facets of the Tweetsie 
\e' :< v. 4 jt;r .4 hit own operation. And it is 
from my L a — Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Twecttie. 

M 

I was probably instrumental here 
several years ago in helping to get the idea 
started.*With subsequent trips with the man 
from the Tweetsie to purchase equip!*. . 
from the EBT at cost. I think the idea fin: * 
blossomed and then trips and discussions wi 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision o: 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of f • 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern n=r: : 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id". 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thouy . 
and vStiil is the Operating Vice-President. ' 3 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next week the 
first weekend in November) is the end for ine 
vear. You can also compare the multitude ad- 
vantages the Cass.outfit has over the EBT ana 

(Torn to Page 8) 
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NOVEMBER U, I960 


RUSSELL BAUM MAKES PLEA 


PRESERVATION 


of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $2.00 
. And the more t>f these places we 
lore attractive a travel package the 
t>e — or for that matter keeping a 
West bound tourist East (like me). 

Let's Preserve the East 

an aside — if at this time 1 could 
ttractive job in the West I’d do so. 
travel — and that is becoming the 
pastime—and will continue to do so. 
places like the proposed Cass layout 
no need to be out West to be steeped 
nutv of America. I'll be able to do it 


parison on this score. Tne negative point, oi auu. .. 
course, is location. But I'd like Mr. Wilburn East will 

to tell you about the amount or lack of I perpetual 

should say. local trade. It’s mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT is located at Orbison- 

ia.- Pa., and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you As 

fly I'd be willing to meet you at Harrisburg land an i 

and if you dnve, either in Sunbury or Orbis- 1 love to 

J American 

°‘“ a - And with 

I think one of the grea' appeals in any j-n have 

newspaper drive is partly sentimental. 1 talk- in lhe be 

ed about it on our trip. 1 avoided it during at home 

the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter- lh j ng s h 

ate the appeal to me is this. Whereas we've FurnaC e 

set aside Mountain tops, forests galore. along w 

streams and valleys, rocks and monuments lys burg, 

as national and state parks — very little has wounds 

been done to preserve the most cherished her- over th 

itage of all — our human heritage. I 

And where is the preponderance of hu- serving 

man heritage? It’s in the East. The Pennsyl- C ombin 

vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the fines t v 

Grand Canyon of the Colorado. The Great Amer ic 

Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ry 

to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. Bui a symb 

no matter how hard we try' lhe Monongahela a nosl; 

National Forest will never compare with the o{ me , 

forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow- r0IIian i 

ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam- wilh it 

eter. 

Be Something Else ratio: . 

. last lo 

io tree in the Allegheny for- y ou u 

give 700.000 board feet of luiIlg 

; no canyon in the East quite and u 
Tallulah Gorge in Georgia orful? 

sest 3000 miles behind And there doesn ' 
around park like Yellowstone And benac 

io grandeur in the world quite like ant u 

(called Mt. Denali 


llrakcman Uarclay walks hi* last 
clay on lhe empUet, Ills Job. 
finished on June 30. IIe H i 
valuable man If pul to work to 
take the tourist* for a rhle. 


claw 


Old No. 4 f«rU shifted. This Is up 
In the mountains six miles above 


Want to 


looking at Mount McKinley 




norvlntf ilu* Rlory of our Emit. At Casa we can 
comhliu* tlit* serene beauty of the Hast in Its \\m* 
finest with the transportation mode*that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hour, . 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts T 
of men for time to come; the personal and Mr. 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along lov , 
with its plaintive wail! alt 

What American father will not fail to u 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a st0 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita- ■ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paul Bunyan g 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col- ■ 
orful? Who doesn't use lumber? And who ■ 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum- ■ 

bprjack deep in the woods catting out in reson- W 
ant tones — "Tlmberr"! How many people 1 
have lone through an honest to goodness saw ^ 

Last year in Longview, Washington, 1 
went through the Weyerhauser Milt. There 
wele 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage— lumberman 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 
There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see 
It’s not next to anything else of intere . 
There’s no timbering to watch. Its just 

look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much • • • 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 

; rrr srs £ £ 

‘ »• p An? 


X„,t «l.r.i- ..tlm i.rcpoixl. rimcr — 

, rlUl! ,.- it „ ... the East The Po.in.yl- 
.•rand Canyon trie# «<> emulate Hie 
(’4„\on of the Colorado The ‘.rent 
. itnd the mils of West Virginia Ty 
..stern pretenders to the Hockies. But 
tor hou hard we try the Monongaheln 
,1 Forest will never compare with the 
,f sequoia National Park with Its tow 
,.a c.,.,i ... inis ud to 40 feet in diam 


shiftrd This l» op 
* miles above 


There is no tree in tne Alleging 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite— Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 
is no all around park like Yellowstone. And 
here is no grandeur in .he world qu.te like 
looking at Mount McKinley (called ML Dena^ 
by natives and the Indians) towering 16.000 
reet from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
evel. Watching it as I did, from Where I work- 
d 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
aspiring sight I can never forget. And l wit' h 
«_ _ uun larf^p ohoto murals 1 looK, 


Last empties come from the 
Cheat woods. It’s the last day of a 
sixty year span. West Minima 
add 160 to Its unemployed. 


nm mill vii built in 1921, re- 
cing an* that burned. Hillbilly 
is diu ole mill shouldn't 

that down the rears it will 
r the state a pretty penny as a 
ver.ir of the past. A logger’s 


bring* »« 

> ik truly » f" c ’ 
rrloia'a 


Clyde 
from the 
V re ot 

pMMl. 


That'% a log loader, children, 
hur* you know now. Hut there 
vttl roror a day when you won't. 
Vnle&a the atat* ol Weal Virginia, 
**t iU Uualneaamen. hAve the wia- 
dom to pmerve thla rich heritage 


■■■■■■■ 


I 









te%*: Witrhint it m% I did, rvocit mure i worn* 
ri» IM jit ml!## iwiy a t clunk was an awn 
inspiring sight 1 can never forget And with 
•»c help oi two lirk'e photo murals 1 took, I 

new shall » 

Can the East top that? Yes, it can. Not 
bv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 


day of the week. Absurd? No! in a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 
There's no ride involved. No scenery to see. 
It’s not next to anything else of interest. 
There’s no timbering to watch. It’s just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much .. . 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— 
a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten 
heritage of our future—the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 
lieve me there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and it’s not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. I want 
nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
I’ve done something for a good cause and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives and the know¬ 
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 


Clyde Gal ford brings In wood 
from the hills. This is truly a pic¬ 
ture of West Virginia's glorious 
past. 


t a log loader, children. 
mm know now-. But there 
mt a day when too won’t, 
the state of West Virginia, 
msineaamen. have the wis- 
preserve this rich heritage. 


The old choo-choo cornea to n bit 
of land on the level between the 
two rw itch-backs on the side of 









Lumber Co. rail road 


Co-Chairman Hnrrv R 


THEY BEEN WORKIN''ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with * 0l |ris 
jollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (si ting e 

ight) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing. Do " Gainer 

Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. ee , ar c ' 
:. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, an 

jach. --- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er,” is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
$75.00P. 


ONLY RAILROAD 
not MERGING 

Bet-'en s'-s.'-s of two , 

|«?olslitjve c-nvn, tses Son- , 
... jesting seniors and ; 

aelegatcs discussed the , 

possibility of Issuing P***' j 
the scenic Mower ♦ 


elevation ot 4*57 
. irne .tel less than Sp^ce 
Knob m Pendleton Couiav 
highest point in the state. 

Proponents ot the purchase 
say that the steep, old-style 
railroad, with the old diamond 
stack steam locomotive capahls 
of laboring up the scenic corn 

tryside, pius Cass Cavern, a' 

sure-fire tourist attractions. 

The underground water! 
said to be about t.00 feet h 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 
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PACE SEVEN 


By Ivan N. Hunter 'of the Cass itne but told the be in business, at a fraction of 

Just about everybody in West i committee that his department the cost estimated by Director 
Virginia, and several other would be glad to operate the Lane. 

states too, with a few notable scenic line if the legislature Even the amount of coal re- 

exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- quired to climb Bald Knob fig- 
with the Cass Railroad. This 1 proval and “give us enough ured in the discussion. Warden 

fact was brought out at the money to run it on". Lane had earlier told the leg- 

Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- islators that his department es- 

held in Charleston Sunday, No- tions to the project the Conser- timated that it would, take ten 

vember 20. ! cation Commissioner noted that tons of coal to make the steep 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost ascent, 

of 1500 Marshall College stu- inaccessabie to concentrated Railfan Rife challenged the* 

dents, along with numerous let- j tourist traffic. He also stated . tonnage figure and told the 

ters and wires, was read to the that the cost of acquiring and members that it would only^ 

six man group before they unan- derating the scenic shay line take four tons to climb t h e 

imouslv voted on co-chairman might prove prohibitive. mountain and “a half a ton to 

Harry Pauley’s motion to recom- Ted Rife, an employee of the come down", 
mend the purchase. radio-astronomy center at “We propose to hold a .pub- 

The motion instructed Con- Green Bank, and an ardent I lie meeting somewhere to the 
servation Director Warden M. spokesman for advocates seek- state, as suggested by the West 

Lane, to get in touch with the \ n g t 0 preserve the last steam Virginia Hillbilly, to plan for 

owners of the railroad and roll -1 mountain line in operation in action to present our cause to 
ing stock and attempt to gel the eastern United States, dis -1 the West Virginia Legislature 


scholarships. We arc about to 
set up a joint statistical service 
and joint efforts in fund-rais¬ 
ing. We hope to work more 
closely together increasingly in 
the highly important field of 
adult education. 


R. E. Mathews of Weston will at the invi 
receive Hillbilly for the next!tv and rai 
52 weeks with the Christinas [Manhattan 
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Time to Start Workin' on 
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body that doesn’t 
be unemployed 
to »ork running 
"niDod. to building 

umt camps that 


« 


•mk ill be neee&sary to take care 
of visitors. 

That somebody Is, first the 
Governor of West Virginia. He 
doesn’t like it because if he did 
he would have said to the legis¬ 
lature. “Buy that little railroad 
and let it be the first olive out 
o! the tounst jar. Buy it. boys. 
,*nd let’s give the people back 
a little something.” The Gover¬ 
nor has been made good father 
of the West. Virginians by a 



great mandate and he is serving \ - 
by the divine nght of kings But |. 
he didn’t say do it, and it wasn’t ; s 
done. One wonders why the gov- »i 
ernor doesn’t like the railroad. '\ 

The Senate of West Virginia 
likes the railroad and put it m 
the budget so it could be bought J 
But the House didn’t like the 
little raiiroad and they said, no, 
they wouldn't itemize it. The 
House and the Senate have to 
agree or the budget can't be sub¬ 
mitted and the legislature can’t 
adjourn until they get togeth¬ 
er. So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise. 

••Lot’s put in enough money 

and if the Conservation Com¬ 
mission wants to buy it later, 
then they can buy it. That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there’s someboch in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state "ill 
never buy it. Or so this paper 

thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
little Cass railroad. This 


Jk 





3h 





wv* • 

■kl 

14 * 1 iUfui ol ( 

. Oil!* 



n Hi!* 


\>n**rvaUun C 

'illtt * 

• to buy it Ii 

i f f* 

buy ItThat 

WAS 

jrface. but it 

Still 


F «-ir » jhit Ihrrr > somebodv in 
}' »rr « *!n doesn't like the little 
nutnood and that the slate will 
novr buy it Or so this paper 

T^sere :.» somebodv who likes 

W 

**»• little Cass railroad. This 
papr or instance But this pap¬ 
er tsn'l any judge because this 
poper is one man's opinion. So 

be uunted. But 
rr ar- others who like the 
' 'tie radroad and that is just 
a: jt e.erybody in West Virgin- 
.2 > \ccpt the strong man on the 
of the state. Why they 
•t n t Lke it. nobody knows. One 
o' the bu men says it will take 
much money and he talked 
about toilets on top of the hill 
2nd about other things. This 
; •-r aid back to him, get the 
railroad first and then talk a- 
bout those things, Be sensible. 
But the man go’ ruffled and the 
; a per ; r o' ruffled and nobody 
got anywhere. 

this paper predicts that 
if the ’hing is left up to the 
late that the railroad will be 
*old to those people in Marion, 
Wrginia. who would like to have 
-t to attract tourists. But that 
shouldn t happen and this paper 
vdl scrap till hell freezes over 

I « «%ilss* Ilf t *i 1/ <» it 


a 



This is ih-i story /our 
ior» on the World'v ^» « 

ond built by Sylvect--* MorfcH or «■ 

uoUiuA roilwny. offi,. tt.v.w 
tiyii, wuv opened on Joly > 
cnnfuyuovidy Vince tbot mne 
the tn-. j world wor ond three m 


;{l ! (v ,,v(' Ine IK* 

ilher pomnilmg, troim wilt leave r 

Avery *.m« the dock * 4 ^' ha £ 5 

*a morning wffit vx m the 

M v D. S. (. 1 . When traffic den'®* 

or,, run » the re,uula.ly acfwxiuted W 
i <au«r. »h..- train* to 9 ®* 0,5 schemne- 
uM >:ind Ir.ile September trams run 91 
ritl 2’.1 5 P. M. ; others a* traffic demoudv 




. . . happen in our West Virginia hills? 
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r i ind hr Ulked 
fU on lop of the hill 
: other tfcingv This 
I hftfk to htm, lid the 
fftf *nd then talk a* 
r things Ik* sensible. 
*n g\>t ruffled and the 
ruffled and nobody 
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,cl c4t r<nodv^. - 
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tropic dftn»a»***- 
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tim« «•»» ,:,ock ' fr , 

»mii'3 *»** T 

<. i- i when ver 

uri o« »H« rofl«k 
M , t h*. tratrn. to ■ 
n<i Cole Soplot^cH 
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V~» thi* paper predicts that 
♦.V Th.ng is left up to the 
>U!r tfut the railroad will be 
*C‘l i : those people in Marion. 
{Hua. who would like to have 
to attract tourists. But that 
il ouidr. : happen and this paper 
scrap till hell freezes over 
* . - • I the last spike is taken 
up and sold to the Old Domin- 
or., * n.ch apparently has more 
! - in I lea lership than 
be New Dominion. 

;.' trough of you West Vir- 
• r a: are interested in buying 
•ocfc * > make this thing possi- 
,.e now .5 the time to say your 
itece Wnte this paper now as 
- what extent you can or will 
, V. r.te to us until we get a 
A organization to take over 


• _ \hjp.K.\ Virqinia hills? 

happen in our WesT y 

has ‘givents \n' gwd Scenic ne- 

srwShV^sr^rd 

from this paper. , 

However, it is possible .^.' 
state to do something. Bat thi 
paper thinks the cha ““ k a 

is a job for the people, not U 
mmole who represent 


from there, also waten tor a 
meeting in the Civic Centei 
somewhere soon. At this rr 
ing we will have experts 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to 
how to organize stock com 
ies, and we’ll have a treas 
on hands to take money. 

Let’s prove to the world 
West Virginia doesn’t hav 
go prowlng around Washii 
for commodities for its P' 




Complete Text 

ii» purpo— here today i» to *ug- 
fft: Hi fcetfMttjr of llw aUtr of West 
\ #c * t p*tctunr.t »nd operating a 
x' tftf Mow«r LumtMr Co. in 
,;/«! \\r*i \ v: J AS an Operating 

of rjUiioa<li&g and lumbering— 
J>;r - • century ftylo—for the bene¬ 
fit • r.e people of the state and as a 

-j vr :.*umt attraction. And further, to 
itn this tourist attraction would 
?J :: < e *n *jy from its own revenue. 

Railroads and expecially logging 
r*iiroads. have for the past 15 years 
been my primary hobby Through busi- 
3 *ii me military service, and vacations. 
1 tarveled and seen most of the 

nH#f f<thig railroads in 49 of our 50 
+ rs Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cc-. Ku:ia and Zocateas to the White Pass 
arid Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
'hr. few Railroad and none of the opera 
:.rr tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery Further the most scenic part of 
the line ts within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
rr...id that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log- 
^.ng railroad to be promoted as a 
•our;/ attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it it) its Park 
> **.m Th.s whole concept of a railroad 
P * not new In 1947 the Edarville 
K li W 2 s born in Cape Cod District of 
Ma a. with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
»uc'cAiful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
TweoUie at Blowing Rock. N. C., near 
the SmSwfc* hut In r* remote section of 
A' / wm t» told that last yc:tr they 


of Russeli Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 


& 


tential to serve as a tourist attraction. 


h the SUverton Line running from Dur¬ 
ango to Silvcrton, Colorado. They are 
booked up in advance for tickets and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait on the average. Today 
Durange is a booming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the 
unusual p«ri is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5.000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow¬ 
stone for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
only one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 


The engines themselves are very 
unique in the annals of Railroading. Tney 
are Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And I 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of i 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from, 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uos in certain magazines. 

A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then at Greenbank. five miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five m}les 
of track and the purchase of six miles. 
This would take the line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 


To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an unmter- 
e ‘mg stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad logging by the old method o* 
rail to logging point and skidder car 


To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 


to memorialize sleam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest i.i 
lesging—‘the chance to show old ism* 
logging railroading at its best—and i 


ge undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportune 
to do something about it Unless it 
stopped, the salvage company warns 
■ tracks ripped up by time w.rur 
s in. Building a new railroad woj.J 
prohibitive. . _ r oil 




M *•*»* 






,4 








J h»r*»« 






thf W V-»t 

il« Mftti 
f< 


In 


•IMF %'• ■* #w 

—- - -* |m« iif»«n»n * •* 

—-« **| «m« nT IM *p*f* 

|M» *"• "* **** " _ 

n>4jrMil '* _ _ . 

«»* #•*» » •*~ 1 *°* u 

ran*-* l** »••« *»^** c »* rt °* 

, v «. a •mw I HIM •* *'•“ 

■ >m tm»« •* thu »«*• lh * 1 


r n |** t«K wit ovrr « !tl - v 
^ (Im Ua #dMMly «w*M b* ••■’•'• 
«• »T»« m tm o9*r*unt log 
-ag n rod !• be prorooied *» a 
/ , i ■ .? : ff It would be s natural 

tie r*e irate to iwtjdf it to Its Park 
I>. < wtxde cvactpl of a railroad 
. , 4 Mt DTB In ISM" the Edarville 
II ra born m Cape Cod District of 
Via *iib ux mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bo* Today it is the most 
■■eeoafal of the tourists operations. The 
;iu<r(«n each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tweetste » Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 

**•-, i remote section of 

s, , / wm a tcld that last year they 

n , $i 50 000 net protft. This year they 
sre . Uitng S 30 000 in superfluous addi- 
j .or x it h x* the purchase of a railroad 
• - - .r f rom the White Pass and 
V jk - .n Alaska They have a five mile 
iri.e v.' trac* Another good example 


f$tm l*M fl It prt»tfiUjr btlUrinj «i 
p+ti»u*w« thd Mr Wilburn. Ih* op#n* 
itn| VMt l*rv«ii)#nl, iffPrU to *4d to 
th# tin# n#ti year 

Although IUm altar railroad* tr« 
operating quit# turcttftfuUy, they hjvr 
•nty on# tailc attraction. that i» a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
rfigifi* hauhng poeple for an average of 
five milrt over the track. The Mower 
t,"inbtr Co Railroad ha* far more to 
offer. 

To start with. It would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an uninter- 
t :ng stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 

railroad logins by the old method o* 

rail to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad. It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockies, 
and is the only operational Railroad East 
ofNthe Sierras that would have the po- 


*"•> Us Ur** otrwrvatory that ««*14 
Mlp attract tiill mar# p«opt# 

Th# M«r**r f»p*r*tir#r> would r*. 
quire the operation of only fiv# 
o! track »nd the purchat# of its m<>«. 

Thu would take th# Une through .*» 
finest scenery, and five mile* i% the id*al 
length for this aort of thing. 

Because tne malor Investment .s 
there, the cost would not be Urge ar.4 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 
have eperating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest in 
legging—the chance to show old time 
logging railroading at its best—and j 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it. Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company wants 
the tracks ripped up by time winter 
sets in. Building a new railroad would 
be prohibitive. 

The highways for entering Cass 
from East. North, and South are very 
good making it readily accessible. 

Trainfan Baum. » P.nns^v.m, 
businessman, made this speech be era 
the House of Dot *9 *t os, Oct. 4. ^ A 






PAGE THIRTEEN 


SMOKE BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST Uf »■ 
LROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND 

We see loads of steel along 
the track and I am jolted into 
the thoughts of how this train 
and its track will be like cer¬ 
tain of the natives of Guam 
whom the Japanese slew. They, 
the Japs, made each man < _ 
his grave and get down on his 
knees at the edge of it, so that 
when the big knife came down 
he could be kicked in after 
his severed head. It’s like this 
for the kind old steam loco¬ 
motive we are riding. It will 
pull up its track and haul it to 
the bottom of the hill and 


ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak. 

1 talk with Tom Edgar’s wife. 
z charming and devoted wife. I 
ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
dig | if he is elected. She tells me 
that there have been many 
problems but ail have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman, 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir- 
when the job is done it too ginia in general and her own 
will go for scrap. Unless, of Pocahontas in particular is al- 
course. the State orders a most a passion with her. And 
stay of execution. Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 

sion. 

Train With Smoke Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 

ther, of course, owns the old 
We pass a road and the p ear i Sydenstricker Buck home 
whistle toots a warning. A car a { Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
stops and disgorges its passen- often to visit the place and 
gers because a train with smoke j n Hus way has become some- 
is something to see. A little lhing of a mem ber of the 

gin waves and I remind my- Edgar family and thev love 
sell to read some of good old her 0r Mrs Tom Edgar does . 

Tom Wolfe and I promise.my- .< She is the most graci0 us 

self I will. Upward we go and woman j ever knew”, she told 

‘ ? e . ts , c . ol( er anc * 1 * ear me. ”She is kind and consider- 
Lruickshanks say that ‘‘Poor ate and devo j d 0 f a u pretence. 

° ldCo ™. lock . ls f ? 01 ?S freeze You would think she would 
lo death and I look about me have the right t0 « pul on - just 

and see hat all the rest have a liule but she do€S n’t. And 

intelligently anticipated this she ha8 no us ^ f or people 

kind of weather and are dress- who pretend to be something 

ad in fitting garb. And Dick ih ^ aren . r . 

KAtifmnM noe Ainrl r»n t nr o mi < m " 


• ru-rntrating quite Icchcr- Mon And there are others DICK 

,*4 upon 4 herd of young i Bowman, whom I know and Dr 

I in 4 field who oxuspora- Frank Callcndar of the Green 

* . !> p.»> him no mind at all Bank observatory' Meet Dr. 

jri.o on with the hnrd-to- Phillip Newell”, somebody says 

• r.anochalance of the gender, (and I shake hands with a sub- 

Thr tint man I meet at ! scr,ber , wh ° m ‘ haV ® 

Bill Sp«'rrv > El Poco. the ap- much about bul had nevcr 
pointed place in Marl inton, is mc 

Mr Koontz himself who is Strangely enough I learned 
•jnding in front of the place about Rev. Newell. Presbyter- 
md wondering why it isn't ian pastor at Greenbank. when 
pen He tells me where Sena- l went lo New York that time 
•or Car! Gainer is in the motel, to check the Big City for its 
I go there and after a while poverty and depressed areas of 
Senator Arch Reed conies in people following the dressing- 
jnd we all go to breakfast, the down that the Saturday Eve- 
Rj;l- pJ ce now being open and bust- ning Post gave West Virginia. 

ap- ling At one booth are Mr. and One of the social workers there 
rave Mrs Koontz and at another told nte about Greenbaiiik’s 
the Delegate J. C Cruikshanks. Rev. Newell. And others had 
- :n Speaker Pauley comes in. told me about him, how he is 
one i known as the Hotrodding Cir- 

Ike and Taxes cult Rider in a Jaguar. He was 

_ .. there and so was his Jaguar. 

Bill Sperry introduces me to And so were his wife and chil- 
f ‘i r stranger, a fellow by the dren. I have never met a more 


rom 


something about how President 
Eisenhower evades taxes by 
renting his Gettysburg farm to 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-' 
son or somebody. None of it is 
flear to mo, or even interesting, 
but the fellow gets to talking 
about how big shots play up to 
the President and he starts 
talking about this fellow who 
gets invited to the White House 
and how he works the deals 
thnt knaps him on the invite 


In Msrlinton 

>' looking mto the 
Saturday at Cass 

• J'ed by I^givlative 

***** If Koontz to 
pom* of assemble 

• at nine o'clock, 
ood *arly so that ! 
slowly over Kennl- 
n ahnorh the 
lf y for which this 
ftioij‘ I'ha re 

bej utiful in the 
>0itv hut I have I 


had it so good. 

John KiUoran comes up to 
me and I say. “Fill me in, 
“John” and John fills me in 
and good. “This is one of the 
steep railroads. Railroad grades 
are told in percentages. A rise 
of one inch per hundred feet 
is one percent, for instance. 


poem was 


Now mn^t M l in I.ine mark ,irp 


AnH T think she is DrettV 


y mornJfitf 





4 l 

t < 

uon 




h til 


k r ._ , 






leaves, 


At 7 55 1 started 

r vCSA3D»SS 42 Ut* Of 

d f topped here and 
to took at it all. 
45 tapor was rising 
*t»oe thejtr* wings 
and the sun was 
ifh strong enough, 
lough to turn the 
maybe the crystals 
into a sequin 
pe of thing that 
the bright and 
and oranges and 
he leaves, not to 
te undertones of 


ir. aie t v. image of bespangled 
gypsy girls dancing in an au -1 

lights What a 
aonderfpf wonderland this all | 
ii drive in the autumn 
over Kmm.son 

T -c 1 . ;itv of it parades and 
nlcr.di or down the countour 
c hill and hills to the 
level below, where the 
• f, -‘: hasn't come so early, and 
eon clings for a few' 
more precious minutes before! 
donnJr.g the fata! costume. I 
which although colorful and 
F*y, t- *111 the danse macabre 
of nature the last fling before I 
old B rom % Winter holds all 
ir. thrall I have become potetic, 
but reality jerk me back. 1 | 
c-orne down hard upon the 
brake* and werve dangerously 
to avoid hitting a young bull 
which li.i ‘i rayed from a field 
and over j fence and stands 
ir ’he road His head is thrust 
forward, no o^qulvering, as his 
nostrils dilate in and out like 
- bellow giving me no glance 


of nature 
old B?roni 
in thrall. I 
but realtt; 
come rim 
brakes anr 


r io«tl<>n| StMUt ht»" Pf••lltlrlil 

I rt «vail« Uina by 

rvMUns tm lifitv.Mirg farm to 

., r; .. 4r \ .. • lint Murehl 

a ion of uumdHHty Nona of II U 
« iif.r to mo. or even mtorosiini!. 
t t ihr frllno gtHs to talking 
a About how tug shots ptay up to 
a thr President and ho Marls 
. UlUnj* sbout this fellow who 
I ., u invited to the White House 
i- land how he works the deals 

<• him on tho Invite- 

i r.af nix involvo«f « tuul 

, m «i«»A i think worthy of 

Ibe print*. 

At a dinner Elsenhower spoke 
o. .i poem that he hadn't read 
in years, but would give a farm 
or maybe a golf course — 
m Georgia for if anybody could 
locate It He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who 
hated it, and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
get back to the simple ways 
again. “The President could 
quote but two lines from the 
poem. That’s all he knew. 

This fellow who was trying to 
make Eisenhower didn’t say a 
word. Soon as the dinner was 
over, he got. to a phone and 
started calling book stores in 
New York. He recited the 
quotation to each of them and 
offered a ridiculous price to 
the man who could find it 
first. One was found after a 
short time and the man char¬ 
tered a private plane to fly 
the book to Washington and 
within a short time after the 
dinner was able to say to the 
President, “Oh, by the way, I 
just happen to have with me 
the book that has that poem in 
it that you wanted . . 

Last Train from Cass 

There’s no sense in taking 
all the cars, so we double up | 
and it isn’t long until we are i 
at Cass. There is a crowd about 
the old steam locomotive which 
is belching out smhke in 
proper salutation. I see fami¬ 
liar faces in the crowd and new 
ones ton. There is. first as al¬ 
ways when a steam engine is 
puffing, John Killoran, t h e 
WSAZ-TV man; who has been 
going to bat for the train’s 1 
preservation over lus tv ,s;a- 4 


I lotiof ti"|ri|iiit‘t if ><• morrMl i 
I rom I'firabottta* Hi' I* Ui« , 

| ••half tn«n" lhal Pearl Ruck 
iiifBcniH** in h»r chapter on 
Hillsboro flmr blrttiplaral In 
j \My Many World**'. Tom Edgar 
loft hit "olhar bnlf M , hit two 
logs, in Europe There’* & 
itory there, which I haven'l 
time nr room for now la-1 it 
suffice to soy th.it he wo: an 
officer and he »nt In o church 
in Germany (?) making plant 
for an attack when a bomb come 
through lh« roof and look his 

off 4-lKHtt ultnvt* t KlllX’h 

Yea, I here's u atory there •»«•■ 
cause the officer completed his 
plans, gave some orders in con¬ 
nection with them, and called a 
driver and had himself loaded 
into a jeep and taken away to 
the base hospital. Tom Edgar 
is indeed a man. 


•*•••• ***••»•■ »»r» • y *#paar«w |j| tTl#l tfnfVflll 

*•'" I will Upward W. ,o Ml.) , r .,„ knM .. lhe lrjld 

ti got* roldar and t h#»ar !nr » Kh#1 u km „ ^ rofw idar- 
Crulckahanlu »ay that “Poor j!ff and d ,. Vf „ d , if >u pmfme «. 
i old Comstock l» going to tn wt y 0M , hir#it , h „ 

... death" and I look about m« thl , nsh , po . j urt 

“'•<1 1 i»l »M the real have „ mtte< bm , he dotanX And 

Intelligently anticipated thl» rte hl§ nr , ior p^u, 

Hurt of weather and *“***, who tiretend to be xomf.kim; 

..I In flttlnn garb. Ami Dick lhll tht arm r'. 

Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has . p , R . - 

brought along an extra parka- Character of Paari Buck 

like thing which he gives me j had heard that Tom took 
and which shrouds me like a offense at Pearl Buck’s re- 
mummy’s bandage and I never ferring to him as “half man” 

Hid It so good. 'in her book. "Nothing to It at 

-John Killoran comen uj* io all- T<im Itnowi* what ohe mwnl. 
me and i say, “Fill me In. He knows what happened to 
| "John” and John fills me In him. He isn’t a baby As a 
i and good. “This is one of the I matter of fact he i3 all man. 
steep railroads. Railroad grades He understands more than peo- 
nre told in percentages. A rise pie think and he bears no 
., of one inch per hundred feet grudges. I think he is pretty 
is one percent, for instance. 1 great”. 

Now most Main Line roads are And I think she is pretty 
from one and a half to two great too. 
percent. Some few roads, but we have chugged up grades 
» not Main Liners, are five or six an( j through autumnal foliage 
? percent. But never more. This that looks like polychromatic 
. one is nine percent. Just think needle point work at times, and 
1 of that, nine percent”. colorful and downy gossamer 

, I don't notice the climb up- at others, depending upon how 

l ward because it is gradual. I the sun s *V ne f or 10W . *" e 
i do notice that the autumn shadows fall. We come to a 
1 splendor is to be seen on all farm where cattle and sheep 
sides and back behind us is a graze and I am told that there 
% valley with a backdrop of hills, is a cave near here, a ca\ e 
, Now we come to a switch-back, with a subterranean waterfa 
“ and Russell Baum, who started higher than the mighty Ma- 
? the whole thing, as you will gnra. Will we se it. I ask 
, remember if you have read the and am told that it will 
. past two papers, rushes up to to wait another time. We tu 

5 tell me something. a bend on the level ® a 

b curve on the slant, then head j 

Switch Backs for hi & her * round - Anolher ? t0 P I 

Switch Backs and a star t and the second of 

"There is only one other the two switch-backs has been 

switch-back in the United met and taken. It is colder and 

c States. This has to switch to the air is stronger, like a wine. 

climb the hill”. What he means and I wish there were more 
J is being demonstrated. The en- along to drink it all in with 
5 cine pull ahead and stops, the me, and share it. and to toss 
t track is switched, and now it the dregs of contentment hook 

? is culling instead of pushing to grow and multiply for 

* And this isn’t so good at all others. I now see what it would 
5 because the wind is against us mean, this railroad, to hundreds 
b and all the minute, and not of people who have never gone 
vso minute, cinders from the up the side of a West Virginia 
s smokestack descend upon us mountain, by font or rail, an t 
s like dirty snow and we all seek i think how lucky Hn* stale 
s head coverage, using my parka that Russell Baum came to 
I hood, and others using handker- before the tracks were tjk*'« 

1 I chiefs or whatever they can up and alerted us sleepy pcop.f 
r find The upward go is now There is more beauty: beauty 
i wry distinctly up and the beau- of white Jutting rocks from ’ho 
J iv at the sides is almost pain- side, trees of ail color*. Atn 
s till to look at. Behind us the there’s a deep red here, 
t backdrop of the mountains is Bowman bring# it at a >• V* 
more distinct and I noLce dif-* ITurn to Page Mi _ 


t< t(i*t« ft»|tlt*r and t hear 


Hha is m«i 
woman 1 i?v»rr 
tnr "Khi* U ki 


prttMKA. 
hn would 


Wonderful People 

And 1 met Dave Bond, the 
tv-man, and Larry Fellure 
(spelling, ugh!) who is a Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia student and 
railfan. I met Robert Jacobson, 
who is running for Prosecuting 
Attorney, and who became a 
subscriber. And I met Dr. Carl 
Frazier of WVU. 

The train is ready to go Into 
the mountains and give the 
legislators and all others who 
wish to take the trip a prevue 
of what kind of ride a tourist 
can be taken, if it isn’t too 
crass to speak of taking tourists 
for a ride. There is a caboose, 
or personnel car for the weak, 
and an open-air, side-railinged 
log car for the sturdy. Wc all 
go open-air for the first shank 
of the journey. 

From the very start the ride 
i9 skyward. In a minute or so 
we are past the old Mower 
mill that has sawed its last loe 
and we pass up the old rail¬ 
road skidder that has also 
yanked its last log from the 
hills beyond, but that is no 
doubt good because there was 
no greater rape of the woods 
then that committed by this 
Frankenstein of the forest, 
think to myself how that old 
mill could be kept o= a souvenir 
nf a now dead way of providing 
the world with lumber and 
how there could be a wood hicks 
museum assembled and kept 
rc. 
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CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE 


TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE'S BUYING THE RAILROAt 


One barometer of aging I 
tlv.i.k :> .t propensity to associate 
v- ^temporary act with a half* 
rernemh. red ‘uni' or the half 
forgot:- n words of an old song. 
I-*'* S. ”.ir :.i\ there kept com* 
ir : 1 m> mind - ear bits of an 
c*'d hvmn that I used to listen 

W 

to b.it was n ver brave enough 
t < participate in. about life 
being like a ‘ mountain rail- 
r ;d w *h an engineer that was 
brave' and admonished me and 
f... r . • (he congregation to 
*rnak»* the run successful from 


the cradle to the grave ". 


The "contemporary” associ- 
y .cm was a real Mountain Rail- 
r>j i or.*' which I felt was ap- 
pr r.sng i premature grave 
it *< » *rk being done in the 


pscihof 


> of heat above Cass in 
r • ah int County was done 
and it track and locomotive. 
♦ it be. re . <1 for icrap 1 had 


but concentrating quite lecher- tion. And there a 
ously upon a herd of young Bowman, whom I 
heifers in a field, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
tingly pay him no mind at all Bank observato 
but graze on with the hard-to- Phillip Newell", 
get nonochalance of the gender, and I shake hai 

The first man I meet at scri ber whom 

Bill Sperry’s El Poco, the ap- much a ^ oul 
pointed place*in Marlinton, is met - 
Mr. Koontz himself who is Strangely en 
standing in front of the place i about Rev. Ni 
and wondering why it isn’t ian pastor at ( 
open. He tells me where Sena- i went to Nev 
tor Carl Gainer is in the motel, tc check the 
I go there and after a while poverty and d 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follow 
and we all go to breakfast, the I down that tl 
place now being open and bust- ning Post ga 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
Mrs. Koontz and at another to\d nle ai 
is Delegate J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev. Newell 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me abo 


somewhat 


f* - * 1 v been the engineer 


«i» brjvi* in a bit of 
maneuvering that 
[J>1 She depredation to a 
until > delegation of 
*;<ld look into the 
"> of this vet 

*4 t'**m fof a txmbiU 


>«» f '- 












Speaker Pauley comes in. • told me abo 

1 I known as tl 

Ike and Taxes C “ H R,de " “ 

there and i 

Bill Sperry introduces me to And so wer 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren. I hav* 
name of Gambill. who is a tax delightful 1 
lawyer, and who stops at Bill's ^ n< j t ^ er 
place when passing through I ' sUl 
that part of West Virginia msUnce r 
•Tell him that story”, says House af ; 
Hilt and GambUl haltingly tells irom p oC 
Ah.at |-.r had been telling • half mai 

romething about how President describe s 
Ci.*nhow«r evades (axes by HlUsboro 

hi. Oeltyxburi (arm » .. M Many 
Alien ami CUnt MurchM left hu - 

mebu<i » None of it la- %9% 
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•'m.ik* 1 fMe run -uccossful from 
the cradle lo the grave'’. 

The “contemporary” nssocl- 
ati.in wa a real Mountain Rail¬ 
road, one which I felt was ap- 
prvarlimi a premature grave 
...s its work being 'lone in the 
waods of Cheat above Cass in 
Pocahontas < ounty u *$ done 
,.tui it track and locomotive. 
m ..> beinp sold for scrap I had 

and somewhat 
:rsraculousl> been the engineer 
that v\.iv brave in a bit of 
Vgislative maneuvering that 
brought the depredation to a 
.standstill until a delegation of 
IcgMators could look into the 
matter of preserving this ves* 
t ge of steam for a possbile 
tourist attraction. 

Meet In Marlinton 

Tre day of looking into the 
matter was Saturday at Cass 
and I w. ; s invited by Legislative 
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to 
be at the point of assemble 
it Mimhnton at nine o’clock. 
I left Rich wood early so that I 
c >uld drive slowly over Kenni- 
sor mountain and absorb the 

beauty for which this 
e is famous. There are 
es more beautiful in the 
d. ! oppose. but I have 

em The day was 
is to weather and 
\t 7 55 I started 
ration la* side of 


i.i< 


, — cnees t.ti*; 

1 go there and after a while poverty and r 
Senator Arch Heed comes in people folio* 
nnd we all go to breakfast, the do-wn that t 
place now being open and bust -1 ning Post gj 
ling At one booth are Mr. and |One of the 31 
Mrs. Koontz and at another 
is Delegate J, C. Oruikshanks. 

Speaker Pauley comes in. 


Ike and Taxes 


told, nle a 
Re.v. NerweY 
told me abi 
known as t 
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And so we 
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Bill Sperry introduces me to 
a stranger, a fellow by the 
name of Gambill, who is a tax 
lawyer, and who stops at Bill’s 
place when passing through 
that part of West Virginia. 
‘Tell him that story”, says 
Bill and Gambill haltingly tells 
what he had been telling Bill, 
something about how President 
Eisenhower evades taxes by 
^renting his Gettysburg farm to, 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\ 
son or somebody. None of it is 
clear to me, or even interesting, 
but the fellow gets to talking 
about how’ big shots play up to 
the President and he starts 
talking about this fellow who 
gets invited to the White House 
and how he works the deals 
keeps him on the invite 
One involved a hook, and 


that 
list, 
is a 

the 


left his 
legs, in 
story th 
time or 
suffice t 
officer a 
in Germ 
for an att 

through 

legs oft 


' 

w ircn ihi 


ctly right i 

• 

i f kill*.! 

gj rv’g 

rn the Po 

Km 

And i 

f 1 : 

> )Uit !o 

lUfj 

If fvwHfning 


■r 

f f yu* 

71 # fi f Til 



cf * 

T *C f\il a a 

.M 

fl 1~ 

fhftHIg 


(Iflt e fjo 

Ac* V 


lit 1 

Ike ft«e 


•ook at 


it 


all 


* 


xf 


f h 


. f 


A f 1 


con 

• 


itr«* 

i »un 

rn 


• kt 


r 



Istory, 1 think, worthy of 
^^^rints. 

At a dinner Eisenhower spoke 
of a poem that he hadn’t read 
in years, but would give a farm 
—or maybe a golf course — 
in Georgia for if anybody could 
locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who 
hated it, and then grew up to 
become a weallhv man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
grt back to the simple ways 
again * The President could 
i|uote but two line* from the 
|wro That’* all he knew. 

Thu fellow who wa* trying to 
Ku^nhower didn’t uy a 

Soon &4 the dinner wai 
he got. to a phone and 
calling book store* in, 
York He recited 

Item 
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KenniMn and sioppea nerr inu 
»her«» JuAt to look at it all. 
Early morning vapor was rising 
frv>rn the pronr theatre wings 
of the hills and the sun was 
coming through strong enough. 
an»1 « arlv enough, to turn the 
dew. or maybe the crystals 
of the frost, into a sequin 
spangled type of thing that 
sparkled on the bright and 
Kr reds and oranges and 
% v the loa\ <■ not to 
speak of the undertones of 
brown limbs and green of still 
green leaves, and created with¬ 
in -tic the Image of bespangled 
sy gir s da: ng in an au¬ 
rora o' Kle lights What a 
*<?fMic*’f;i! wonderland this all 
ts t* • dr ve m the autumn 
oitr Kenmson. 


or 


k? b - itv of it parades and 
rds on town the countour 
the hiH and hills to the 


locate it. He said the poem was 
about a hoy on the farm, who 
hated it, and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man, but 
now he wanted desperately to 
get back to the simple ways 
again. "The President could 
quote but two lines from the 
poem. That’s all he knew. 

This fellow who was trying to 
make Kisenhower didn’t say a 
word. Soon as the dinner was 
over, he got. to a phone and 
started calling book stores in 
New York. He recited the 
quotation to each of them and 
offered a ridiculous price to 
the man who could find it 
first. One was found after a 
short time and the man char¬ 
tered a private plane to fly 
the book to Washington and 
within a short time after the 
dinner was able to say to the 
President. "Oh, by the way. I 


• • below. where the just happen to have with me 

it <• H, W* ^ ,rwl lhe b()ok that ha$ that poem in 

it that vou wanted . . 
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There’s no sense in taking road ski. 


all the cars, so we double up 
and it isn’t long until we are 
at Cass. There is a crowd about 
the old steam locomotive which 
is belching out stnbke in 
proper salutation l sec fami- 
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Mountain Railroad 


E BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, 

) AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS. WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 



_ 


k We ser loads of steel along 
•he track and I am jolted into 
n the thoughts of how this train 
end its track will be like cer- 
v :.i.m of the natives of Guam 
» ,v». >m the Japanese slew. They, 
J :he Japs, made each man dig 
: - n grave and get down on his 
Knees at the edge of it, so that 
, a hen the big knife came down 
he could be kicked in after 
his severed head. It’s like this 
[ for the kind old steam loco¬ 
motive we are riding. It will 
, pull up its track and haul it to 
the bottom of the hill and 
»h*n the job is done it too 
«* tU go for scrap. Unless, of 
Jcovne. the State orders a 
stay of execution. 


ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak. 

1 talk with Tom Edgar’s wife, 
a charming and devoted wife. I 
ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
if he is elected. She tells me 
that there have been many 
problems but all have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
Learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 

woman l ever knew \ she told 

it kind and consider* 


Train With Smoke 

Ve pa*i a road and the 
toots a warning. A car 
H and di'gorges its passen- 
t because a train with smoke 
i'Gtnethinc to see. A little 
• am and t remind my- 
to re id «ome of good old 
i Wolfe and I promise. my- 
I *UI Upward we go and 
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I he State orders a 
of execution. 


most, a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 

in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 

her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 

woman 1 ever knew”, she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 

have the right to ‘put on’ just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 

who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t”. 


Train With Smoke 

\\> p.V’S a road and the 
uhistle toots a warning. A car 
stops and disgorge* Its passon- 
. .T' because a train with smoke 
mcthing to see. A little 
; waves and 1 remind my- 
v, if to read some of good old 
Tom Wolfe and I promise.my- 
v,-;f 1 will t'pward we 

it ivts colder and 


go and 

I hear 

I CruicJuhanks say that “Poor 
M Comstock is going to freeze 
to death” and 1 look about me 
..nd see that all the rest have 
intelligently anticipated this 
»'nd of weather and are dress¬ 
ed in fitting garb. And Dick 
Bouman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 
brought along an extra parka- 
like thing w eh he gives me 
ar.d which shrouds me like a 
mummy’s bandage and I never 
T h*d~ft good. 

John Kilioran comes up to 

and 1 say, “Fill me in, 
J hr. and John fills me in 
ir : g od ’ This is one of the 
: <-rp railroads. Railroad grades 
jfr v :d in percentages. A rise 
d or.r mch per hundred feet 
* or? percent, for Instance. 
V • men Main Une roads are 
'moi oo* and a half to two 
.ffxwTi! Some few roads, but 
t o* U t n Unvrt are five or tlx 

Hut never more This 
u* e i a i.ri« teftvat Jud think 


Lacc> tn 
n Edgar 
tuf two 


offense at Pearl buck s re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man 

in her book. “Nothing to it at 
all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
him. He isn’t a baby. As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo¬ 
ple think and he bears no 
grudges. I think he is pretty 

great”. 

And I think she is pretty 
great too. 

\\> have chugged up grades 
and through autumnal foliage 
that looks like polychromatic 
noodle point work at times, and 
colorful and downy gowimer 





few roao*. ^ 
liner*. arc five or six I 
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is a cave near hen 
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Will we see 
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wait another time 
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and a start and the 

or.'.v one other the two 
in ‘ the United met and 
hit to switch to the air is 
w *-.■/. he means and I v 
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tlon And thorn arc others. Dick 
Bo* man, whom l know and Dr. 
Prank Callcndar of the Green 
Hank observatory "Meet Dr. 
Phillip Newell**, somebody says 
and I shake hands with a sub¬ 
scriber whom I have heard 
much about but had never 
met. 

Strangely enough I learned 
about Rev. Newell. Presbyter¬ 
ian pastor at Greenbank. when 
I went to New* York that time 
to check the Big City for its 
poverty and depressed areas of 
people following the dressing- 
down that the Saturday Eve¬ 
ning Post gave West Virginia. 
One of the social workers there 
toldi nfe about GreenbanJc's 
Rrr Newell. And others had 
told me about him. how he is 


We see loads of steel 
the track and I am joltec 
the thoughts of how this 
and its track will be lik 
tain of the natives of 
whom the Japanese slew, 
the Japs, made each m; 
his grave and get down 
knees at the edge of it, s 
when the big knife came 
he could be kicked in 
his severed head. It’s li] 
for the kind old stean 
motive we are riding, 
pull up its track and ha 
the bottom of the h 
when the job is done 
will go for scrap. Uni 
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Pocahontas 
delegation 


(From Page 10) 

This red is the berries of moun¬ 
tain ash and Dick brings it 
aboard and the women squeal 
for some to take home as it 

winter and the 
rop. Dick is the 
now. 


and arrived at ; 
gods . . . and me. They have a 
trick too with mashed potatoes the following 
and gravy and coffee, which is 30) the 
served in enormous tin 


a feast for the Pauley told ho* gikd the 

to be there and said t 

_i Sunday ( 
group would i 
cups. Charleston for a deci 
It is food that calls for the whether or not the 

purest of devotion and I give would be recommended 
all I’ve got. And my dinner chase by the state 
companions aren’t slouches ei- n,. . , , ' 

ther at putting the stuff away. aboul what b a aC u o ;“ 0 “ 

T , . would prescribe. Ah< 

Top of Old Baldy in a field we saw t 

Outside there Is talk of this white bobb 

and that until the return of c eer s '• a .'*- 

those who went to Bald Knob. Cadillac and w 

I meet Mr. and Mrs. Ted Riffe. fascinated as this wi 
and W. E. Blackhurst, author took the pasture i 
of “Riders of the Flood”, the stick strides, going 
book about this very place, and i and round aboul ; 

his wife. I talk to the various , , ,_ , . 

legislators about the possible 

purchase. Senator Reed thinks &°°d show for then 

the idea is pond and Herb He too, 1 think. 


» tend* along thii 
will find enclosed 4 
Bitori, S. D. felling 
d Thought perhaps 
p+r Thi» men leff 
h many of the old 


stays red in ihe 
berries don’t d 
life of ihe party 

I move from place to place 
on the train and I meet more 
people. Meet Walter Good, I 
am told. Walter Good has run a 
locomotive on this railroad for 
32 years. “I retired last year”, 
he said. And I am told to meet 
Sam Silverstein. I had heard 
of him He had bought the road 
for scrap. I expected an old 
man with beard. But he is 
young and agreeable looking. 


vied recently 
ite. West Vir- 
l his brother 
financial aid 
»o men have 
f million dol- 
won Medical 
Foiinche. the 


a t bpea r- 
Home at 


Ghost Town 


of Spruce 

Robert Jacobson points and 
.i'ks me if I see. What I am to 
see was once the town of 
Spruce, a town with 1500 souls, 
who logged and made paper 
for West Virginia Pulp, and 
who repaired the cars and 
engines of Western Maryland. 

In the winter of ’18 the tem¬ 
perature at Spruce was 45 be¬ 
low ” I ask about Spruce now. 
What is there* Nothing, I am 
told Nothing, but a building 
or two Another ghost in the 
kill* 

We reach the top of the hill 
and atop A coal car and some 
boa can are near There 
** the smell of food from one of 

(Jhe boa cera end I follow my 

no** l? **de ere pent of chirk 
«* arltJei of bake bean* pent 


The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful The legislators got 
their head* together in the 
ctn*ed car with the cheerfully 
burning »tove and decided to 
accept t»r Cellrnder’a invita¬ 
tion to come to the club room 
.. in. „l-„v.tnry for . Ultl. 
confab over ua<telcw* 

TKat club room la e» *n*aay 
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hose who wont to Bald* Knob. \ ms ^aaumc and wt 
I meet Mr. and Mrs. Ted Riffe, \ fascinated as thr w 
and W. E. Blackhurst, author took the pastur*- \i 
nf "Riders or the Flood”, the s tj C k strides, gome 
book about this very place, and and rounfl ab 
his wife. I talk to the various .. , . , . ' 1 

legislators about the possible h been told to 
purchase. Senator Reed thinks good show for thetr 
the idea is good and Herb He too, 1 think, 
Schupbach is carried away with purchase of that 

sold. a 

trip WaS .. .-Him 


*rrs u'lin nis u™n»- 
r to give financial ait 
ml The two men h*v« 
er a half million dol 
: 'to Clarkson Medical 
■I Belle Fourche. the 
wing of the Porsett 
the Aged at Spear* 
)jd Peoples’ Home at 
v the Bennett-Clark- 


he said. And I am told meoi 
Sam Sllverstein I had heard 
of him lie had bought the road 
for scrap. I expected an old 
man with beard. But he is 
xoung and agreeable looking 


Ghost Town of Spruce 

Robert Jacobson points and 
<ks me ir 1 see. What I am to 
: >e was once the town of 
pruce, a town with 1500 souls, 
ho logged and made paper 
ir West Virginia Pulp, and 

the cars and 


Ihink 

thought of. Harry Pauley said 
he felt that the state should - 
own it right to the top of Bald \ 

Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, ij 

is only a few feet under Spruce ] 

Knob, highest ground in the | 

state. I don’t remember what | 

each one said, but I think 

member of the investi- 

saw immense 

as 


who repaired 

engines of Western Maryland. 

"In the winter of ’18 the tem¬ 
perature at Spruce was 45 be¬ 
low”. I ask about Spruce now. 

is there? Nothing, I am 
told. Nothing, but a building 
or two. Another ghost in the every 
hills. gating group 

We reach the top of the hill possibiliteis for the railroad 
and stop. A coal car and some a tourist attraction, 
old box cars are near. There 

is the smell of food from one of End of the Line 

the box cars, and I follow my . . . r 

nose Inside are pans of chick- The trip back to Cass 
en kettles of bake beans, pans uneventful The legislators 
of hot rolls. There is talk of their heads together in 
to Bald Knob, which is closed car with the cheerf 


-rrd upon 

fe» >e a ™ 
pe commencement what 

honors have come 

recent years, but 
exceed the heart- 
.inks of countless 
ha«e shared in the 
untjr of the Clark- 
’ generosity in pro- 
Cioeal and medical 
od facilities that 
! and enjoyeef for 


going 

Mid-wtde ' near, and looking down upon 
has visit- the Pocahontas world of Qreen- 
rop* the bank and beyond, but a colored 
:o twice boy 'ells me it is time to eat 
WHmtxy. and I turn down this trip to 
C.arkvon pay my stricter devotion to the 
memories rulinery efforts of MrJVsilver- 

in hi* term's rooks. I sit clown with 


rjcrrt at 


Louisa McNeill 
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Pocahontas was to have this 
delegation in its midst. Harry 
Pauley told how glad they were 
to be there and said that on 
the following Sunday (October 
30) the group would meet in 
Charleston for a decision on 
whether or not the railroad 
would be recommended for pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

The nde back to El Poco was 
about what a doctor of tourism 
would prescribe. Ahead of us 
m a field we saw the unmis¬ 
takable white bobbing of a 
deer s tail Carl Gainer stopped 
his Cadillac and we watched 

fascinated as this wild creature 

took the pasture in his pogo- 

:t*ck strides, going in and out, 

y ud round about just is if he 

ha4 bevn told to ‘put on a 

|pod show for them legislators . 

||# to 0 . I think, favored the 

tirtfcM of that train, maybe 

M could divert a bit of atten* 


m t/um him 
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Cass: A Work-in-progress 


' Cass - one* a mtld and wooly log 
l.v^' - 'vmsrned until the 1985 
c ^*motth* business distnet was taken 
find <V the ty dge looking towards the 


Above: Main Street 1974; walkways gone, fences going. 
Below: Bock Rows In 1968 with boardwalks still Intact. 


The town in its prime (1920): the bustling hub of a 
massive pulpwood and lumbering operation 

In 1981, 96 structures here were placed on the 
National Register of Historical Places For 58 years, 
ending in 1960. Cass was a company town whose 
residents woke to a steam whistle The sound of 
saws and fragrance of freshly-cut saw logs were 
almost ever-present aspects of life to the town's 
population lwhich during the peak years of lum¬ 
bering. 1908-1920. was almost 1,800) 

The Coss sago began in April 1899 when John G 
Luke, a principal of The West Virginia Pulp & Paper 
Co., bought 136 acres of bottom land from local 
farmer Jacob Gum Two years later, this property 
was conveyed to a start-up venture - The West 
Virginia Spruce Lumber Co - for the site of its mill, 
town and operating base Nine years hence. 
WVSLbrCo was absorbed by 'Pulp & Paper' In 
1942, the Charleston-based Mower Lumber Co 
acquired the town as part of a lock, stock and bar¬ 
rel deal for the mill, railroad and land holdings. 

Originally known as Leatherbork Ford, during the 
period just prior to the coming of timbering there 
were three small farms located where Cass and 
Host Cass (first called Brooklyn) would arise The 
town's name wos given sometime during or before 
May 1900 in honor of a Pennsylvanian. Joseph K 
Cass, who sold his paper mill to the Luke organi¬ 
zation in 1899 Coss 0868-1938) went on to serve 
for many years os vice-president of WVP&PCo 


When the mill closed In 1960, the town property - 
as well as the plant itself - fell into the hands of an 
off-shoot organization, Don Mower Lumber Co., 
which continued to rent company houses until 
1977. It has token years to reach the current level of 
renovation . . . and certainly, much work still 
remains. The first five houses to be rented as cab¬ 
ins were opened in 1984. sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87. 

All photos except front cover by Philip Bogdon 


'he Acha Hole. shown ‘long after-the-fact' in 1968, 
mas one of many establishments that catered to an 
often rough and reckless woodhick clientele whose 
sole purpose m town was to 'blow her inOriginally the 
Central Hotel and last known as ‘Belle's Place' - this 
structure - faced the bhdge at the 90-degree turn. 

Now <n its seventh year, the Town Walk's popularity 
continues to grow This season's guide, Phil Bogdon, 
was bitten by the Coss history bug back in 1965 on 
h>s second visit to the CSRR; his grasp of the 'true his¬ 
tory* is insightful and entertaining The 1996 tour is 
based on personal research, without reference to 
previous town walk presentations. 


References 

A large 1917 Cirkut photograph, found in the rear of the 
Cass Country Store, is the best on-site visual refer¬ 
ence. Further study of Cass, and lumber mill towns in 
general, is available via the following publications (han¬ 
dled in stores adjacent to the depot): 

On Beyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga. 

Roy B. Clarkson. McClain Publishing Co . 
Parsons; 2nd printing. 1994 
Cass A Brief History And Guide To A Lumber 
Company Town; George Deike. Cass; 1989 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia. 1770-1920 ; Roy B Clarkson. McClain 
Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th printing. 1992 

Sawdust In Yours Eyes: W.E. Blackhurst (a novel). 
McClain Publishing Co.. Parsons; 5th pnntmg. 1993 
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Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass. West Virginia 








old lumber mill town built between 1901 and 1908 


Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Coss Scenic Railroad 


Town Walk Highlight* 

1 Pocahontas Supply Corr^any 
2. S B. Nethkin Co. Meat Market 
(now Post Office) 

3. Original company office building site 
4. Cass Hotel / Mountain Inn / Town Shop 
5. Front Row (no street until 1925-26) 

6. First church (now Community Center) 

7. Masonic Building 
8. Latter-era company garage 

9. City Council Chamber & Mayor’s Office 
(top floor); overnight lockup (basement) 

10. Lower Alley (missing many structures) 

11. The Pen ('milking cow jail’) 

12. Company garage site 

13. 'Uptown Cass’ - Luke Street to south 
end of Company Property (just right of #15 

on map); 'labor force’ family residences 

14. Site of first schoolhouse (1901-1908) 

15. Odd Fellow’s Lodge Hall and ‘5&10’ 
Kanes Grocery Store / now storage 

16. Emory Street: Named for Emory P. 
Shaffer, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist Episcopal South Church (1927) 
18. Spruce Street - 'The 'Back Rows’ 

19. Site of second schoolhouse (1908-1915) 

20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1960 

21. Ascent of Big Bug Hill 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah’s office, 1913-1943 
23. Doctor’s home, 1902-1943 

24. Pocahontas Hospital / first E.P. Shaffer 
residence / Boarding House 

25. Luke House / second E.P. Shaffer 
residence / ‘Clubhouse’ (1933-1960) 

26. Horse barn stone foundation 
27. 'Aerial walkway’ inexact replica 

28. Site of S.B. Nethkin & Co. ice plant 

29. Company hay and grain barn (1919) 
30. Company Store retail coal bins 

31. Retail coal scale shed 

I. East Cass logger's entertainment zone* 
(a.k.a. Brooklyn, Hell’s Acre) 

II. 'Big School House’ (built 1915-16) 

III. Slab Town company section - dwellings for 
subsidiary's extract plant. 1914-1925 
IV. Bohunk Hill - once an enclave of Italian, 
Hungarian and Russian families, of abouf 
17 privately-owned houses, one survives 


Note Landmark numbers 
correspond to the order of 
the Town Walk presentation 


« Shoot 


CSRR*s parking lot was 
formerly - for 58 years - 
the lumber yard (docks) 
for the Coss mill; three 
siding tracks ron from 
the C&O mainline into 
this vast air-drying and 
loading facility, where 
boards were stacked 
up to 45 feet high. 


Greenbrier River 


State Park Lodging 

There are currently 13 houses -12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company’s management section - rented as park cottages for 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered boxes) 

Unrestored Dwellings 

Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scattered about town and were in the worst shape when the State 
commenced renovation of the town. Rotted porches have been 
removed and roofs stabilized. (Clear boxes) 

Private Residences, Misc. 

There are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a few 
old-time residents. (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is a 
house used by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol¬ 
unteers of Mountain State Railroading & Logging Association, and 
one privately-owned. (Light-shaded boxes) 


The Big Store’ plus specialty shops, 
•Museum Row' and more . .. 

A Former Company Store Complex 
Cass County Store (State Park Gift Shop), 
Last Run Restaurant, Pocahontas County 
~ounsm Commission Info Stand, Cass Wildlife 
Museum, Cass Historical Museum 

B. Cass Showcase 
C. Country Craft Junction 
D. Lefty's Barber Shop 
E Something Special, Ltd. 

F Bear Essentials Tea & Spice Shoppe 
G Westvaco Forestry House Exhibit 
H. Shay Inn Bed & Breakfast 


'A.cnrv rxuinwu 

Cass, West Virginia 


ruteTand regulations are the only sources of restrictions 
for facility use or program participation. 

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employer 


I corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade 


M at t*oad used tor the 1920 mill boiler house as well as 
the hoy/gm*! stocoge tor .lily Itoday's Coss Showcase). 
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Ruins of the big Cass Mill 


Brick firo wall remains 


Top Of The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M 


Locomotive repair and maintenance require¬ 
ments of a steam railroad call for not only a 
well-equipped facility but also an experienced 
shop staff The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed 
with both. Throughout the year there is activity 
here: during the 'off season/ road crew per¬ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and firemen - 
join the regular shop employees to comprise a 
14-man work force. 

With former Western Maryland No 6 Ithe lost 
Shay built and second largest out-shopped by 
Lima Locomotive Works), finally out after over 
30 months of heavy repair, work has just start¬ 
ed on a replacement flue sheet for the oldest 
Cass Shay. No 5 (built in 1905) Upcoming pro¬ 
jects include a new boiler for Heisler No 6. and 
'from ground up' renovation of Climax No 9 

Today's shop was placed into service during 
1976. four years after fire destroyed the 1923 
complex. The adjacent car shop was erected 
in 1973 to meet the interim repair needs. 

There's more to the Top Of The Morning Tour 
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. PM than 
just an interpretation of the shop: the saga of 
locomotive repair is part of a walking tour 
which includes a look at the mill ruins and an 
array of motive power on the yard's dead line 

Please refer to This Week At Coss - available 
in brochure form at the depot ticket office - for 
the park's schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge 


This 1971 view shows the south end ol the huge mill 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building’s surviving brick fire wall is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First of the complex to go was the end of the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 


Both photos by PhHIp Bogdon 
Shown above is the ’short side’ of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its ’shotgun feed’ (left foreground) 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park's Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976 Looking back somewhat 
in horror, he is thankful not have ’bought the farm* by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


"he fir sf shop. buHt in 1901. was single-track and capa¬ 
ble of servicing two locomotives simultaneously It was 
repioced in eorfy 1923 by a significantly larger grouping 
ai connected structures. To CSRR-era railfans. overhead 
tseh drten machinery and four decades of clutter made 
Srop *«o 2 akin to a beloved old friend 

*** major factor m replacing the 1901 shop was West 
.Vgr.»o Pulp & Paper Co.'s ordering of No. 12. a monster 
Oass C Shcy 1154 ions as built by Lima Locomotive 
sty' v apparently clearance prohibited access; if was 
too bxj to fit inside. 

The 1922 blaze which leveled the band saw and planing 
significantly delayed completion of the new shop 
and foundry/paltem house complex By the time work 
hod resumed, the first of numerous tower skidders hod 
been acquired, thus, as completed. Ihe north boy's 
end sported a pair of 25-foo! doors to accommo¬ 
date these shram-powered high-lead logging devices. 

rhe 50 year shop' was bull! of the same surplus World 
/for i corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade. 
'Aw Aon d used for the 1920 mill boiler house as well as 
** hoy/gram storage facility lloday's Cass Showcase). 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Uao Facilities and Participate In Programs 
‘It Is the policy of the West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources to provide its facilities, accommodations, 
services and programs to all persons wHhout regard lo 
sex. race, color, age. religion, national origin, or disability 
Proper licenses, registration and compliance with official 
rules and regulations are the only sources of restrictions 
for facility use or program participation 
The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employer' 
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A grond h«rltog« In a modern wrapper: The Cass Shops 


Aerial Loa Skiddina 


Shanfy Display 


Cass Scenic Railroad ... Park programs fora different kind of West Virginia state park 


The Dead Une j 

Today % dead linn track earn* Into axfctarc* m 1 
1073 with extension of tha coaling wjng TV* I 
uppar and ol the onginal yard track (now uaad I 
tor parking sxcurtion tralne) was Mower 1 
Lumbar't dead line - where Ho. 12 (the largest I 
Shay ever to operate upon oorrvsrsion wth 1 
added truck and tender length,, and Ho. 13 (ex- 
C60 150-ton tour-trucker) aat tor about 15 yean 
prior to scrapping. 

In order from the lower end of the siding ere: I 

Malar No. 6 (c/n 1591.1929). 90 tone*; one of 1 
the largest units out-shopped by Haider ol Erie. 
Pa.; originally served Boetonia Coal and CJay 
Products of New Bethlehem. Pa., then spent 
over 25 years in Greenbrier County as Meadow 
River Lumber No. 6; came here on Its own 
power in 1966 and went into service during Bakj 
Knob Inaugural Weekend (May 1968); out-of- 
service since June 1995; needs a new boiler. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804,1916). 70 tons'; built for 
an Alabama logging enterprise; spent about two 
decades in West Virginia - first with Raleigh 
Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter 
Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942, moved 
by Ritter to New River, Tennessee where it later 
hauled coal as Brimstone R.R. No. 36; came 
here nine years ago; because of size and age. 
likely to remain on the dead line tor some time. 

Climax No. 9 (s/n 1551,1919). 70 tons'; buit by 
Climax Locomotive Works, Cony, Pa., for (he 
Moore-Keppel Co. (Randolph County) and last 
used to pull coal on the Middle Fork R.R.; 
arrived here (1970) In ragged shape; a new boil¬ 
er found In Canada combines with fhe shop 
force's long-running interest in tackling this pro¬ 
ject to make the toture brighter than might be 
expected from Its derelict appearance; If every¬ 
thing goes well, It may be on the road In 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131,1920). 70 tons'; first used 
by Raine Lumber Co. at Ctoverflck (Pocahontas 
County); In 1930. moved to the Raine family's 
Greenbrier County job - Meadow River Lumber 
Co.; came here on its own power In 1964 on 
entered service the next yea r, because of a bon¬ 
er problem, hasn’t run since 1970. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/h 69858. 1943). 
Built tor the U.S. Army Transportation Corp nnd 
operated at Fort Eustis, Va. as the Johnny U. 
Burruas’ until 1971; thl« 2-8-0 
naver run here - until '^e 1986 
adHah rkirfain Runs, it was ideal canddale as 


k*#d Nk» you are asked to watch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 


Machining Bay: 

Standard lathes, wheel lathe, drill 
presses shaper, threading machine, 
rodtol arm drill band hade saw. 
verttal mil log machine, etc. 


Active Power Chaffee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore 

^ 0 _ ... . , . at the B&O Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com- 

Wo. 2 tfn asao, ^28) Pacrf* Coast Model - 96 tons ; ( here jn 1980 (|n a | ong . te rm trade for Shay No.1 anc 

me onry PC bu.n as a wood-burner logic infu- p* rter 0 . 4 ^ T No } u) . in 7 9B1i ope rated for the first time in 

r C tL “ ".7*™ 'n °' be °:t 0 R e ™ ti ° n m . Br ^' 8h 28 years; used sparingly until service on the Cass-Dutbin 

^ , N °' 4 ; ,he " Lake Logging Co.. Run y (1984 . 85); extensive shopping removed it from the ros- 

lndu8 JL r ^ N ?; H 5 \ and « allway ter for two full operating seasons; reassembled. Big 6 spent 
*»^fce* Research 0/ancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114, came part ^ ^ ugust on the upper shop track for final painting, then 

^ during Railfan Weekend ' etumed the re patr faclrty for lettering, and thus fired 
3ratet corve jT coa burning in 1985. up j or tost j n g then put back into service; it will run this fall, at 

Sh*y No. 4 (c/n 3189.1922) 70-tons*; originally Birch Valley least periodically, on the Cass-to-Whittaker turnarounds. 
Ureter Co.. Tioga (Nicholas County). No. 5; involved In a 

runaway wrack whch scalded four men to death in 1941; Shopped Power 

7^' CK 6 ' *7 Mo 7 e I L ^! f ?•; Shay No. 5 (c/n 1S03.1905). 80 Ions*; came to Cass new 

^ Sh S y o h8r8 ' ,ao7 IS0 .K he l’ lor the Greenbrier & Elk River West Virginia Spruce Lumber 
RR ' 199 , 3 , 3 l h ? r °B 9 m Co.'s railroad out ot Cass - the oldest and longest operating 

reop ® n,n g °] lrack to Baid Sh h it8 linder8 were cracked in 1958 whi | 6 serving 

No, 4 w^l Lkaly serve as the pusher (helper) engine. , he ^ dry a9 a 8team 80urce , thus was in opera- 

Bhay No. 6 (c/n 3354, 1945) Lima class 150-3, superheat- ble when the State acquired the railroad In 1962; after repair, 
•d »ha last and second largest Shay built; plans of 'Cass No. it was put into sen/ice three years later; No. 5 is out of ser- 
^7 - in its original. 154-ton* 3-truck form - were used as vice this year for a flue sheet replacement; It will be back in 
’xrvda’ onsi design, pulled coal on the Western Maryland’s service for the May Railfan Weekend. 


Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.) 
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N«w at Whlttakar Station 


Whittaker Camp No. 1 


Wmtor Cheat Mountain log camp scene, about 1950 


by the cpportu 
Srce 1963. this 
among r.nltans* 
Vo. 6 steams - 


Dinner at a 'portable' Mower Lumber Company camp 

Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood, a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Camp No. 1 display. Rail equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various facets of West Virginia logging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop. An interpretive tour 
is offered of camp cars and shanties, diesel loader, four- 
wheel log train caboose and portable high-spar steam 
skidder. Whittaker Camp No. 1 is an on-going project 
which has involved thousands of volunteer hours by the 
members of Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical 
Association, a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


W 72 various cateettons 

- it: t«rve'-r- Cass Town Walk s pop- 

ff c r+r 's gro* Tbm season's guide, Philip 
ys r.-f Ttn oy rne Cass history bug back in 
r n tf • o the CSRR and has been 

pd**r ; nvn *-c r rea^y ever smce. his grasp 
♦ \j* wp't ft bcrn irs*ghtful and entertain* 
*h# Vxr or personal research, with- 

r^enot *o D*e/oos town wa k presentations. 


Diesel log loader at 
work near Anjean, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Korn 
Courtesy Ertc Mundy, 
from the MSRLHA 
1993 Calendar 
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Cass Scenic Railroad .. . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


G«r behind th« with steam 


Explore an old lumber mill town 


Top Of Tho Morning Tour 


Smt. 
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Hite, 9-mite walking 
rit mind getting wet 

, j etomonfs of this walk ore the 
•wp arJsNxm ocomotives being prepared 
•♦v . i by toeing a look at the lumber 

- 4 n'+grtf par of the b*gger picture - once one 
c* j**» 5 * .> 5 ^ prod act ve double bandsaw and 
. ... v> it es as 'second boat' to the logging 

CvS' j'o s pr —arv charge of furnishing pulpwood 

rv > i-yd -se ; * - using the ready track's in-steam 
pcsmp' 7 s examples - we pause to discuss Ephraim 
s breoc*through design for logging locomotives, 
v rvng onto 'he dead line, we look at a Heisler and 
: j.rxj* *hen compare these geared designs with 
r«o Shoys and a Baldwin rod engine. 

-***•?' peeing aside the car shop, we enter a world of 
geerheod de -ghr No two days are the same in our 
rx>n repo^ foci ty. where attention has turned to 
■nsfa ng a f’ve sheet in Shay 5. After watching 
reoairs. we inspect the machining bay. 


Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:50 - Saturday 

**ee? at the depo* for this 55-minute. 1-mile walking 
tour, wnich s similar to the morning program (see 
□Dove?, except we watch the 1:00 train pass on its 
'etof'i to Cass, then park The program concludes 
w'*n ample rime for those riding the 3:00 train to 
board The tour is limited to 20 park visitors, so 
please sign up at the depot ticket office. 


A? the time of this 'company photo' 
' 1923. the second (replacement) 
umber mill complex had just been 
'ompieted and was runnning two 
e*veivhour shifts six days a week 

Both photos on this page from 
logging South Cheat The History ot 
H * r jnov/$hoe lands by George Deike 


Cass Town Walk 

11:15 - Saturday 
1:15 *- Fri, Sun • 2: 15* - Sun 
5:10*- Friday 

Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps for a 45-minute, 
half-mile swing through the 
old company town. 

Cass was Ihe headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 
lumbering operations in the 
state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, view its prominent struc¬ 
tures, and hear about what life was like here 80+ 
years ago during the boom period. 

* These tours coincide with the Coss Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and ore thus subject to o 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late ; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Coss Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Train at Whittaker Station) 

On regular runs, there's a lot to be said about the log¬ 
gers' lifestyle and timbering practices that can't be 
squeezed into the short presentation at the new rail¬ 
logging display at Whittaker Station. To close out the 
Dinner Train season - and celebrate the rousing suc¬ 
cess of Whittaker Camp No. 1 (see back panel) - Philip 
Bagdon presents an overview of logging railroads, 
then turns the program over to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk. Before boarding 
the train, there will be a question and answer period. 



South end of Uptown Main Street. 1908 


Greenbrier Siding Deadline Stroll 

2:50 - Saturday 

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks 
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute, 1-mile 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M. program. 

We walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry. 
Greenbrier Subdivision for a look at an array of 
non-logging rail equipment (including four first- 
generation diesel locomotives and a steam wreck 
crane) that has sat on the old interchange/station 
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river- 
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's 
floodstage fury. 


There will be no programs on 
days the train does not operate 








Wm 



Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia State Parks have traditionally offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railrood and the old mill town - histone 
subjects that they are - call for a different spin Philip 
Bagdon Is CSRR State Park's Seasonal Historian A 
devotee of Cass history for over 30 years. Phil has con¬ 
tributed his extensive research to several publications 
and archives In 1976, while Interviewing oki-timers 
associated with the bygone roiMogging era. he resided 
In Cass and served as a train commentator 










New at Whittaker Station 


Above: Winter Cheat Mountain log camp scene, c. 1950 
Below: Dinner at a Mower Lumber Company camp. 


ahoio by Chip Bogdon 

• v .v program offering is the Top Of The 
; T visiting the repair shops, visitors 

»,* ccoc^ur ty to W3tch trains being pre- 
u + : S ~c« ' 963. this time of day has been a 
.--•* ra 4 ans Representative of the 

- Vr-rre^ Veadcw R *er Lumber Heisler No. 6 
► i -is i-*3 sto* es - it up back in 1971. 


Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is 
expected in October), there is still a memorable ride 
awaiting you on the CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of 
the new Whittaker Camp No.1 display. Rail equipment and 
structures representing various facets of West Virginia log¬ 
ging can now be inspected during the 20-minute stop. An 
interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of the 
camp cars and shanties, diesel loader. 4-wheel caboose 
and steam-powered Lidgerwood tower skidder. Whittaker 
Camp No.1 is an on-going project which has involved 
Ihousands of volunteer hours by members of the 
Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical Association, 
a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


Philip Bogdon Collection 

V. * n ts seventh year, the Cass Town Walk's pop* 
continues to grow This season's guide. Philip 
Eaodon was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 
’955 on his second visit to the CSRR and has been 
teoprenng myth from reality ever since; his grasp 
c' the ’true history' is both insightful and entertain- 
' i ~ne tour is based on personal research, with- 
'.v re'erence to previous town walk presentations. 


Statement of Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
To U*« Facilities and Participate In Programs 

* H the poUcy of the West Virginia Division of Natural 
^ r vsjreet lo provide its loaMes. accommodations, services 
' rv5 programs to all persons without regard to sex. race. 
f'Jct. age religion, national origin, or disability Proper 
^ r " v ' r fegWration and compiiance with official rules 
or d reg-Ajiions are the only sources of reslrfctions for 
facility use or program participation 
/e *.f Vxgkvj Division of Natural Resources Is an 
*QU0l opportunity employer * 


Diesel log loader at 
work near Anjean, 
Greenbner County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy. 
from the MSRLHA 
1993 Calendar 


Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

July 29-August 4,1996 









Explore an old lumber mill town 


Get behind the »cene« with »team 


Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


scenic Railroad 


Cass Town Walk 

1:10'- Sun, Fri, Sat 
3:10 9 - Saturday 
5:05 * - Sun, Mon, Thurs, Fri 

Meet on the Cass Country Store steps for this enter¬ 
taining 30-minute, half-mile swing through the old 
company town - built between 1902 and 1908. 

Cass was the headquarters and focus of one of the 
largest lumbering operations in the state. Learn about 
this isolated industrial town's history, view its promi¬ 
nent structures, and hear about what life was like here 
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided for supple¬ 
mentary information about Old Cass and the park's 
on-going rennovation of the former company town. 

# These tours coincide with the Coss Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

7:00 p.m. - Friday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Country Store for this 
45-minute presentation concluding with a question- 
and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman, 
Whittaker Camp No.l’s interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once- 
immense Cass rail-logging operation. 

There's a lot to be said about the loggers' lifestyle and 
timbering practices that can't be squeezed into the 
short walk-through presentation at the new Whittaker 
Camp No.l display, so join us for the rest of the story. 


Of The Morning Tour 

y n;tvV Tim*S tVW 

x v* ro-nwnd*. bntde walking 
w*. w\j don't mind getting wet 


-roc' Cass m l. once one of the 

t i • ■ * r ^ ^ dbubte bandsaw and planing 
»* os js second boot' to the logging opera- 
V p "<yv •> ypp of furnishing spruce pulpwood. 

v\w \> *no .u*d we watch Shays being pre- 
i y\j fecjss -he r fascinating design. Moving 
#<feod ine we look at a Heisler and Climax 
-xV've then compare these geared engines 
•wo Shays and a rod engine. 

isxde f he car shop, we enter a world of 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1908 


Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons' 

Van Tour 

3:45 # - Sunday and Saturday 

For those unable to endure a half-mile walk, this 20- 
minute motoring version of the town tour is limited to 
14 visitors. Reservations must be placed at the depot 
ticket office by 3:30. Departure is from the foot of the 
Cass Country Store steps. 

• Please note that the CSRR State Park vehicle is not 
equipped with a handicap lift. 


de ghf No two days are the same inside 
our ^xjn repair hcSity 

Present*. 162-ton monster Shay. 'Big 6' (ex-Western 
Varandl & undergoing final assembly after heavy 
s-vooc*^ Besides pausing to watch the work on No. 
6. .%e inspect angina*’ Cass Shay, No. 5, and the 
shop s machining bay. 

Viewing tie day's active CSRR power come to life and 
sw tch the yard rounds out the tour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1 45 - Mon, Thurs 

rxy ’nose unable to early-bird-it' (see above), this 
55-minute walk is a repeat program, except there 
are no steamin', smokin'Shays. The tour is limited to 
5 park v s fars. so please sign up at the ticket office. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30-31 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Parks have traditionally offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists. 
The Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - 
historic subjects that they are - coll for a different 
spin. Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive 
research to several publications and archives in 
1976. while interviewing old-timers associated 
with the logging and railroad era. he resided in 
Cass and served as a CSRR train commentator 


At »he time of this 'company 
p*v*o'm i923. the second Cass 
: Lmber mill (decidedly high- 
tech for erol had just been 
completed and was operating 
hr*jrs daily except Sunday, 

T >n photo orvj lop right from 
lagging South Cheal 
The Itzlotyof Snmvs/ior? 
loadi by George Defce 
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Rigging to bring In logs 


Multiple logs attached 
to choker chains 


Skidder at log landing 


Comp Shonty Display 


Aerial Log Skidding 


C.i^p No fs reproductions of 
■ ‘ .Mn| a < provide a glimpse into a bygone 
* ***,* 3 group of eight original and long-gone 

s* T>acKs.d« adjacent to a camp tram (top 
*7 *946 on the head of Shavers Fork. 




We<4 Virginia and Regional History Collection 
West Virginia University Library 

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass- 
reiated logging camps (stationary and move- 
able*. woods camp shanties served a variety 
of uses. Originally. 2-story structures housed 
:he wood crews, while small shanties - MKe 
those above — housed skilled workers. 

Introduction of camp trains ended the use of 
bunk houses, but the use of small shanties to 
house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
kept the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
until the mill’s closure in June 1960. 


References 

Further investigation of Cass rail-logging and West 
Virginia lumbering in general is available via the fol¬ 
lowing publications on sale at outlets adjacent to the 
CSRR depot: 

On Beyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga 
by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons; 2nd printing. 1994 

Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe 
Lands by George Deike. Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 

West Virginia Logging Railroads by Bill Warden; 
TLC Publishing Co.. Lynchburg. Va., 1993 

Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia. 1770-1920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 

The Log Train . Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub¬ 
lished a vast array of material for over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Craft Junction. 


With tower standing 96 feet above its base. Meadow 
River No.1 was the largest ‘portable high steel spar skid- 
der* to operate in the East. Here, it is working a set north¬ 
east of Anjean in June 1956. To the rear is a lowside 
coal tender and the diesel log loader (now also at 
Whittaker Camp No. 1) - which is spotted for resupply. 

Photo by Wally Johnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., ‘portable high steel spar (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams due to terrain and/or distance. Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1920. Skidding became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final ‘skid¬ 
der set’ was located at Old Spruce, after depleting tim¬ 
ber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although a\\ 
remaining ‘Cass skidders' were scrapped in late i960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
‘stock parts’ in 1944 and donated by that company's 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a trip of logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No. 1 . the display's skidder. was capable of bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3.000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


Cass: Where History Comes ffe 

Whittaker Camp Uo.t 


After serving tor 32 years in the woods of Greenbrier 
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job’s Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean. c. 1955 - is now one ot six pieces ot rail-log- 
ging equipment at CSRR’s Whittaker Camp No.1. 

Photo by Bernard J.Kern. MSRLHA1993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned the immense rail 
operation lot its peak more than 130 miles ot 
mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates the routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 

An interpretive commentary is ottered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which otter an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs 

Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park 

Cass, West Virginia 
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In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


59 year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 


y/hiitaW>f Comp Ho. 1 is or 
oo-gorig protect y/hrdi - 
besides grants and generous 
private financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 
of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Railroad & logging 
Historical Association 

Interpretive services are 
provided in affiliation with 
the West Virginia University 
Department of History's Public 
History Program 

For information about 
Mountain State Railroad & 
logging Historical Assoc., 
please write P.0 Box 89. 
Cass. WV 24927. 


/. Representative Shanty 

2 Filer's Shanty 

3. Surveyor/C raiser's Shanty 

4 Kitchen/Dining Cor 

5 Lobby/Bunk Car 

6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Car 

7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 

10. Future Coal Tender 


. v - r-* m rm by SC*n<*. c 1950. 

h OvarJ £>•*• Collection 

* mxe *han 40 y«ors of occupying two- 
ojsi quarters. njgged \voodhioc s* work- 

cr ** C* 2 ss -rC? bund •nemselves adopting to a 
tjr* of accommodafons Soon after Mower 
l.r*C** Ccrr^oTy bough* out the Cass operation, 

• i 4 #«fc*r - **e new gene'o manager - instituted 

car*© *3 cut expenses Weber came from 

Star lumber Company, based in Raineile, 
C fmmb r m r County, where this housing practice had 
peer nPUed in the early 1930s 

: 2 ss snap commenced work on the camp sets in 
ftta 1944. a W of 17 cars were constructed from 
togalng Aaicors Mower comp trains consisted of 3- 
te-4 Oscars, o lobby cor. dining car and kitchen car. 
Between 1945 and 1958, there were two camps in 
x* Tor *nen tor # ne as* two years of rail-logging, 
remained one moveable grouping 

The orgnd camp car No. 419, now a combined 
oooy.liunir rendering is oined by a facsimile created 
*980 *sooyed os a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Eq ulpmen t Ros ter 

Kitchen/Dinina Cor (4). Built from one of the remaining Four-wheel Caboose (8). This 'bobber' rode the rear of 
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kitchen log trains out of Swandale (Clay County), where its last 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp., was preceded by W M 

£2" c c »H£*£SS’* 5!K? 

4B.S Mi ™' e & «*>» "° s d °"°" d in 

pari of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was Lidgerwood Skidder [ 9). Home-built by the Raineile shop 
added in 1969 while serving as CSRR's 'sand house.' f rom Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co 

Diesel Log Loader (6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River No.J's service ended when it failed boiler inspection^ 

Lumber Co.'s shop in Raineile, this large, powerful 'long !? 66; '* cam ® ° ^ ass s,x ^ ars ® r Double-heading 

tree' device was active until 1970; it came to Cass in 1972 sh °V s fought the L.dgerwood to Whitaker in,1993; con- 

siderable work remains, including raising the tower 

Skeleton Steel Log Cor (6b). One of 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River lumber 'B-12' now carries Skidder Tender (10). A representative coal-supply cor for 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future 

built from these MRlbrCo steel skeleton log cars. Wood L Wa , cor ^ were over 200 of these 40- 

Stondard Steel Logging Flotcar (7). This 40-foot flat, used foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp & Paper dur 
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one of ing the lumbering heyday. Port of the original C5 kR excur- 

several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For sion train and the only extant 'native' log car it curren - 

about two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather ly spotted on the old company store siding lead in cl¬ 
ear before being retired due to a bad axle. awaiting restoration by MSR&IHA volunteers. 


' #**r ng mealtime gt 0 ttvjner camp, c 1948 


Phil Bagdon Collection 






Jhe late , great old shop 



. r The second Cass shop in 1966 at age 43 
;•? . * 3a>s a*:e' fire of May 23.1972 



~->e r -s* shop - built in 1901 - was single-track and 
capable of servicing two locomotives simultaneously. 
* //as r ep aced in early 1923 by a significantly-larger 
se’ o’ connected structures. To CSRR-era railfans, 
Shop No 2 was akin to a time machine in terms of its 
overhead belt-driven machinery. 

a major factor n replacing the 1901 shop was West 
Srghd p jlp & Paper's Co/s ordering of a monster 
Class C Shay f*54 tons as built by Lima Locomotive 
Wo'rs - rostered as No. 12); apparently clearance 
r t ons prohibited access. It was too big to fit. 

i' is certain that the 1922 blaze, which leveled the 
aond saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
completion of thle new shop and foundry/pattern 
*»ause complex By the time work resumed, the first of 
numerous tower skidders had been acquired; thus, 
as completed, the north bay's upper end sported a 
pot of huge doors to accommodate these tall steam- 
powered logging devices. 

T’>e 50-year shop' was built of the same surplus 
World War I corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade, 
Md used for the 1921 mill boiler house and a new 
hay/grain storage facility (today's Cass Showcase) 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



This 1971 view shows the south end of the huge mill 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building’s surviving brick fire wall is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First of the complex to go was the end of the planing 
mill (at riqht), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both photos on this page Philip Bagdon 


Shown above is the ’long side’ of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its ‘shotgun feed’ (left foreground), 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 


Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewha^ 
in horror, he is thankful not have ‘bought the farm’ by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

It Is Ihe policy of the West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources to provide its facilities, accommodations, 
services and programs to all persons without regard to 
sex. race, color, age. religion, national origin, or disability. 
Proper licenses, registration and compliance with official 
rules and regulations are the only sources of restrictions 
for facility use or program participation. 

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employer * 


Cass Shop & More 

Top Oi The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M. 

Locomotive repair and maintenance requirements 
for a steam railroad call for not only a welt- 
equipped facility but also an experienced shop 
staff. The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with both 

Throughout the year there is activity here during 
the off season, road crew personnel - conductors, 
engineers and firemen - join the regular shop 
employees to comprise a 14-man work force 

Presently, former Western Maryland No. 6 (CSRR's 
Big Six), the last Shay built and second largest out- 
shopped by Lima Locomotive Works of Lima, Ohio, 
is undergoing final reassembly 

Upcoming projects include, a replacement Hue 
sheet for original Cass Shay No 5 (built in 1905 and 
currently on Shop Track No. 2); oil-to-coal grate 
conversion of ex-Feather River Shay No 3 (pur¬ 
chase agreement was recently announced, ship¬ 
ment from California pending), a new boiler for 
Heisler No. 6; and top-to-bottom renovation of ex- 
Moore Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No. 6. 

Today's shop was placed into service during 1976. 
four years after fire destroyed the 1923 complex 
The adjacent car shop was erected in 1973 to meet 
the interim repair needs. 

There's more to the Top of the Morning Tour and 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PM than an inter¬ 
pretation of the shop: the saga of locomotive repair 
is part of a walking tour which includes a look at 
the mill ruins and an array of motive power and 
rolling stock on the yard's dead line. 

Please refer to This Week At Cass (available in 
brochure form at the depot ticket office) for the five- 
day-a-week schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 





A grand h«ntog« m o modarn wrapper: The Cass Shops 


The Whittaker 


he \aher-era camp trains 


Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Railroad 


The Dead Line 

today s dead line track came into existence 
in 1973 when the coaling siding was extend 
ed. The upper end of the track now used for 
parking excursion trains was Mower Lumber 
Co.'s dead line, where prior to scrapping. No. 
12, the largest Shay ever to operate (in 1933 
converted to a four-truck - ‘Class D' - model 


Ychi ore asked lo watch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 


Machining Bay: 

Lathes, wheel lathe, drill presses, 
shaper, radial arm drill, hacksaw, 
milling machine, etc. 


SO'ton overhead crane 


10 -ton overhead crane 


VWWMW. 


Active Power 

Shay No 2 ci 3320. 1920). Lima Pacific Coast model - 96 Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189,1922). 70-tons*; originally Birch Valley 
* : r 5 - superheated; the only PC built as a wood-burner; logic Lbr. Co.. Tioga (Nicholas County), No. 5; involved in a run- 
-* ^-rvced *s conversion to oil before operation in British away which killed four; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr. 
Cc irrtxa as Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co., Co. No.4 and was not only the last logging Shay but also the 
Lfc No. 5. Western Forest Industries No. 5, and Railway first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a thorough 
Appkances Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; came shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob 
Cass n 1 970 and made its operational debut at Railfan expected to reopened in October, No. 4 will serve as the 
Weekend 1972; grates converted for coal in 1985. pusher (helper) engine. 

Shopped Power 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 3354. 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat- roster for two full operating seasons; due back on the road, 
ed. last and second largest Shay built; plans of ‘Cass No. working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September. 

12 - n :s original. 154-ton* 3-truck form - were used as Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 tons*; came to Cass new 
foundat or.a : design; pulled coal on the Western Maryland’s for the Greenbrier & Elk River R.R., W.Va. Spruce Lbr. Co.'s 
Cha 4 ?ee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore railroad out of Cass - the oldest and longest operating Shay 
a* tne 940 Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com- here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the 
mg here in 1980 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and Cass mill’s dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inop- 
PorterO*4-OT No. 714); in 1981, operated for the first time in erable when the State acquired the railroad in 1962; after 
28 yea f s used spanngly until service on the Cass-Durbin repair, it was placed in service during 1965; flue sheets are 
Run (1984-85); extensive shopping has removed it from the due for replacement during the upcoming off-season. 


Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.) 


Ce\ebraVtng the 59-year lumbering heritage 
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I Jigh-line Aerial Skidding 


With towor standing 96 feet above its base. Meadow 
River No. 1 was the largest ‘portable high steel spar skid- 
dor’ to operate in the East. Here, it is working a set north¬ 
east of Anjean in June 1956. To the rear is a ‘lowside’ 
coal tender and the company’s diesel log loader - which 
is spotted for fuel resupply. 

Photo by Wally Johnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 


V'om Un*#r*ty Library 


Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., 'portable high steel spar* (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams (due to terrain and/or distance). Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means of moving logs to rail loading sites 
after Mower Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. 
The final ‘set’ was located at Old Spruce, after deplet¬ 
ing timber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
'stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company’s 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 


Kart Jixmg both eras of Cass- 
g a *~t» (stationary and move- 
c a mp shanties served a variety 
rsar, 2-story structures housed 
* 5 +*Uo smart shanties - like 
oused skilled workers. 

/ camp trains ended the use of 
/ ,r >e use of small shanties to 
tforfcers - such as the filer (who 
ano axes sharp) - continued 
closure m June 1960. 


After serving for 32 years in the woods of Greenbrier 
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job’s Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean, c. 1955 - is now one of six pieces of rail-log¬ 
ging equipment at CSRR’s Whittaker Camp No.1 

Photo by Bernard J.Kern, MSRLHA1993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable sleam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned the once-immense 
rail operation (at its peak more than 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates the routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible. 

An interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 
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Rigging to bring In logs 


O' 3 #vwj Leatherbark The Cass Saga 
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V rug 1 770 '920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 


Multiple logs attached 
to choker chains 


Skidder at log landing 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No.1, the display’s skidder, was capable of bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3,000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat: The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


PutAmt mg Co . Parsons; 9th printing. 1992 

; og Tram Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
•'O: Association's quarterly journal has pub- 
d a vast arra material lor over 12 years 
" J * u#r - af « p ** ri d ; od by Country Craft Junction. 
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atmg t he 59 year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 


Whittaker Camp Mo 1 is or 
on-going project which - 
besides grants and generous 
private financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 
of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Railroad & logging 
Historical Association. 

Interpretive services are 
provided in affiliation with 
the West Virginia University 
Department of History's Public 
History Program 

For information about 
Mountain State Railroad & 
Logging Historical Assoc., 
please write P.O. Box 89, 
Cass, WV 24927. 


/. Representative Shanty 

2 Filer's Shanty 

3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 

4. Kitchen/Dining Cor 

5. Lob by/Bunk Car 

6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Cor 

7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

3. Four-wheel Logging 
Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 

10. Future Coal Tender 


by this scene, c. 1950. 

# Cn George De«ke Collection 

j V 45 -!*r' ’bon 40 years of occupying two- 
•ax. : . *< gjarters rugged woodhicks' work- 

na on ffit Cess job bund themselves adapting to a 
far— * cxccy^'nodations. Soon after Mower 
u*r**r Cy~oany bough: out the Cass operation, 

- - *">e new general manager - instituted 

nrins to expenses Weber came from 
'.Vforow ^ Ur-noer Company, based in Rainelle, 
O eeabri c r County, where this housing practice had 
been ns* ved n the ecrly 1930s. 

’v :ass s^op commenced work on the camp sets in 
- -44 a te^oi o*’7 cars were constructed from for- 
me ogbg ’ Mower camp trains consisted of 
3-i:~4 bunc ca'S. a lobby car, dining car and kitchen 
car Bcfrvocn and 1958, there were two camps 
n r:-o on. 'hen. 'or !he ast two years of rail-log- 
gra ne*e rema ned one moveable grouping. 

r/ ; giai comp car. No 419, now a combined 
L.'r rendering, joins a facsimile created in 
98C avf d sprayed as a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 




Rail Equipment Roster 


Four-wheel Caboose (8). This 'bobber' rode the rear of 
log trains out of Swandale (Clay County), where its last 
owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp., was preceded by WM 
Ritter Lumber and Elk River Cool & Lumber companies 
Built in the 1880s and believed to be of Coal & Coke or 
Baltimore & Ohio ancestry, it was donated in 1964 

Lidgerwood Skidder (9) Home-built by the Rainelle shop 
from Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co 
No. Vs service ended when it failed boiler inspection in 
1966; it came to Cass six years later. Double-heading 
Shays brought Ihe Lidgerwood lo Whittaker in 1993, con¬ 
siderable work remains, including raising Ihe lower 

Skidder Tender (10). A representative coal-supply car for 
the skidder is slated to be installed here in Ihe near future 

Wood Logging Flatcar There were over 200 of these 40- 
foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp & Paper dur¬ 
ing the lumbering heyday. Part of tne original CSRR excur¬ 
sion train and the only extant 'native' log car. it is current¬ 
ly spotted on the old company store siding lead in Cass 
awaiting restoration by MSR&LHA volunteers 


Kitchen/Dining Cor [A). Built from one of the remaining 
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kitchen 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. 

Camp Car No. 419 (5). A former West Virginia Pulp & 
Paper Co. logging flat fabricated into a bunk car by 
Mower Lumber Co.'s Cass shop in early 1945, No. 419 was 
part of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was 
added in 1969 while serving as CSRR's 'sand house/ 

Diesel Log Loader [ 6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River 
Lumber Co/s shop in Rainelle, this large, powerful 'long 
tree' device was active until 1970; it came to Cass in 1972 

Skeleton Steel Log Cor (6b). One of 24 such cars donated 
to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber 'B-12' now carries 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were 
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars. 

StandardSfeel Logging Flatcar (7). This 40-foot flat, used 
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one of 
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967 For 
about two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather 
car before being retired due to a bad axle. 


• .ng ct a Mower camp, c 1948 
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The Dead Line 

Today's dead line track came ini 
in 1973 wt\en the coaling tiding * 
ed. The upper end o/ fha track nc 


r -» 1i ed here You are asked lo watch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 
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In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


The totfer-era camp train* 


A grand heritage In a modern 











New at Whittaker Station 
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Whittaker Camp No.l 


Above: Winter Cheat Mountain log camp scene, c. 1950 
Below Dinner at a Mower Lumber Company camp. 
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fever Lumber Hersler No. 6 
(t op back tt 7971 . 


>>-t> 3ogdon Collection 

* m re se.e"h /ear the Cass Town Walk's pop* 
■v::rrf ^ *o grow "his season’s guide, Philip 
* • » brren by the Cass history bug back in 
r ift second v?s # *o the CSRR and has been 
c^ertrg my*n from real *y ever since; his grasp 
he '*rje history is both ns gntful and entertain* 
>e *.yjr »s cased or personal research, with* 
'♦^rce *c previous town walk presentations. 


Diesel log loader at 
work near Anjean. 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 
from the MSRLHA 
1993 Calendar 
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cfltor. age* region. r<c tionol origin, or disability Proper 
hcenv-v regulation and compliance wrih official rules 
one reg»>attons are the only sources of restrictions for 
fodtoy use or program participation 
T>* WwJ Vtgr«o Dt*uon of Natural Resources is an 
equal opportunity employer * 
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Explore an old lumber mill town 


The V 


Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Railroad 


Cass Town Walk 

• 

1:10*- Sun, Fri, Sat ^ 

3:10 * — Saturday 
5 05* - Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sun 

Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps 30-minute, half- 77 ^. 

mile swing through the old * >r. 

company town built between 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 
lumbering operations in the 
state. Learn about this isolated 
industrial town's history, view its prominent structures, 
and hear about what life was like here 80+ years ago. 
A tour brochure is provided for supplementary infor¬ 
mation about Old Cass and the park's on-going ren- 
novation of the former company town, placed in 1981 
on the National Registry of Historical Places. 

• These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


Top Of The Morning Tour 


'•/rrnMjh* bmtie wu/httg 
dfcvi t mind getting wet 


jExxf Cass -jmbiv aWl. one© one of the 
ivre v-vV F ;x>.double bandsaw and planing 
m § taMt as ’second boor to the logging opera- 
«cn * ptmary charge hashing spruce polpwood. 

; o •* og v the »onJ we wa*ch Shays being pre¬ 
paid and discuss ’heir fascinating design Moving 

♦ 1 ne we look at a Heisler and Climax 

• e. *nen compere these geared engines 
*- -wo Shays and a rod engine 

/.**** sea* ng insde the car shop, we enter a world 
:* peerheo d " de^gh* No two days are the some 
nsde our mam repa r facility. 

: '-esen # , '67-ton rrx>nster Shay. *Big 6* (ex-Weslern 
v yyorxf is undergoing final assembly after heavy 
-oc-oi ng Besides pausing to watch the work on No. 
t we nsoec 4 or gna *905 Cass Shay. No 5, and the 
snop’s machining bay 

/ew.ng the day's active power come to life and 
swo f ne yard rounds out the tour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45-Mon, Thurs 

try f^ose unable to 'early-bird-it' (see above), this 
55-mnute walk is a repeat program, except there 
~ e "o steam n*. smokin'Shays. The tour is limited to 
•5 vs tors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


South end of Uptown Main Street.1908 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:30 p.m. -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slideshow featuring 
1964-69 period images by the late Vincent 
Bagdon; other views, narration by Phil Bagdon 

Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-related 
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill. Shay 
No.7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more 


Every-other Saturday 
this season, long out 
of service Shay No. 7 Is 
back in steam - at 
least on screen in the 
Coss Scenic Railroad 
Early Years slide show 

IP Bagdon photo. 19681 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 6-7 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Parks have traditionally offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - his¬ 
toric subjects that they are - call for a different 
spin. Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Pork’s Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
years, Phil has conlributed his extensive research 
to several publications and archives In 1976. while 
interviewing old-timers associated with the log¬ 
ging and railroad era. he resided in Cass and 
served as a CSRR train commentator 


time of *hrs 'company 
pboto m 1923. fhe second Cass 
l\*nber r~ill (decidedly high- 
far tz era l hod |ust been 
completed and was operating 
hours do«ly except Sunday. 

This o and top nnhf from 
Loqgtnn Sooth Cheat 
The i lory of thr Snowshoc 
land* by George bate 
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New at Whittaker Station 


Whittaker Camp No.l 


Winter Cheat Mountain log camp scene, about 1950 


tto «\v Of The 
w %hcQS. visitors 
prepared 
teen a favorite 
* actxxt. former 
** No 6 steams 


Dinner at a ‘portable* Mower Lumber Company camp 

Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is 
expected in October), a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Camp No. 1 display. Rail equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various facets of West Virginia logging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop Monday through 
Friday, an interpretive tour is offered of camp cars and 
shanties, diesel loader, 4-wheel log train caboose and 
portable high-spar steam skidder. Whittaker Camp No.l is 
an on-going project which has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by the members of Mountain State 
Railroad & Loqqinq Historical Association, a non-profit 


vorioui oot^ctoas 

ts # rte Cass T own Walk’s pop- 

r+r Mi 'o row This season’s guide, Philip 
i* *s Wen by *~e Cass history bug back in 
' *, (Kcrd vt$f to tne CSRR and has been 
•n., f* fit <y ever since; his grasp 

* Wy is both insightful and entertain- 
ic j* rt based or personal research, wi th¬ 
ence to previous 'own walk presentations. 


Diesel log loader at 
work near Anjean. 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Korn 
Courtesy Ertc Mundy, 
from the MSRL HA 
1993 Calendar 
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Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

August 19-25,1996 
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Of Tfx» Morning Tour 
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r mil. o^ko one of the 

_ t | BM 6&J&9 bcyxfeow and planing 
' n? the logging opera- 

, c fKToe o* ♦u'rns^ng spruce pulpwood 

*rd we wa*h Shays being pre* 
^ cu .,, *3sc na'ng design Moving 

j (he we took a? a Heisler and Climax 
•**- ccrrco*e these geared engines 
v^c 9xj> 5 crd a 2^$-0 rod engine 

Wide the car shop, we enter a world 
dejg"!* No 'wo days are the same 

TOde our -na-n reoa*' faciity. 

'62-fc^ monster Shay. "Big 6" (ex-Western 
•crAjrvd! s jndergomg f'-xil assembly after a two- 
heavy shcporng Besides pausing to watch 
die work on Na 6. we inspect original 1905 Cass Shay. 
U: 5. z 1 ”*! *he rcrner fascinating machining bay. 

# e* -\g *he "ay's oc f ive power come to life and 
sw*ch 'he yard rounds out the tour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1 50 - Monday and Saturday 

*•:/ '“«>se unabe to early-bird-it' (see above), this 
:5-~ * /e /nr is a r epeat program, except there 
jfenosJeoroin' # smokin' Shays The tour is limited to 
5 yy* • si'ors. so p ease sign up at the ticket office. 


At the hme of this 1923 'compa¬ 
ny (hole h* second lumber 
n> i complex (decidedly high- 
te'l for its era) hod |ust been 
complied ond was operating 
hours doily except Sunday 


Cass Town Walk 

/ / 5 * Wed, Thur, Fri. Sun 
.110- Saturday 
5 10* Mon. Wad, Thurs, Sun 

Moot on the Cass Country 
Store steps for a 40-minute, 
halt-mile swing through the 
old company town. 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 
lumbering operations in the 
state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history. 

view its prominent structures, and hear about what life 
was like here 80+ years ago during the boom period. 

♦ These tours coincide with the Coss Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late ; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Coss Country Store porch. 


About the cover... 

This gorgeous piece of art appeared 
for four years as the cover of the 
park's brochure, beginning in 1964 
Technically accurate to the point, of 
Intriguing hardcore 'gearheads,' it 
depicts the front end business side of 
Shay No. 5. one of the three surviving 
original locomotives to work here - 
and the oldest (built for West Virginia 
Spruce Lumber Co.'s Greenbrier & Elk 
Railroad In 1905). 


from 
Cheat 
Snowshoe 


South ena ot uptown main aiicei, ituo 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Tears 

7:00 -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (on Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slide presentation fea¬ 
turing images by the late Vincent Bagdon; other 
views and narration by Phil Bagdon. 

Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during ils first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-related 
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill. Shay 
No. 7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more 

{ There will be no programs on 
\ Tuesday and Wednesday, August 20-21 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia State Parks have traditionally ottered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists. The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - his¬ 
toric subjects that they are call for a different 
spin. Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Parks Seasonal 
Historian A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
years. Phil has contributed bis extensive research 
lo several publications and archives. InBMJ 

interviewing old-timers associated with the tog, 

ging and railroad ero. he resided in Cass and 
served as a CSRR train commentator 
















Fx Mow* r 
t umber Co 
kitchon cor 
No. 417 on 
tho upper 
shop land, 
August 1960 


by Philip Bagdon 

Seasonal Historian. 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 


Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
(continued from inside) 

Mowor Lumber log flats (2). No. 127 and another car (num¬ 
ber unknown) were dismantled in 1970. 

Wood Combine. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-15 (kitchen and 
dining car for worktrains); donated by Pittston Coal Co. in 
1967; elegant 1880s-era car which lost its roof and rotted 
down; remains of the car (partially burned) sit on the upper 
end of the Greenbrier dead line. 

Steel Combine. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-16; formerly 
Pennsylvania & Reading Seashore Lines; porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1970; scrapped 1973. 

Steel Baggage Car. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-17; same ori¬ 
gins/style as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

50-ton A.A.R. Steel Hopper. Buffalo Creek & Gauley; 
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972. 

Worktraln water car. B&O X-1023, a steam tender mounted 
on a 40-foot steel flat; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972. 

Steel Gondola. Chesapeake & Ohio No. 29264 (ex-Hocking 
Valley); acquired in 1970, scrapped In 1972. 

Cars Disposed To Other Railroads 

Steel combine. Baltimore & Ohio branchline model; last 
used in worktrain service as car X-4072; acquired in 1967 
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in Buckhannon); con¬ 
veyed to the Hocking Valley Scenic R.R. in 1972. 

Hospital Cars. An undetermined number of these U.S. 
Army cars (72?), previously used on the Greenbrier River 
excursions from Cass to Ronceverte, were brought in by the 
local freight in 1976 and stored on the C&O siding above the 
water tower (today’s Greenbrier deadline spur); removed 
prior to the C&O's closure in 1978. 

Mystery C&O Coaches. (3) Donated possibly as early as 
1962 for use on the excursion railroad (they would not take 
the curves but they were free!); branchline-style coaches, 
not heavy weight; disposed during 1965. 


Mown wood IftlSS 
Pmp * Pmpm Co 
cafeO Into o bunk 
y ?*45 No 419 
n» «o« door was 
rrr— r m CSWTs ‘sand house/ 

cm i~nT >-c Trmn Cm Worn*' tog flat No. 110 
r* eg loader for several years 

r tfJC mm* used kx hf rendering, built in 
re mtv *M0s tor r* ongnaf camp tram display. 

i itt~ 5lee* Log Car One of 24 such cars donated 
t r MisJci Rver Lumber ‘B-12’ now 

sm*m 9m Dm*m log loader at Whittaker Camp No i 

aCr+ocf SSeef Flatcar acquired c. 1957 by 

Mb Greet & Gauei R fl from Cherry River Boom 
I mm one of several cars donated by Pittston 

Coal Cs r r or atmost 20 years it served as a 
90*mz ercursor car before being retired 

reasac af oorve-non of wf-eeis to roier bearing. 

FoMf-m tm ti Caboose Butt n the 1880s and believed 
c be of Coal 4 Co-e or Baltimore & Ohio ancestry, this 
Jobber' tods toe Mar of tog trains out of Swandale 
■ Gxnfy *or Coal & Lumber and suces- 

►"l * sj a.-er Lumber and Georgia-Padfic Corp. 

red r. *>64 oy G- 3 Used on rail fan charters for 
■****» ROT oignaly rostered as No. 8. 

pteee* u>g Loader Burr by Meadow River Lumber 
Co i ihco n 1939 beefy 'long tree* device was 
act-rt ir* 1970; : came to Cass in 1972. 

Lidgsrwood Ski Oder Homebuilt from Lidgerwood 
zmrt* Dy Meadow P ver Lumber Co. in 1944. Its service 
‘ bcrfer inspection in 1966; it came 
•o Cess w years are* DouWe-headmg Shays brought 
*+ Udgarwood to Wftftak•? in 1993 




All photos by Philip V, Bagdon 
Open Platform No. 5 was one ol eight first-generation excur¬ 
sion cars built from Mower Lumber Oats; here in August 1966 
it’s part of the Bald Knob consist 


Excursion Car Fleet 

(There are 15 available excursion cars in 1996) 

No. 1. Standard Closed Platform. Converted from one of 
the four Swandale logging flats in 1970 into Bald Knob 
’cinder car (originally No. 12); received a roof in 1993. 

Nos. 2-4. Bald Knob All-weather. Built from ex-Elk River 
Coal & Lumber steel logging Hats in 1967 as Nos. 13-15; 
renumbered in 1988. 

Nos. 5-0,11 -13,15. ’Second-generation’ Closed Platform. 
Former Meadow River Lumber B-series skeleton log cars. 

Nos. 9,14. End Units. B&O cabooses - 30-foot wood, 
steel frame, acquired by Buffalo Creek & Gauley (C-111 
and C-119). Donated by Pittston Coal in 1970. Lettering as 
they came to CSRR: C-111 for BC&G, C-119 for B&O). 
Retained original numbers until 1988. 

No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow River B-series 
skeleton log car. The last of the "cinder cars." 

Cabooses 

Chesapeake & Ohio 90780. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1926-type) donated in 1966. 

Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard C&O wood (1924); 
Meadow River Lumber Co., Rainelle (served one the last 
log train in W.Va.; donated by Georgia-Padfic in 1972; 
received top-to-bottom repair in 1996. 


Sources other than personal research: 

Af1 * £**9* Da#*, Danny Seidomridge. 

Bud CasM, John Cassell. Red McMillion 
Dof-n Setfomridge, Wayne Cassell. Rex Cassell. 
Rxr.a ttj SporV 2 , John KjH oran, George Fizer 
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and XHt) m Hva m wofMfoJn situations (cribbing during 
May 1990, 0 H 1 ), they are also oocntionaly matquarode as 
k»g^»g finis (hiring roilfan chartors. Car "CD" sits on tho 
Casa yard da ad line with rotted (jack 

Rnssonger Cars 

Dining Car. Chasnpaaka A Ohio Trounces Tavern"; bought 
by Jock Knno in 1904 and Installed on tho old CAO house 
track for operation as the Shay Inn; after the fost food 
restaurant closed, became the Park Superintendent's office. 

Dining Car. Chesapeake & Ohio "Stuart House"; brought In 
by Jack Knno as addition to his Shay Inn around 1967; used 
as part of consist of Cass-Durbin excursions; since 1985 has 
served as storage space. 

Commuter Care. (3) No. 960, No. [?], and No. 81 "Romney"; 
all reportedly former Central of New Jersey R.R. No. 960 and 
No [?] came to Cass from the South Branch Valley R.R. in 
1982 (picked up from Durbin the same time as the BL-2). No. 
81 "Romney" (*Vellow caf) was part of the October 1985 
equipment shipment off the SBVRR. All used in 1984 and 
1985 on the Cass-to-Durbin excursions. No. 960 was modi¬ 
fied for excursion service sans windows, with a single two- 
sided bench extending the length of its Interior. 

Baggage Car. Norfolk A Western Ry. Baggage and Railway 
Express; acquired by South Branch Valley (No. 6 ‘Fredon 1 ); 
came to Cass in the equipment shipment of October 1985. 

Other Railroad Equipment 

American Log Loader. Originally steam-powered, built 
by the American Hoist Co. of St. Paul, Minn., for Elk River 
Coal & Lumber Co., Swandale, Clay County. Converted to 
diesel, date unknown. Later served ERC&LCo's successors, 
W.M. Ritter Lumber Co. and Georgia-Pacific Corp. Donated 
in 1967 by G-P; trucked to Cass and placed on the ex- 
ERC&L flat which would become CSRR Open Platform No. 
1 in 1970 (see above); for years loader sat atop ex-Mower 
flat car No. 110 before being moved to its present host car, 
ex-Meadow River skeleton B-10. Still used in work train situ¬ 
ations (May 1996 cribbing and September 1996 tree-fall). 

75-ton Steam Wrecking Crane. Industrial Brownhoist 75- 
ton, self-propelled model built for foreign military service; 
Government surplus, never operated except for boiler test; 
acquired Spring 1979; Heisler No. 6 ran to Durbin over the 
closed CAO Greenbrier line to pick it up at Durbin. 

CAO Kitchen Car No. X-999678. Work train cook car with 
sleeping quarters at one end. Acquired by South Branch 
Valley R.R.; later shipped to Cass In October 1985. Rusted 
and in bad condition on the Greenbrier dead line. 


Buffalo Crook A Geuloy work cf nag car No. X -15 8-67 

Cars With Questionable Futures 

CSRR Closed Platform Nos. 106 and 107. Reportedly 
acquired by Buffalo Creek A Gauley R.R. from Cherry 
River Boom A Lumber in the late 1950s Donated by 
Plttston Coal Co. in 1970. For almost two decades they 
served as excursion cars before being retired instead of 
conversion of trucks to roller bearing 

CSRR Closed Platform No. 110. One of two ex- 
Chesapeake A Ohio gondolas donated by Pittston Coal 
Co. in 1970 (operated by Buffalo Creek A Gauley in CAO 
lettering); car frame was rusted. 

Canadian National Caboose. Wooden with end cupo¬ 
la. Known to be formerly owned by a railfan; shipped 
from the South Branch Valley in October 1985. 

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 

Original excursion cars. In 1974 there were three of 
eight original CSRR cars still available for service: 
Closed Platforms Nos. 3 and 22 (originally No. 2), and 
Open Platform No. 10. That year, retired cars were: Open 
Platforms No. 1 (railings and bench still on car), No. 5 
(railings and platforms removed, parts stored on deck), 
No. 6 (formerly operated with tool box and no benches, 
railings intact; shop equipment stored on deck; by 1976, 
railings had been removed), No. 7 (railings removed, 
parts stored on deck); Closed Platform No. 4 (sides, top 
and platform removed in 1972; destroyed by 1976). 
Today, all but two of the surviving cars are are unrecov¬ 
erable (numbers are unidentifiable) on the Greenbrier 
dead line spur. Open Platform No. 10 (which served 
between 1944 and 1960 as a Mower bunk car. converted 
for excursion service in 1965; still available as a standby 
car in 1976) has rotted to the ground on the upper end of 
the Cass Yard car siding. 

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No. 418. Restored by 1967 
and operated on railfan charters; neglect eventually rot¬ 
ted the car beyond recovery; destroyed around 1977. 

Mower Lumber Kitchen Car No. 417. Never operated 
on CSRR but in good condition into the 1970s. Like No 
418, rotted away and was finally destroyed around 1977. 
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CSRR brochure art, 1964-67 


Sources other than personal research: 

Adi* Boridey. George Deike. Danny Seldomridge. 
Bud Cassell. Darren Seldomridge. John Cassell, 

1 Wayne Cassell. Rex Cassell. Richard Sparks, 
p. John KJIoran. George Fizer 



Sfmy No 3 (leased from Oregon Histoncal Society), May 1972. 


Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

(continued from inside) 

Porter O-4-0T No. 714. H.K. Porter Co., 1950 (c/n 8234); 
built for the U.S. Federal Security Agency for operation at St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital, Washington, D.C. (No. 4); in 1958 
transferred to inventory of Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, then (sometime between 1965 and 1967) 
moved from St. Elizabeth’s to the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at Ft. Eustis, Va. (No. 714); came to Cass as govern¬ 
ment surplus in 10-1972; never in steam here; shipped in 
1981 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as part of the 
trade for Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired for service 
around the museum yard in Baltimore. 

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road switcher built 
for the Western Maryland in 1948. Donated to CSRR In 
1982; used on railfan charters on the Greenbrier in the early 
1980s; shipped to South Branch Valley R.R. via the CSX 
connection at Spruce in 1991; plans call for the unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 1907, 1907). 65-tons'; built for Lewisburg & 
Ronceverte R.R.; acquired by Greenbrier. Cheat & Elk 
(Cass) In 1913, rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers for their Premar 
Coal Co.; originally used at No. 6, Monitor No. 1 Mine, West 
End (Tunnelton), then moved to Monitor No. 4 at Austen. 
After mine’s closure, the enginehouse fell In on No. 6; 
severely damage. With sale price of $1,000, examined by 
CSRR and Bear Creek Junction R.R., but passed by due to 
location and engine condition, it was reported to be 
scrapped at the mine site in the summer of 1969, with parts 
to be sold to the Graham Couunty R.R.-Bear Creek Junction 
R.R. at Robbinsville, N.C. Eventually acquired by Dave 
Corbert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltimore 
& Ohio at Tunnelton; a coal train derailment all but destroyed 
it; finally acquired by CSRR and shipped in gondolas, arriv¬ 
ing in 1978 (last incoming equipment brought in by the CBO 
before closure. Scrapped in 1980; cylinders and trucks sit on 
cars up the Greenbrier deadline spur. 
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Seasonal Historian. W96 
Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park. 



Shay No. 7 (ex-Meadow River Lumber), August 1968 

All photo9 by Philip V. Bogdon 


Active and Shopped Power 

Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320, 1928). Pacific Coast Model - 96 
tons'; superheated; the only PC built as a wood-burner; 
logic influenced Us conversion to oil before operation In 
British Columbia as Mayo Lumber Co, No. 4; then Lake 
Logging Co., Ltd No. 5, Western Forest Industries No. 5, 
and Railway Appliance Research (Vancouver Wharfs 
Limited) No. 114; acquired in 1970; made its debut in May 
1972; grates converted for coal burning in 1984. 

Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189, 1922). 70-tons'; originally Birch 
Valley Lumber Co. No. 5, Tioga (Nicholas County); 
involved in a runaway wreck which scalded four men to 
death in 1941; rebuilt at Cherry River Boom & Lumber Co 
shops in Richwood; acquired In 1943 by Mower Lumber 
Co.; It was not only the last logging Shay here, but also 
the first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 199 a 
thorough shopping was completed 

Continued inside 
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CHm«a No 0 (in 1551, 1010) 70 Ions'; built by Climax 
locumottvw Works, Cony. Pa , lor tho Moors Ksppei Co. 
(Rundotoh County) and last used to pull coal on tho Midcfo 
1 o/k Raiimad. arrtvod hsrs (1070) m rciggod shape, a now 
bo’wr found in Canada combines with the shop force’s long- 
running interest in tackling this project to make the future 
bnghter than might be oxpected from its derelict appearance; 
if everything goes well, it may be on the road in 1990. 

Shey No. 36 (c/n 2804, 1916). 70 tons"; built for an Alabama 
logging enterprise; spent about two decades in West Virginia 
- first with Raleigh Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. 
Ritter Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); In 1942, moved by 
Ritter to New River, Tennessee where it later hauled coal as 
Brimstone Railroad No. 36 (predecessor In 1965 was 
Bnmstone & New River); to Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum In 1967. then acquired by railfan George Kadelek, 
who arranged Its move here in 1987; purchased In 1994; It 
has a good boiler but because of size and age, likely to 
remain on the dead line for some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858, 1943). Built for the 
U.S. Army Transportation Corp and operated at Fort Eustis, 
Va. as the ’Johnny D. Burruss’ until 1971; this 2-8-0 
’Consolidation’ has never run here - until the 1905 flood 
which ended Durbin Runs, it was ideal candidate as the 
water level route’s future power. 


'l/iay No. 1 (m* Movmr Lumbot Co 


Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

Shay No. 1. (c/n 1519. 1905). 65 to rvs; but for GW 
Huntley Lumber Co.. Rooceverte; the same year $to 
Flint. Erving and Stoner Lumber Co..Thomwood. tnen to 
North Fork Lumber Co. t Nottingham; acquired by the 
Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk in 1915 in a deal tnvoN ng the 
trade of original Cass Shay No. 1 (42-ton. two-truck *0*3 
Barney"); distinctive in its 1957 paint job (Chinese Red 
cab and tender, dark green boiler jacket); on standby at 
the time of the 1960 closure; worn wheel-flanges kept it 
out of service after use as pusher engine in 1963; con¬ 
veyed in 1980 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as 
part of the trade for WMRy No. 6; on static display 

Shay No. 3. 80 tons, c/n 3233. built Lima 9-28-23 for 
Hofius Steel & Equipment Co. (Lima's dealer in Seattle; 
sold to Independence Logging Co., Independence. 
Wash., then Mount Emily Lumber Co. (No. 1). LaGrange, 
Ore.; donated to Oregon Historical Society; in 1970 
leased to CSRR for 20 years; returned in 1993; in oper¬ 
ation on the City of Prineville Railroad, Prineville. Ore. 
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Continued on back panel 


Diesel-electric Units 

No. 20. General Electric 45-ton switcher built in 1941 for the 
U.S. Navy; acquired as surplus in 1978; first ’shop goat’; out 
of service since 1988. 

No. 34. G.E. 65-ton switcher. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov¬ 
ernment surplus, shipped from South Branch Valley R.R. in 
10-85; used for a few years as a ’shop goat’; out of service 
since 1995. 

Nos. 16 and 17. Alco S4. Built for Baltimore & Ohio; 
acquired by South Branch Valley R.R.; shipped to Cass in 
10*85; never operated. 

Nos. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS-1 foreign service road 
switchers; U.S. Army Transportation Corp., Fort Eustis, Va.; 
delivered to CSRR in July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
there three?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley 
R.R. before the C&O closure in 1978; returned to Cass in the 
movornent from SBVRR originating of 10-85. 


Rv*f Lumtar), Auyunt 1907 


Porter 0-4-0 Tank Locomotive (ex-U.S Army), March 1975. 
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Lefty Meeks 
Wanda Halterman 
Dave McMIlllon 
Gail Vanderander 
Tonya Warder 
Mary Perkins 


Terry Ribble 
□an Defibaugh 
Stan Beafore 
Lisa Hubbert 
Joe Warder 
Brenda Thomas 
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c ASS IIOMI'X OMINCi \<m 
I Mil Annual 


The community of Cass wlcomes you to 
our I I Ih annual homecoming celebration 
People of all ages have joined in the fun in the 
past years, and we have worked hard to cor, 
hnue this tradition. 

This 'down home' good time is sup¬ 
ported entirely by donations and the effort of all 
volunteer commltte. Your suggestions and ocn- 
tibutitons are greatly apprecitated. 

THANKS 

We would like to thank all of the business and 
individuals for their contributions and support. 

CONTACTS & COMMENTS 
Any suggestions and ocmments can be re¬ 
ferred to any member of our ocmmiltee: 

Darrell Turner - President 

Katrina Defibaugh - Treasure_ 

Cathy Ribble - Secretary 







UTII ANNUAL 
C AMS IIOMRMlMrNtJ 1908 



AOKNDA 

June 94 - Juno UH 


June 24 

P»geni for Prince A Prlncei 

Cass Fire Hall (age's 5-8) 

7:00pm 

June 25 

Prize Games Free for all ago 7:30pm 
Community Center (Donations excepted) 

June 26 

The Great Cake Walk 

_ !a. . n * i • • _ 

7:30pm 




*J une 27 Registration 

10:00am -3pm Fire House 
M You must register to receive a dinner ticket •• 

Start the day of fun for the young and the young at heart 

Located at the Fire House 

Pet Show 10:00am 

With small household deomestic pets 

Games 10:00am 

Dunking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons 
Shoe Race, Water melon Eatin Contest, Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest 


Bazaar 

Fire House (set up 8:00am) 

Antique Car Show and 
Fire Truck Display 
Fire House 

The Second Annual Cass Parade 


10:00am 


11:00am 


1:00pm 


Magic Show 2:00pm 

Puppet Show (following the Magic Show) 
Community Center 


Registration Table will Continue 

Community Center 

Crowing Ceremonies of the Queen ind King 
Community Center 

Dance Live -Music 
Bigger and Better 


June 28 


Church with Gospel Sing 
Cass Methodis Church 
Final Registration 
Community Center 


4:00pm-6:20pm 

5:00pm 

7:00pm 

10:00am 
11 : 00-12 noon 


Buffet Dinner /cem? 

Don't forger to bring your dinner ticket or you will be charged S5.00 


